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Trifling and insignificant as every thing 

t 

connected with the politics of so small and 
so miserable a country as Iceland must ne- 
cessarily, appear^ when contrasted with. the 
events that are agitating the great powers 
of Europe^ nevertheless, as the government 
of this island underwent a total change 
during the short time of my residence in it, 
I feel, not only that my journal would be 
incomplete were I to pass over such things 
in silence, but also that it may reasonably be 
required of me to give an account of transac- 
tions, ifiiiich fell under my own observation. 
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extended, statement by Mr. Jorgensen *, 
detailing at full length, not only the things 
that occurred, but the causes that preceded 
and gave birth to' them. . Thus, then, prd- 

* This gentleman 1 have already had occasion to 
mentioned more than once in my journal ; but^ as he 
has^ in what follows, to appear, as the principal actor, 
it 18 right to give some farther account of him; that 
the transaction may be shewn in its proper light, and 
that it may not be thought that Mr. [Phelps, a subject 
of Great Britain, has, by taking a part in a«|natter 
unauthorised by his country, transgressed her laws.— * 
Mr. Jorgensen, though born of respectable parents at 
Copenhagen, at an early age entered into the British 
service as an apprentice on board a collier 5 after which, 
he employed himself in such other vessels of various 
descriptions as he thought most likely to promote the 
' object he had in view, that of attaining the highest 
perfection in seamanslup. He then entered our navy, 
in which, after much hard service and many long and 
difficult voyages, he made himself complete master of 
navigation, as wdlas of the naval laws of Great Britain; 
-and imbibed, according to his own words, together with 
his knowledge of nautical affairs, the maxims, the prin- 
>ciples, and the prejudices of Englishmen. At the age 
' of twenty^five, having been absent from his native coun- 
try ten or twelve years, the whole of which he had spent 
in the British service, he returned to Copenhagen in the 
year 1806. In that city he was at so little pains to con- 
ceal his political sentiments respecting England, that he 
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yidedj I proceed without farther preface to 
the sketch of a revolution^ which so far dif- 
fers from all others of our tiines^ that^ in 
accomplishing it, only twelve men were em- 



created himself a number of enemies bsr declaring his 
partiality towards a country^ under whose flag he had 
so lately and so long served^ and by reprobating in the 
nxost open manner the tyranny and usurpation of the 
French 5 a nation, whose opinions and principles he 
found were approved of by the greater part of his 
counttymen. , Shortly after the late expedition^ sent by 
Great Britain against CopenhageBj the Crown Prince 
entered into an alliance, ofiensive and defiansive, with 
France 5 which was foUowed by a decree, calling upon 
persona of all ranks and descriptions, flrom the age of 
eighteen to fifty, to serve, in some capacity or other, in 
support of their country } in consequence of which, Mr. 
Jorgensen took the command of the Admiral Juul, a 
privateer of twenty-eight guns, in which, proceeding 
towiirds Flamborough Head, he fell in with two British 
ships of war, the Sappho and the Clio. The former he 
immediately engaged 5 but, after an action df forty-(me 
minutes, was obliged to strike his colors, and was landed 
as a prisoner at Yarmouth; whence he was taken to 
London, where he signed his parole, and remained, till 
the circumstances, of wljich the following narrative is 
intended to convey an account, induced him twice to 
leave the kingdom, without permission from the British 
government, and consequently to break his parole; 
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pl63r^d^ ndt a Hfe was lost^ not a drop of 
blood was shed^ not a gun fired^ nor a sabre 
unsheathed. 

The island of Iceland, from its climate 
and situation, and £rom the exceeding bar- 
rieiiness of its soil, is necessarily compelled 
at all times to de|)end for a considerable 
part of its supplies of provisions upon foreign 
countries; so that, even in those seasons 
which may be accounted the most favorable, 
it does not produce sufficient for the main- 
tenance of its scanty population; and, as 
often as an unusually severe winter proves 
destructive to the cattle of its inhabitants, 
or an unproductive fishery prevents them 
tvont laying up their winter stores of dried 
cod and salmon, nothing but the most abun- 
dant imports can avert an actual famine. 
Such imports in time of peace the parent 
state of Denmark has found no difficulty in 

though he did 80> not only without any intention of 
serring against Great Britdin> but^ as was shewed by 
the event in the first instance^ and in the second by the 
proclamation issued in Iceland^.with the full determina- 
tion of returning to England. 



^* 
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famishing from her numeroos ports in Nor- 
way, as well ast from Copenhagen, but since 
the breaking out of the present unfortunate 
war between this countiy and Great Britain, 
the naval superibrity of the latter has ren- 
dered all communication between the formar 
and her colonies most precarious, and the 
wretched Icelanders have experienced the 
greatest difficulty in procuring even the poor 
supplies necessary for their bare subsistence. 
Sensible of the miserable and defencefess 
state of this island, it has therefore been the 
generous ' wish of the British government 
that it should be suffered to remain in a 
state of virtual neutrality, and they have of 
late gone much farther, and even granted 
licences to ptotect vessels belonging to the 
Danes employed in the convejrance of pro- 
visions and other articles of necessity, and to 
permit English ships to carry similar cargoes 
thither. *' An humane interest," to use the 
words of Count Tramp, **has been shewn by 
the English in the fate, of the inhabitants, 
for which they will ever with gratitude 
remember the exalted philanthropist, Sir 
Joseph Banks, who on this occasion under- 
took to advocate their cause/' 
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As yet^ however, no commercial com* 
munication had taken place between the 
English and Icelanders, and it unfortunately 
happened that the first visit they were 
destined to receive from our countrymen was 
of a nature but ill calculated to impress them 
with favorable sentiments towards us; for^ 
benevolent as were the intentions of our 
government, no public notification had been 
made of them, and they were consequently 
of.no avail in preventing the depredations of 
our privateers; one of which, in 1808, under 
the command of Captain Gilpin, came to the 
island, and. landed an armed force, which 
took away from the public chest upwards of 
thirty thousand rix-dollars that were appro- 
priated to the maintenance of the schools 
and the poor. 

Far difierent from this was the object of 
Mr. Phelps, an eminent and honorable mer- 
chant in London, who, having accidentally 
learned from Mr. Jorgemseii that a large 
quantity of Icelandic produce, and par- 
ticularly of tallow, was lying rjeady for ex- 
portation in the ports of that island, con- 
ceived the project of opening a direct com- 
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munication^ likely to prove equally beneficial 
to both parties ; and^ without delay, freighted 
a vessel called the Clarence, at Liverpool, 
ibr the purpose, in doing which, to avoid all 
possible cause for umbrage, he, according to 
Mr. Joi^nsen, applied to government for 
permission to ei^port no other articles but 
such as were absolutely necessary for the 
subsistence of the inhabitants, as barley- 
meal, potatoes, and salt, with a very small 
proportion of rum, tobacco, sugar, and coffee,, 
not exceeding ten tons; taking especial care 
not to send out any British manufactured 
goods, and thereby give room for a chkrge 
that he merely wished to make the island 
a depository for prohibited articles, which 
might thence be afterwards smuggled into 
the continent. This ship was furnished with 
a letter of marque, but still, in order to 
prove the honorable intentions of the mer- 
chant, it was expressly stipulated with the 
owner, that the captain, Mr. Jackson, should 
not seize or capture any vessel, either in the 
ports of Iceland or in sight of its coasts; and 
in case that he should in any way violate 
the agreement, the owner should be liable 
to the forfeiture of ^8,000. In this ship 
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Mr. Jorgensen himself^ ^hose knowledge of 
the Danish language and general acquaint* 
ance with afiairs of this nature made him 
eminently serviceable^ embarked^ together 
with Mr. Savigniac, an Englishman em- 
ployed as supercargo; and^ setting out in 
the latter end of December^ they arrived at 
Iceland in the beginning of the following 
month, January, 1809; having performed 
the voyage at a time of the year considered 
so dangerous for such an attempt^ that 
Mr. Phelps was unable to find any under- 
writers that would consent to insure the 
whdle of the caigo. The idea having oc- 
curred to them that the government of the 
island would find less difficulty in permit- 
ting a free and open trade to be established 
between the inhabitants and the supercai^o, 
could an appearance be made of the property 
belonging to neutrals, it was judged ex- 
pedient to hoist American colors, and io 
exhibit a set of papers of the same nation; 
but such an attempt availed nothing, for 
permission was still peremptorily refused for 
any part of the cargo to be landed^ although 
it was acknowledged that the country was in 
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»:jbreine vruA of various articles tliat were on 
Jboted. Such being the case, the British 
boloA were displayed^ and the licence pro-> 
dittoed, but to no purpose *; and Mr. Savig- 
niac, UnwiUing to proceed to extremities, 
was upon the point of ^returning to Eagland, 
"when the natives expressed iso strongly their 
anxiety for the landing of the goods, that^ 
in order to bring the governmeift to a isense 
iof ite dilty and interest^ he thought proper 
io release Captain Jackson from the clause 
in the charter-party which prevented him 
^from nu&i&g prizes in Iceland, and to com* 
mence hostilitiles, by taking possession of a 
Danish brig, whidh had just arrived from 
Norway with piovimons. The officers of 

^ Vp6ti the subject of permitting a commercial 
inteffcourse^ Count T^ramp remarib^ tbat^ . '' the exist- 
ing larws of tlie country strongly prohibiting laU trade 
with foreign nations^ it was the duty of the officers in 

* 

whose hands he had^ at that time^ during his absence. 
to^ Copenhagen, left the management of public afiairs, 
to refdse this application«"-«-*-It may beso; but> surdy, 
a nation which had conducted itself with so much 
lenity and forbearance as outs had done towards this 
island, might have expected to have received a better 
return for its kind offices. 
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the government now seeing their real sitci^ 
ation^ and fearing lest farther acts of a 
similar nature should be committed^ found 
themselves under the necessity of concluding 
a convention^ permitting a mercantile cpn- 
nection to be opened between the inhabitants 
of Reikevig and Mr. Savigniac, a measure 
that in reality was but of little importance^ 
as the natfVes were still intimidated by the 
threats of those in power^ and dared not 
purchase of the English; so that every thing 
went on^ as before, through the hands of 
the Danish factors, who bought only just 
enough for their own immediate use. How 
hard this was, will immediately be seen, when 
it is known that of all the various articles 
on board the Clarence two only were on any 
terms to be procured in Iceland, salt and grain, 
the latter of which was entirely monopo- 
lized by government, and not to be purchased 
at a lower rate than twenty-two dollars per 
barrel, a price that virtually amounted to a 
prohibition, as it rendered it quite out of 
the reach of many even of the higher classes 
of the inhabitants. Mr. Savigniac, on the 
contrary, offered his at considerably less 
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than half this price^ but still no purchasers * 
were to be found, nor could he procure even 
tallow or any other kind of Icelandic pro- 
duce in exchange for it; so^ entirely foiled 
in his expectations^ he was under the neces- 
sity of determining to remain himself in 
the country, and take care of his valuable 

* It IS Imt fair to remark, that the. time of year, in 
some measure, prevented so ready a sale of the cai^ 
as Mr. Savigniac seems to have expected, though 
Count Tramp attributes the &ilure to a different 
cause, and asserts that the ship was loaded with 
luxuries instead of necessaries.— To use his words, 
'^ this little town (Reikevig) was now overstocked 
with luxuries of all descriptions, that could not but find 
a slow and tardy sale, at a season of the year when the 
commerce could only be carried on with the inhabitants 
of the town, and its immediate vicinity ; for it is only 
in the month of June that a degree of communication, 
intercourse, and barter between the more distant towns 
and part^ of the country begins to take place in Iceland. 
Of real necessaries, on the contrary, sucb as the coun- 
try wanted, and for which there was at that time in par- 
ticular a demand, only a very inconsiderable quantity 
was imported, so that, partly owing to these causes, 
and partly to extravagant sacrifices and expences, and 
to rash and imprudent speculations and general mb- 
managements, it was not long before it was reported that 
this new establishment turned out a losing concern. '*-— 
Omni Tramfs Nairraiive, 
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charge^ hoping for more favorable times, while 
Mr. Jorgensen returned to England with 
the Clarence in ballast^ having previously 
restored the Danish brig to her owners. 

. The governor^ Count Tramp, who had 
been s^sent at Copenhagen during these 
transactions, was apprised of them on his 
return to Iceland on the 6th of June, I809, 
and he observes, upon the subject, in his 
statement, that^ ^^ mortified as he felt at a 
conyentipn of this kind, concluded with aa 
armament unauthorised to enforce it; yet, 
nevertheless, acknowledging the sacredness 
of contracts, he had no idea of curtailing in 
any respect the rights thereby granted to 
British subjects, though Mr. Savigniac him* 
self, by acting contrary to the convention, 
had long since given him sufficient cause to 
have dissolved it." — In the early part of the 
same month. Captain Nott, of his majesty's 
sloop of war the Rover, arrived in the <toiiQ- 
try^ and an opportunity was thus offered 
to Count Tramp, as well to prove the sin- 
cerity of his intentions, as to render the 
most essential service possible to Iceland, by 
fixing all matters in dispute upon la per- 
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nlMieiit basis ndth an officer whom he hcMi 
upon as imn less qaalififd to enter into aa 
agreement than able to enforce the obsenr*- 
aaoeofit*. 

9 

On the l6tb of Jude a oonventidn was 
accordingly cbnclnded between Captain Ndtt 
and Count Traqap, by which it was stipur 
lated that British subjects should hare a free 
trade on the island during the war, but that 
ahey ahiCMild be subject at the same time to 
XHuiish laws. The governor proceeds in 



^ Thie feeliogs of the governor I cannot express better 
than in his own words^ '' I must bc^ leave to remark 
that, from the existing warlike relations, I did not 
Tiew with indi£ference the arrival of an armed force 
belonging to his British Msgesty, with the objects of 
which in these parts I was unacquainted^ and the 
peaceable proceedings of which no convention secured. 
My duty, thei'efore, imposed upon me to fake every 
possible means of precaation; but, having been assured 
that Captain Nott was far from intending any bostiiity 
against the country, I could not but wish, under the 
exbting circumstances, that a compact entered into 
with a man acting under public authority should 
establish a firm and understood relation between the 
inhabitants of Iceland and those British subjects who 
were settled there already, or who might come hereafter 
for the purposes of trade.'* 

VOL. It. C 
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naitatiW to asaare us/ diat he i{iitbediat«l|f 
gave orders that < a number of copies of this 
convention should be printed^ and -circulated 
throughout all parts of the island^ and more- 
over that^ as this was an operation that r€^- 
quired some time, the countiy affording but 
one press, which was > situated itaany miles 
distant from Reikevig, he, still farther to 
assist its publicity, and to cause it to be 
known in the vicinity of the residences of 
the following officers, issued a notification 
to both the Amptmen in the country, Mr* 
Thoransen and Mr. Stephensen *, and also 
gave orders to the Landfogqed, MnFrydens- 



* I should fear that the tardiness of these officers in 
executiiig the count*s orders must be accounted .one of 
. the principal causes of the events he afterwards com- 
plained of) forj among other papers with which I 
have been furnished by Captain Jones^ is one con« 
taining a narrative of the revolution^ f)y the Etatsroed 
Stephensen^ in his own hand writings in which^ after 
.mentioning the circumstance of the imprisonment of 
the county he speaks of the convention with Captain 
Nott* From this> it does not appear^ although he 
acknowledges the receipt of the copies of the con- 
ventipn^ both by him and his brother^ that they took 
any pains to make the contents known in their 
neighborhood. His words are^ *^ on the same day 
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\f&rg, and to Mr. Koefoed, a Sysselman^ to 
m^e the contents public in their neighbor* 
hood. The convention was likewise shewn 
to Mr. Sayigniac for hb perasal. 

(Sundaj> the SS4th of June) the said conyention with 
Captain Nott^ left the press> to which Count Tramp, 
about six da3rs ago> delivered it^ for the purpose of 
having it printed 3 and at the same time communicated 
a copy of the convention to myself and the bailiff 
Stephen Stephensen, but the count was already con- 
fined> before a printed copy could be received by him." 
It will be remembered, that the convention was con- 
cluded on the 16th. The press is indeed a long day*8 
journey distant from Reikevig by land, but it is possible 
to go by water to witMn a few miles of the spot, and 
half a day is sufficient time for the voyage. — Perhaps 
the disposition of the Etatsroed towards the English 
cannot be better explained than by giving the follow- 
ing translation of an extract from that gentleman's 
pamphlet, containing a history of the Sol of the Ice- 
landers (Fucus palmatusj, printed at Copenhagen* 1808. 
I have noticed the work in one or two places in my 
journal^ without any reference to the political matters 
with which it is interspersed. 

'^To the good Inhabitants of Iceland." 

*^ Odin's Goddesses, Bdlonse, afflict our northern 
countries. They have at last shot their murderous and 
fiery arrows into our king's residence, in a manner 



30 APPENDIX. A. 

I mmt here b^ lean to obierve that> 
tboQgh I would be far froiti questioning tbe 
good intentions and the sincerity of the 
county or the correctness of his statements^ 
stilly admitting them to be strictly true, 
some strange neglect had certainty tak^ 
}>lace; for the contention had not been 
printed at the period of our arrival, though 
five days had elapsed from its signature^ the 
half ei which would have been sufficient for 
the purpose, dven supposing it to have beefn 
sent by land; and, what is of most conse- 
quence, but is omitted in his narrative, a 
l^roclamation had been ttispersed over the 

equally treacherous and shameful. They have^ under 
the mask of hypocrisy^ stolen into his country^ to rob 
him of his ieet> and to plunder his kingdom. Which was 
of all in Europe the most happy, owing to nearly aa 
hundred years* peace. They have captured a number 
of Danish, Norwegian, and Icelandic merchant-ships. 
With violence and treachery have they provoked the well- 
merited hatred of our nation, and roused us to arms, in 
defence of our king, our country, and our liberty. They 
have surrounded our coasts with ships of war, to 
destroy our commerce, and to prevent all in^iovtatlon 
of the most common necessaries into our countries, 
thereby to the utmost of their power eausiiig misery 
lend the loss of lives .'* 
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conntry, and was EcMUid by ub still posted up 
ifi the. town, foribtdding any nttive to trade 
siritfa the English, i]iidc»r pain of death. This 
fivodam^tion had lieen priatod during the 
flfbsenoe of the county bi;rf: kept in a chest tiH 
Im arrival, and was certainly issued by h^ 
epecial idir^etion . 

While things were in this state in Iceland, 
Mr. Phelps had been planning a seconi ex- 
|iedition, pre{mred with more care idian the 
fiirmer, and upon a mone extwsive scale, 
with mtie hope .of aecompli^txig his &Korite 
project, and of nspairiog the losses he had 
eastatned* He therefore, early in the suiBr 
mer, got ready in London the Margaret and 
Anne, a fine ship carrying ten guns, pro- 
vided with a letter of nn^rque, and Ips^ded 
with a cargo of such articles as had been 
pointed out by Mr. Savigniac as most likely 
to be saleable, and he, at the same time, dis- 
patched the Flora, ,a brig, with grain for tl^e 
use of the island. So much had he this ob- 
ject at heart, that he determined himself to 
sail in the forojer of these vessels, to avoid 
all mistakes, and see that nothing might 
ii^rrupt the harmony he hoped to And 
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established; and he took with him 
Jorgensen^ whose acquaintance with the 
transactions that had taken place during 
the winter^ added to his knowledge of the 
Icelandic merchants and of the Danish lah- 
guage^ with which they are all acquainted, 
rendered him of the highest importance to 
the success of the undertaking. 

On the 21st of June^ only two or thret 
days after the departure of the Rover, the 
Margaret and Anne came to an anchor in 
Beikevig harbor, and Mr. Savigniac imme^ 
diately proceeded on board, where he in-^ 
formed Mr. Phelps of the obstructions ^ to 
the trading with the British, of the arrhal 

* I feel myself bound to mention that Count Tram^, 
in his narrative^ expressly denies any obstructions of 
this nature^ referring to a document^ which I have 
never seen» signed by five of the established merchants 
of Reikevig^ dated the 1st of September^ IS09, '' by 
which/' he says, " it is evidently proved that the accu- 
sations against the civil officers and citizens of the 
country are unfounded, and that they were inveattid 
and set afloat by the managers of the concern, only with 
a view of providing a cloak for themselves in the ac* 
count they were going to render to their principals for 
the losses occasioned by their own misconduct.'* 



ttf Count. TFftmp, «nd . of jtbe convention 
betweein Captain Nott a^d the latter. . 



• t 



Mr.Pljuplpa, on hiring tb^t such a con* 
vention^ had h|e^ entei^4 i^tx>, remained 9^- 
%eral days.without Iwding: Any P^ of .bis 
cai^p>> : in . the . i^Tcpeet^jdoa t|iat it would l^ 
delivered to him in an > official nwnnef . or. 
would^ at leasts .be. posted up. in different 
parts of. Reikevig. No such thiqg, hov^- 
ever^ happened, but, on the .contrary, tibe 
proclamation before ^U^ded to was ^til( 
regarded > as continuing in fprce, nor w;as 
it ever, at any subsequent time, publicly 
repealed ; so that in . the niontb of June, a^ 
season of the year when by far the greater, 
number of the natives make a journey to 
Reikevig for the sake of barter, scarcely an 
individual of this description was seen; all; 
naturally dreading to expose themselves, to 
the severe punishment threatened by such 
a proclamation, and knowing that, except 
from the English, nothing of what they 
wanted was to be procured. 

Such . then being the situation of Mr. 
Phelps* affairs, and the convention remain- 
ing unpublished as late as the 25th of the 
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month, this gentleman felt that longer delajp 
would be materially prejudicial tb his in- 
terests, and that he must consequently be 
under thte necessity of having recourse to 
meatores, no more consonant to his ihclina- 
tioti than to his feelings. He therefore 
gave orders to Oa^ain Listen, the master 
of the Margaret and Anne, by virtue of 
(he power granted him by his letter of 
diarque, to seize the person of the governor, 
and detain faiitf as his prisoner; directing 
him, als6, immediately befoHs he took such 
a step, to make a prize of the Orion, a 
brig belonging to Count Tramp, provided 
with a licence from the British government, 
which she had, according to Mr. Jorgensen, 
jforfeited, by first carrying her cargo to Nor- 
way, and there disposing of it, and taking 
in another* for Iceland. Mr. Liston, in 
pursuance of these directions, landed twelve 

* A p^rt of this CAtgo, accordiag to Count Train]^> 
cottBlsiting of goods to the value of dx thousand rix* 
dollars of Danish currency, was ihtended to hkye becHH. 
distributed gratis among the distressed IcelandeiSi a 
circumstance of which I am persuaded Mr. Phelps and 
Mr. Jorgensen were ignorant, or they would not have 
allowed so benevolent a design to. have been frus- 
trated. 



oF his cmw with ahns, siid^ Matkiplittf €tmm 
at tlie door of the gotdtnw^ borne, eMtf&if 
together witli Mr. - Phelps, the wem it^ 
which he was sitting with Mr. Koefoed, $foA 
mide him his prisaaef, without (any nMit^ 
anee en his part 2 then lodting the djBf&lt 
of his office, to which he allowed ti^ 
coui^t to affix tiis owti seal ^, h^ ^seftdu^l^ 
him ander an armed eseort on hMrd %h& 
Margaret and Anne. 'JThe whole of this wa^ 
done without any attempt at coiicealmeia^ 
in the meftt public time 6f the most pabliii! 
day of the week, a Sunday afternoon, after 
divine service, so that it afibrdis tb^ strongert 
evidence in &vor of Mr. Jofgensenls assef^ 
tion, thsct the transaction itself could hot be 
displeasing to the natives^ maiiy of whom 
were loitering about the plain before the 
house, with their long poles in their hands 
^iked with iron, which they use for walking 
upote the snow, and which they might hav« 
now empfeyed as oifensive weapons ; instead 
of which they looked on with the most 
perfect indifference^ though they were in such 



* ThU tras shoritly aftenvards broken opeb^ and all 
ihe papers subjected to e;itftmination. 
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ttoaiben that oae half of them could with 
ease have overpowm^d the invalids who were 
stationed to guard the docn*; for it is suf- 
fiekntly known^ that, in time of war the 
crews of merchanlrships consist of such tnea 
only as are unfit for the service of his 
Majesty. Mr. Phelps, having taken this 
Step, was aware that, as a British subject, he 
had it not in his power to establish or even 
to maintain in the island any form of govern"* 
ment without the consent of his own; but 
he was at the same time fully sensible- of 
the necessity of some regular authority being 
constituted, till more decisive measures could 
be taken for the welfare of the country ; , and 
it was therefore determined that Mr. Jor-* 
gensen, not being a subject of the crown of 
Great Britain, or responsible to it for his 
actions, should assume for the present the 
chief command. Conformably to such a 
determination, this gentjieman in^medis^ely 
comnienced the exercise of his pow^ by 
issuing a proclamation^ which in the fii-st 



* The extracts from this as weU as the two following 
proclamations pnblished by Mr. Jorgensen I have 
thought it best to insert almost verbatim from Count 
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arjdde dedares/ thit all Da&kh aiUhority:i$ 
dissolved in Iceland : in ^ fourth that s^rofin 
and an^muoition of all kinds are to be given 
up; in the sixth that the keys <^ private 
warehouses and bhops^ money> accounts and 
papers^ belonging to,, or concerning, the 
interests of the king of Denmark or Danish 
merchants, shall, likewise, be dc^i^vered*; in 
the second, third and fifth articles^ it ordei^ 

Tramp's statement of them> with many of his com* 
mentSy that I might he the^less lial^le to be accused oi 
partiality^ but I have priated literal translatioDs of th9 
originals in the. Appendix B. (See Nos. \, 2> and 5.) 
Nob. 3 and 4 are. copies of other proclamations of less 
importance^ and not noticed by Count Tramp. , 

* This ivas i^epaistory to the: eodfiacation of all 
Danbh property ij^ithe island 3 upon which 'suhjeet | 
must beg leave to make use of Mr. Jorgensen's bw|i 
words. " This," he observes^ *' was absolutely neces^ 
8ary> for> if such property had been permitted to have 
been taken away, the coufHry would have been extreme- 
ly impovenshed^ since all goods, property,' and mer«- 
chandize on the island belonged to the Danes, as weft 
all that lay in the store-houses, as even what the poor 
peasant had in the fields fbr the lower classes were 
graerally deeply in debt to the Danish fectors. It was 
likewise just and proper to detain all such property, 
whether public or private; for Iceland had certain funds 
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nil Danes to remain widiin their own hou9e9> 
and prohibits every one from holding 'com* 
tnunicirtion with them: the ninth article 
threatens those who act contrary to this 
decree with being brought before a military 
court and shot within two hours ; while by 
the eighth tenth and eleventh articles^ are 
promised to all native Icelanders undis- 
turbed tranquillity and a felicity hitherto 
unknown *. 

in Cbpenliagien^ for wliich it migfat be censkteied a sort 
of equhBlent. Some years aga, a great eruption took 
place from Mount Heda, which destroyed a number of 
people and ruined many. In Denmark and other 
countries a large sum of money was coHeeted by sub* 
scription for the relief of the suffering inhabitants on 
Hie isl8iid> and deposited in (jopenkagen. Tbe smns 
pioettiied in«ttch anaaner h^ve 'p^sitiveiy never been 
jpaid to tbe leelandersi but detained by tbe Baaish ^p" 
vemniHit. Also> to indemttify Danish merehai^s far 
their losses by property confiscated, the eourt at Copen- 
hagen has Botbing to do, but to ofderthemtobepaid 
£fqm the Ieekd«Kc fuUda^ and so could the nerchanla 
not be suffismrs^nand there W4»uld still reinaitt>a suifbis» 
which woidd moie than indemn^ goaeraniMiit for 
what puUie pn^perty waa eeized. *' 

•* Perhaps with a view of obtaining his share in the 
^general felicity held forth by this proclamation, a poor 
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On the evening of the tame day^ appeared 
alio a second proclamationy proceeding much 
iarthisr than the other, and decreeing in ito 
fiM article^ that Iceland should be ind»- 
pendent of Denmark; and in the fifth, that 
a republican constitution should be introK 
duced, similar to that which existed befom 
the country was united to Norway in the 
thirteenth oentury, but, till this coold be 

pestent presented a brief to his Excellency, Governor 
Joi^nsen, who fovored me with the following transla- 
tion: 

" A PetiUon Jwrn BUtme ThorUcun, 
Shbwbth^ 

'' nwt m Ite year 1606» mf «fe Thoninn Gunn* 
k^gdatter waasaotenotd •to two 3r€ar8 labor in the Ice* 
landic work-house^ only fbr the simple thing of stealing 
a sheep, which besides was nothing at aiU to me. The 
sepaiation which took place accordingly, occasioned 
that I was compeMed to XA& a young girl as my hoose- 
keeper, who otherwise much recommended hei*self by 
her ability and fidelity. The consequence of these cir* 
ODnstanees was -that the girl prodnoed two Htde givls, 
after each other, whose Siiher I am. We -were then 
separatad \xf order of tiie magistrates, and in this man^ 
mrimast tbeedvoation of two innocent, but at the same 
lime right handsome little girb, remain negleoted, un* 
less ahe as notiitr, i» coajuactioa wiih -me aa fiMbsrj; 
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settled, by the representatives of the jieo ple^ 

« 

allowing by the sixth article^ to the existing 
aMhorities the option of remaining in their 
respective situations. In the tenth article 
it is declared that the country shall be put 
in a stete of defence: the twelfth annuls 
all debts due to Panish merchants in the 

if not hindered, from following. the irresistible dictates 
of nature in the care and education of the children. 
But this cannot be done if we are not allowed to marry^ 
and I humbly beg Mr. Bishop Videlin's declaration , so 
much the more so^ as I am convinced of the justice of 
my cause. 

*^ I also commit my life and worldly happiness to 
your Excellency's gracious consideration. 



€C 



With the confidence and attachment of a subject, 

*^ BlARKE ThOBLBVSBN. ** 

Skridnafell within Barderstrand Syssel, ' 
1st August, 1809. 

To his Excellency, Mr. Jorgen Jorgensen, Protector of the 
whole Island of Iceland, and Chief Commander by 
Sea and Land. 

• 

As my readers may wish to learn the fate of Mr. Biarne 
Thorlevsen and his faithful girl^ I will add that upon 
fiicther inquiry on the part of the bishop into the atibir>. 
he found that the wife was anxious for a separation from, 
her husband, when there remaihed no obstaHsle to his 
wishes of entering a second time into the marriage state. 
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coimtiy or abroad, and prohibits clandestine 
payment of them, under pain of the rihdi*^ 
yidual being compelled again,, to pay the 
same amount to the new governor: the 
thirteenth provides against the prices of pro* 
visions being exorbitant : the fourteenth 
takes off the half of all taxes to be levied 
upon the inhabitants till the 1st of July^ 
1810: by the eighteenth, all communication 
with Danish ships is forbidden : the second 
third and fourth guarantee personal safety 
and property, and payments of pensions, 
&c. ; while the nineteenth extends the same 
protection to Danes who do not intermeddle 
in the political affairs of the island. 

It may be observed, that the number of 
representatives that were to have been sent 
were three from the southern ampt, one from 
the eastern ampt, two from the northern, and 
two from the western ampt. 

The government-house was from this time 
occupied by Mr. Jorgensfen, and all public 
business was as usual transacted in the 
office belonging to it. The salaries of the 



A. 



variola officers under government were also 
paid; and they so fiir appeared satisfied** 
with the present arrangements that none of 

t This satUfiietioa, to judge fton the ivmaiks ef 
Count Trafnp ^d the ^tat^rp^^ exbted only ia sp- 
pearance^ since the former aays^ ''Thus^ a new order 
of things^ presenting to view all the miseries that can 
spring from boundless despotism^ was forced upon an 
iaaocent people, loyal and fiiithful to their kii:^. The 
9anes that had been in pubUp ^epiployments, who were 
now deprived of their places, and laboring under a 
suspicion otherwise honorable to themselves, of detest* 
ing the introduced changes, and meditating schemes 
for the Ihll of the usurper, and who were on that ac- 
count cq>oaed to the same persecutions and ill treat- 
ment of which so many instances had been seen, 
resolved to depart from a country where, with their 
best wishes, for want of means and assistance they 
found no possibility of being useful. Many natives 
in pabUc fancti<»is followed their example in resigning, 
whose offices were filled with the most unqualified per- 
sons, by notorious drunkards and flatterers, who were 
indebted only to their officiousness as spies and calum- 
niators for the iavor and protection of the new ruler.** 
—The latter, after mentioning some of the most severe 
articles in the proclamation, proceeds to affirm that 
** they did expand a general horror all over the country; 
and that only the rascality of a few people did approve 
them, for the gain of money and for the sake of getting 
some share in the disturbed government or rather in the 
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the principal ones resigned tlieir situations, 
f hough Some few * in private expressed their 
dissatisfaction at the republican form of 
goveminent about to be established ; it seem- 
ing to them absurd that an idlatid, to which 
nature had tletiied all internal resources^ 
shduld be proclaimed in a state of ind^ 
ipendencd which it necessarily wanted the 
means of supporting. The bishop, however, 
ahd many 6f the clergy, at a yearly me^t- 
ing'f' of the synod, signed a document, in 
which they expressed their satisfaction at 

high aiuuNshy here; Very iodehted dfflcen^ being misled 
by fidr promised of more salaries, did submit or approve 
the altered form, to their lasting shame fbr having 
dbpensed with that homage and duty thfey owed to 
their native soil. Many good officers resigned their 
situations, the most did not give in the least declara- 
tion. We (Magnus and Stephen StephemenJi the Etats- 
roed and Amptman of the western part of the island, 
declared our wish to administer our offices only for the 
present year and according to. the laws of our country/' 

* These persons, however^ it must be confessed, were 
equaUy averse to their fbrmer government. 

t Count Tramp asserts that this meeting was at- 
tended only by a few of the clergymen of the neighbor- 
hood, '' who were surprised into a declaration in &Tor of 

VOL. li. D 
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the pm90nt situation of affaire^ and declared 
tlieir willingness to support it^ exhorting ail 
classes of people to do the same. 

Many^ likewise^ of the natives^ came for- 
ward, conformably to the tenth article of the 
last proclamation^ with an offer of their 
services^ for the purpose of forming a body 

Jorgensep^ while all the rest in the island remained 
unshaken in their allegiance/' and he adds in other 
parts of his narrative that^ " though the proclamation 
of the 26th of June had struck a dread into the minds 
of people that could not easily be removed^ and though 
means were taken to keep it up, partly by daily scenes 
of violence and partly by an armed force from the erew 
of the Margaret and Anne perpetually patroUiog the 
streets, still the new state was by most people considered 
a bubble, and the public officers in particular, who 
ought to have been the first to have paid their homage, 
did not do it, but some laid down their offices, and 
others declared they would only hold them for the 
good of the country by virtue of the same authority 
under which they had hitherto acted!** — He likewise 
stigmatizes the motives as well as the conduct of those 
who attached themselves to Mr. Jorgensen, calling them 
'^a contemptible band of idle persons and men of 
ruined fortunes^ attracted b^ his being beyond measure 
lavish of the- sums of money amassed by his plunder, 
and by the pompous promises that he daily retailed on 
paper or held forth in his harangues.*' 
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of soldiers ; bttt^ for want of a sufficient 
supply of arnos^ as, though a search had 
been made in the houses at Reikevig the 
day after Count Tramp's deposition^ only 
twenty or thirty old fowling-pieces, most of 
tliem useless, and a fevr swords and pistols 
liad been found, tiie number of those en* 
^ged was necessarily restricted to eight 
men, who, dressed in green uniforms, armed 
with swords and pistols, and mounted on 
good ponies, scoured the country in various 
directions, intimidating the Danes, and 
• making themselves highly useful to the 
new .governor in securing the goods and 
property that were to be confiscated. As a 
farther act of authority, and to shew the 
clemency intended to be pursued, four pri- 
soners confined in the Tught-huus, or house 
of correction, one of the most considerable 
buildings belonging to the town, were re- 
leased, and the place itself converted into 
barracks for the soldiers. Some of the troop 
were soon employed in seizing the persons 
of two of the civil officers, the Landfogued, 
Mr. Frydensberg, and Assessor Einersen*, 

> 

* See journal^ vol; i. page 89, for a farther account 
of this transaction. 
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who were kept in coafinement^ the former 
for one nighty the latter for eight or ten 
days^ both upon a charge of being at the 
head of a conspiracy to raise a number of 
men^ who were> after securing the EngUsh 
in the town^ to have attacked the Margaret 
and Anne and made prisoners of her crew* 
The shops and warehouses in Reikevig be*- 
longing to Danes not resident in Iceland 
were from the first day put under guards and 
the goods confiscated^ and perisons were sent 
to the distant towhs to execute the same 
errand. 

Mr. Jofgenseri^ having now fixed himself 
in the possession of supreme power, with 
the title of His Excellency, the Protector 
of Iceland, Commander in Chief by Sea 
and Land, posted up, on the 1 1th of July, 
another proclamation ^, in which it was 
declared in the first afticle, *^ WeJorgen 
Jorgensen have taken upon ourselves the 
government of the country until a regular 
constitution can be established, with power 
to make war and conclude peace with foreign 
potentates;'* in the second it is stated that 

* See Appendix B.^ No. 5. 



ICELANDIC REVOLUTION. 3/ 

the soldiery (consisting as just mentioned of 
eight natives) had chosen him to be their 
leader^ and to conduct the whole military 
department: by the third article a new flag 
is appointed for Icfsland^ the honor of which 
Mr. Joi^ensen promises to defend with his 
Ufe and blood; the fourth abolishes the an-* 
cimt deal of the country and determines that 
bis own private one is to be used until the 
representatives of the people shall have fixed 
upon a new one; iti the fifth the time 
granted to the civil .ofiicers for declaring 
their obedience or resignation is prolonged 
to ten days for the nearest, and four weeks 
for the . most distant parts of the country, 
after the expiratioii of whiqh period all who 
have not given in their declarations are to 
be suspended from their employments : the 
sixth article announces that all officers who 
shall resign are to repair to Westmantioe 
(Westman's Isles), until an opportunity is 
found to convey them to Copenhagen: the 
seventh promises to that part of the clergy 
who are willing to declare themselves in his 
iavor, that their circumstances shall be bet- 
tered: the eighth repeats the ifatention of 
placing the island in a state of defence; the 
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t 

ninth announces the design of sending an 
embassador to his British Majesty to con- 
clude peace: the tenth contains something 
relative to the duties and rights of British 
subjects living in Iceland: the eleventh 
states that none but Icelanders are qualified . 
to fill public employments i the twelfth 
shews that Mr. Jorgensen intends cdntinu^ 
ing in his office until a regular constitution 
is established: the thirteenth again declaresi 
the confiscation of Danish property, wbicb^ 
by the fourteenth, the Amptmend are en^» 
joined to execute: by the ^fteenth we learn 
that some civil officers, in order to secure 
themselves against the displeasure of the 
king, their master, bad expressed a wish that 
they might be compelled to exercise theiif 
public functions: the sixteenth article has for 
its object the upholding of the new governor 

by forbidding all irreverence towards his 

* 

person: in the seventeenth and bst it is 
observed that the laws and regulations shall 
remain as before until the new codstitutten 
h established, except * that it is permitted 

* This exception does not at aU meet th^ approbation 
of Count Tramp, who observes, *^ that it is very favor- 
able for malefactors and suspicious persons.** But the 



/ 
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for evety Icelanckr to proeecid from place 
to place> and to trade wherever and ia* wliat^ 
erer nmiiner be pkates>y withovit having 
passports from Atnptinend or oth^r autfaK>- 
ril»e»; and it ia decreed that all sentences 
and acts of condenmiitioii mint be signed by 
Mr. Jorgensen, before tbey can be pot in 
eaectftion« 

The Icelandic' odtors* ordained by thkr 
proclamattioii, containing the representation 

EtatBioed goes fitftheri and aaya that, '^ the pt nmssioa 
granted to camble without a passport along, the country 
b a circumstapce unheard of in other places, and affords 
very good opportunity to robbers, murderers, troops of 
thieves^ and crhninals of all sorts to commit tnischie6 
and erimes unpunished!*'- Mr% Jofgensen, however^ 
cO0flider» it a JMst apd necessary cfaiusei fpt, accoidii^ 
to the old laws, no person could remove, frqi^ one dis- 
trict to another without a written permission from, an 
officer ; in consequence of which it frequently happened 
that this office would not grant a passport, without the 
peasant promised to buy the necessary supplies for htA 
family from some particular factor, by which he perhaps 
might be compelled to pay double what would be ask^d 
by others. 

* The true and old ensign of Iceland is a slit cod or 
stock-fish, environed by an oval garland. 
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<tf three split stockfish upon a dark blue 
ground, were shortly afterwards for the first 
time displayed upon the top of one of the 
warehouses of the town, under a salute of 
eleven guns from the Margaret and Anne^ 
and were afterwards hoisted upon Sundayis, 
and xxncasionally on other ds^ys. Mr. Jorgen- 
sen now, as muc^ perhaps for th^ sake of 
finding what merchandise could be procured, 
as for the purpose of seeii^ that his various 
proclamations were respected, accompanied 
by five of his soldiers, made a journey across 
the country to its most northern parts, in the 
course of which he was every where received 
with the kindest welpome, as well whilst his 
guard was with him, as on bis return when 
only escorted by a single Icelander. In all . 
places that he visited, the natives crowded 
about him to relate the impositions they'were 
suliyect^d to by the Danes, and to assure 
him of their satisfaction in the prospect of 
being freed from their tyranny. 

' During the time he was occupied in this 
expedition, Mr. Phelps was employed in 
executing a part of his Excellency's orders, 
by putting the town and harbor of Reikevig^ 
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id a state of defence^ an office he readily un- 
dertook for the security of the very consider^ 
aUe property he now had there, as well as 
of that which he still expected from Eng- 
land. For this purppse a battery^ denomi- 
nated Fort Phelps^ was formed near the 
town, at which the natives, in great num-^ 
bers, and the crew of the Margaret and Anncj 
worked with so much alacrity that it was in 
a short time completed, and mounted with 
six guns, that had been dug up from the 
sand on the shone, where they had long been 
lying; having been sent over from Denmark 
pne hundred and forty years ago. 

The order for the confiscation of all Danish 
property in the island, which was begun to 
be put in execution immediately after the 
publication of the second proclamation, was 
still more vigorously prosecuted on Mr. Jor- 
gensea*s return from the north. The pro- 
perty contained in the shops and warehouses 
in Reikevig, which had from the first day 
been secured by a gQard, was now put under 
sequestration, and persons were sent for the 
more eflfectually enforcing of the decree to 
the distant factories, such as Havnfiord an4 
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Kobtevig. Among other things^ possesion 
was taken ci two thousand six hundred rir-» 
dollars *, belonging to the public chest, under 
the care of Mr. Adzer Knudaon, and a seizure 
was made from a Mr. Strube, of a stock of 
tallow, train-oil, fish, and woollen goods, 
belonging to a trading company at Flens* 
burg, and another of a considerable quantity 

* Count Tramp observes that^ according to a specifi- 
cation drawn up by Mr. Phelps^ the public money forci- 
bly seized in Iceland by Mr. Jorgensen amounted in the 
whole to nineteen thousand two hundred and twenty 
rix-dollar8> eig)ity-six skillings^ Danish currency. Mr. 
Jorgensen^ however^ who appears to hare kept an ex^ 
tremely accurate account of money received either by 
confiscation or from the public officers^ as well as of 
sums issued in the payment of salaries and for other 
public purposes^ states the former at sixteen thousand 
nine hundred and fifty-five rix-dollars^ two roarks^ and 
e%ht sktUings^ and the latter at sixteen thousand nine 
hundred and sixty-one rix-dollars, five marks> and four 
skillings. Other sums were advanced by Mr. Phelps to 
meet the demands of various persons^ but these did not 
come under the head of public expences. It is to be 
remarked^ that Mr. Sysselman Koefoed had collected 
king's taxes to the amount of twelve hundi'ed and ninety*- 
five dollars^ which were consequently considered as pro- 
perty to be confiscated > but as this gentleman had laid 
out the money in the purchase of land^ Mr. Jorgensen 
did not claim any of it. 
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of goods firom a mereantileooDceni. establkhed 
in Nordburg. I have already mentioned tbe 
curcumstance of the ^ip Orion * beii^ made 
a prize: possession was now likewise taken; 
of the cargo that remained still on board, 
and the part of it that hiad been unshipped 
was also confiscated. It happened shortly 
after that another Danish vessel, cqininandiBd 
by Captain Holme, which is said by Count 
Tramp to have had a licence ^ from Great 
Britain^ arrived in Iceland with a supply of 

• 

* This was the only vessel that was seized. 

t As a difficnlty may })e supposed to exist upon the 
question of licences^ and it may \^ considered by many 
of my readers that the taking violent possession of a 
ship fumbhed with one^ must in every case be an act 
of piracy^ I beg ledve to subjoin an explanation on this 
head« with which I have been very lately favored by Mr. 
Jorgensen. When the British government grants a 
licence, it is expressly stipulated that the ship shall pro- 
ceed directly from such a port to such a port, specifying 
their names. But should it happen, which is very fre- 
quently the case with vessels trading to Iceland, that 
after having procured a licence, in going from an Eng- 
lish port they observe the sea clear and free from cruizers, 
they will run into Norway, sell their cargo there and go 
back to Copenhagen for another; but if they then^ on 
.their way to Iceland, meet *an English ship of war, they 
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« 

necessary articles for the country^ the whole 
of which^ tbgether with tea thousand rix- 
dollars for the paynient of the salaries of the 
public oflSicers^ &c.^. was considered lawful 



will produce their licence, though in reality it is no se- 
cutity for that cargo. But should it ' happen, that the 
people, on board the man of war observe such a licenced 
8hip> with a &v6rable winci, to be steering a course 
difierent from her .direct* one, and thereby deviating 
from the route pointed out in her licence, that vessel is 
a lawful prize. At other times, indeed, licences are only 
granted for a- certain limited time, and, if exhibited 
after the. expiration of the. period expressed in the li- 
cence^ such a vessel is also a good prize. One or other 
was the case lyilh alf the ?esseb in the Iceland ports in 
the iuiomer of 1809, but none of them would have 
been condemned in England if they had be^n seized by 
the letter of marque, because they wf&re theii Ijpng at a 
port to which their licenpes permitted them to pf'oceed. 
That they had forfeited the protection granted them by 
their licence could not be proved by the ship's papers, 
though it could from letters to different people on the 
island: these, however> are not admitted in a court of 
admiralty. The case of the Orion difiers from the for- 
mer ones, in a^ much as the petson to whom the licence 
was granted (Adzer Knutzen) was not with the vessel; 
but since the papers, which proved the forfeiture of the 
licence^ were not on board the vessel at ^he time of her 
seizure, she was not considered a legal prize, and was 
restored to the ownerl 
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plunder^ and the Landfogued^ Mr. Fiydens^ 
berg, was compiled to deliver up the public 
money chest of the country, containing two 
thousand seyeii hundred riiL-^dollars. 

In addition to the above^ the foui* follow- 
ing drcotnstances are stated, as the most 
aggravating acts of violence* and oppression 
that took place, by Count Tramp, who pro- 
fesses to regard the whole as' a regulat sys^ 
t^m of plundef, and considers this as the 
leading object in every thing that was done 
by Mr. I^helps or Mr. Jorgensen : — ^rst, that 
Mr. Savigniac proceeded armed to a settle- 
ment at Oi^back, belonging to a merchant 
of the. name of Lambertsen*, taking with 
him a number of hordes loaded with goods, 

* Of this afiairi whicJI^ is- by Count Tramp regarded as . 
a case of peculiar hardship^ I have just received from 
Mr. Jorgensen the following explanation : Mr. Lambert- 
sen is owner of a vessel accustomed to trade between 
Iceland and Norway^ for which purpose^ early in the 
year 1808^ he procured from the British government a 
licence>en^powering him to convey to Iceland a cargo of 
provisions. Of this circumstance he had apprised his 
factor Sivertsen^ who^ after waiting till August, 1809^ 
in expectation of the arrival of his principal, concluded 
that he must either be lost, or that he had taken ad- 
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ecmsi^tiog chiefly of tobacco and coffee with 
43ther articles of luxury^ which Mr. Lamfoert- 
sen's factor was forced to receive, though, f»r 
from having ordered iany tiling of die kind, he 

▼aAtage of his lic^ace to carry on an illicit tt^de, as is 
often done between the different parts of Denmark, and 
that he would at all events not appear till the following 
year. The inhabitants of Oreback being therefore 
greatly diistressed, as two years had now elapsed since 
any ship hsid come to th^m with provisions^ and Mr. 
Lambertsen's own stock of goods, which had been lying 
all that time in his storehouses, beginning to be injured 
by keeping, Mr. Sivertsen wrote to Mr. Jorgensen dif- 
ferent petitions, » begging him to use his interest veith 
Mr. Phelps to supply Oreback over land with things of 
absolute necessity $ to which, aft^ sbme clelay, that 
gentleman assented, and an agreement was "drawn up 
and signed by both parties, stipulating that a return 
should be made for goods so sent from Mr. Lambertsen*s 
storehouses. Mr. Sivertsen, in consequence of this, gave 
an order to Mr. Petreus, Mr. Phelps' agent, for difierent 
articles, such as tobacco, coffee, sugar, cloth, &c. ', the 
whole of which was accordingly sent on thirty-five horses, 
which returned laden with Icelandic produce 5 the ex- 
pence of conveyance both to and from Oreback being 
defrayed by Mr. Phelps. Mr. Lambertsen at this time 
unexpectedly arrived, and vras naturally hurt, as well at 
finding that the goods with which he had calculated on 
loading his own ship were in the possession of Mr. Phelps, 
as that his warehouses were filled with the property of 
the latter, which would obstruct the sale of what he had 
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had applied to Mr. Joigcnsen to be excused 
from taking theiu in ; and that^ in exobange 
for these, Mr. SaVighiac compelled biqi to 
give up a quantity oT mer^andize, of which 
a return had previously been made to go*- 
vernment i-^^econdly, that an accusation of 
oppresioQ and extortion havii^ been made 
against Mr. Poulsen, a factor belonging to 
Mr. Petreus' , establishment at Westmannoe, 
he was^ without any inquiry into the grounds 
of the accusation, or without being allowed 
to speak in his own defence, summoned to 
appear at Reikevig, where he was detained 
for several days, and all the goods upon the 
island whether belonging to the factory or to 
any oth^ person were confiscated i*— thirdly, 
a vessel belonging to Mr. Clausen, which 
had a British licence, was seized and had 
her cargo confiscated ; it was, l\oweyer, after- 
wards restored : — fourthly, Mr. Lambertsen, 

hiffiself imported. He therefore refused to ratify the 
agreement^ and complained to Captain Jones of what he 
«*a]]ed the forcible taking away of hia goods> requiring 
to be paid for them, though it was sufficiently notcnioue 
that he had already been over paid, in as much as cofiee, 
&e,, are more than, equivalent to' the same weight of 
Icelandic produce. 



* 
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the merchant of Oreback just mentioned^ on 
his return to Iceland from Denmark, Confi- 
dent in the security afforded him by hii 
British Majesty's licence; was in like fnsunner 
ordered to. appear at Reikevig, where he Was 
for some time detained^ and the cargo he 
had brought to the. country was confiscated. * 

* The second and fourth of these charges are of do 
notorious a kind^ that little as I interested myself in 
political affidrs in the island^ it struck me whQe perusing 
them^ that such.^ts could not well h^ve transpired 
without their coming under -my knowledge} but as I 
c^uld Hot call to mind any such cir^mstances f tiik>i%ht 
it best to inquire of Mr. Jorgensen how far they weire 
correct. From' his answer^ which eonfurms my own 
ideafi, I have a further proof of the inaccui;^y of the 
information which Count Tramp ot>tained from the 
Daines ^nd othet interested persons in the island^ who in 
these instaSnces^ halTe plainly imposed upon himi> ''and 
who, " to use Mr. Jorgenseh's word*/ " very probaUy 
square their aecounti at his expence. ** — ^The situation 
of Westmsmnoe is sucli, that it never would have an- 
swered the purpose to h&ve confiscated property there; 
besides which the goods /belonged to i/br, Petreus/wbo 
had none of his property touched either there or at 
Reikevig. Mr. Lttmb6rts(^n*s cargo was exempt from 
confiscation } or, had it not been eo, there would not 
have been time to have seized it, since it came to the 
island but just before Captain Jones* arrival, after 
whose interference nothing was confiscated, It is Uiie, 
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An event as unforeseen as it was un&ybi'-* 
able to the present state o£ political and 
commercial affairs happened in the arrival 
at Havilfiord of the Talbot sloop of war^ 
commanded by the Honorable Alexander 
Jones^ to whom the factors of the Danish 
merchiants resident in that place lost no time 

Mr. Lambertflen had* to order to deliver ten' thousand 
dollars, public money; brought in his ship> but it wai 
never done. — ^The following information is all that I 
have been able to procure upon the sul^ect of the revo- 
lution in addition to what is related in the first edition 
of this work, tt was communicated to me by my Mendi 
Mr« Clausen, whom 1 haVe lately had the pleasure of 
seeing in England, and whom I particularly requested 
to point out to me any error or mis-statement which he 
might find, on perusing the narrative.^-''! know that. 
Mr. Poulsen was detained 9ome daya in Reikevig, 
charged with oppressing the inhabitants in Westman-* 
noe, which, howtver, nevetf was proved^ and that he 
was not permitted to speak in his defence, or toget 
any satisfaction for the impn^r accusation. But if 
any goods were confiscated i am unacquainted with the 
eircum&tance. During my stay in Rerkevig I saw a 
letter firom Mr. Jbrgensen, in the ixMsession of Mr. 
Lambertsen, ordeoing him not to leave Reikevig with- 
out his (Mr. Joigensen*s) permission i which . letter 
afterwards was destroyed by Mr. Jorgensen himself, 
who obtained it from Mr. Lambertsen under pretence 
of wishing to peruse it. *' 

VOL, IL ' £ 
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in wbmitting^ueh ^)partidiind an^^rAlM 
^taybencieiit of sdl tbftt hod token plac^^ 2»^ 
ibigbti b^ ^p^cted from me^n wJbc^ipamoM. 
and whose interests were so niftteriidly 'in^•. 
volved* Captdin Jones> therefore, for 'ihe> 
purpose' of becoming better informed upon, 
this subject) sailed round without deldy/to 
Reikevig Bajr^ where^ among the first objects 
be sfW) was the dark bioeiflag, with three- 
^hite stockfish on the upper quarter,' waving 
upon one of the warehouses in the town. 
Immediately upon his arrival. Count Tran^pi 
a prisoner * in the Margar^ «Gkd A&im^ la 
which he had been confined ever sinee bis 

* There appears tame to be no Ju^t r^Sason ifor itie 
severe treatment wiiicb Count *!frah)p tst&tes 'that hte 
received duHng his impHtonment ih the'Margat^t anil 
Anne. A' io?e of truth and a desiiie t6 mdce the preeP^kft 
AarratlTe an impaKial one> urges me to the insertion df 
the count's own relation of these Cireumstancies. ^1%^- 
haps an apology' for indlghities offered at thb peH^'of 
the seizure of 'his person may be found in the htlrrkH 
manner In which it was d6ne; and' the ihflamcd -^tstte-of 
the minds of the .persons cdneerned 'in it> in conse- 
quence of the suspected ill conduct' of the governor^ 
but no euch excuse can be made ih the more tranquil 
time 6f the imprisonment^ for a filthy cabin and an 
uninterrupted Confinement of nine weeks. ' With ' tl^tol 
to the count's general fare, 1 always thon^lit 'tMrtim 
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^heh lie4iUt4^ how ill he fand been liiiDietf 
^ersoiiaHjr «sM> and faoi^ cbntrury to fill .f he 
ltfW8 df iiati<msi aUdjog^'tbat Mr. Jocjgmiiea 

^ .slUurisd ,& .Aupply of evdtjr niocjeflfiary from the 
Land£ogued, Mr. Frydensbergj or from hid factor^ 
Bu*. Siihnionsen^ and^ indeed, t feel alifiost confident of 
ilf-^Ytet 'he WySi '' tied: tiowh ^tidcr 'ibe wG%ht of ^ 
Ml^ch Kfief land ttffltetioti uttitei, it now h&»a»jD^ lot 
^ bei K^pt cbnfined in <» :naM»w anal dirty cabiii> and 
aomelinieii when Captain .Listop took it into his head> 
e^en shut up in a small room> or rather closet^, where 
I was depiived of the light of the day. Constantly I 
iMs^olAiged to put up with ih^ sodely of drunken and 
ti(ii^fmaii8>jAndw!itli tkem ifor my icompanions, I was 
reduced to subsist on fare which even the men com- 
IkUncd iof.as'Miig more than cooiimoniyiadiflferentj in 
fh9rt>:I ,was tdeplived 'for the space of mae weeks of 
i^^eif eemFenleace and comlcNrt of life to. which I had 
keen uaod> and suljjected to all the.sufi^ngs which the 
oppreMorhad it in his power to inflict. His contempt 
of deoonttfii aadihttinaiuty even went so Amp as to refuse 
a refOflst tkat ^was made on my behalf by one of my 
Meiid8> JBftshii^ YadeliQi that I might be allowed to 
take exeroilevDn a smaU uninhabited island near which 
the ship w»:lyin^^ I would even have submitted to be 

•• • • •....' 

* This circumstance happened only once or twice^ when the 
great number of Danes, and the refractory conduct of some of 
them, called for the assistance df many of the crew from the 
Ma^%atet ia^AAtte : at such times it was though! the appearanctt 
oflfae-coifnt ttpcfa detit mij;ht encouiasts the insuirection. 
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was' not only a traitor to his own countiy 
' (Da:imark),' but equally so to Great Britain, 
which he had first served and then foughl: 
Ugainst ; and was now acting in rebellion to 
both, by hoisting the above-mentioned flag 
and by declaring the island free, neutral ahd 
independent, and at peace with all nations. 
Captain Jones, in consequence of this in- 
formation, felt it incumbent upon him to 
require from Mr. Phelps an expladatibn of 
his conduct, and received in answer a brief 
account of the various transactions which 
had taken place since his landing in the 
island^ with the motives which had urged 

under an armed escort of the ship's crew^ if it had 
been thought necessary^ whom I offered to pay'fojt* the 
trouble 5 yet this request Mr. Phelps refused through 
Jorgensen^ of whose 4etter to that purpose I have the 
honor to add a translation. It is remarkable in par-* 
ticular fbr the assuran(;e it contains that Mr. Phelps 
could not justify his cdnduct to his own goveniment« 
were he to adopt any other measures than those which 
had been taken." — ^Even supposing it to be troe^ as 
here stated by the cotint^ that he was reduced to li?e 
upon the £eire of the common sailors^ I will not deny 
that it might appear hard to him who was used to a 
different mode of livings but I am fully persuaded that 
such was far from being the case with the sailors^ who 
never had any cause for complaint, nor expressed any. 



ICELANDIC REVOLUTION. 53 

bim to .the . measures he had acbpted .*« 
Haying thus far' obtained from all parties 
the most correct information upon the affairs 
of the island, and having understood frbtid 
Mr* Jorgensen himself hqw he was, pituated 
with regard to England, Captain Jones 
considered himself called upon by his official 
(situation to interfere ii) a business in which 
the honor of his country appeared to him to 
be implicated, and he accordingly issued 
orders that the new Icelandic flag should be 
taken down; that Mr. Phelps should no 
longer leave the command of the island in 
the hands of Mr. Jorgensen, but should, till 
the will of the British government could be 
known, either restore the former authorities, 
or commit the supreme command to some of 
the most respectable among the inhabitants; 
that the battery should be destroyed^ and the 
guns taken off th^ island; that the natives 

* A copy of Captain Jones* letter to Mr. Phelps, and 
the reply of the latter, which contains a more detailed 
accouiit of what transpire^ at this time than I have 
thought necessary to insert in the narrative, will be 
found in the Appendix B., Nos. 6 and 7. No. 8 of the 
same Appendix is the copy of a letter from Captain Jones 
to Admiral Sir Edmund'Neagle, explaining in few words 
his motives for having interfered in the manner he did. 
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shouM 6e ha longer trained to iSie use of 
arms; fliat an account of the proceedingi 
ihontd be pt^ared and dispatdied tm thd * 
Britisl^ government; and that Mr. Jorgerisdn 
and CiouAt Tmnip should be forthwith sent 
to England', 

These coriditioni^ Were accorcfiAgfy com» 
plied with^ and an agreement "^ concluded 
between Captain Jones and Mr. Phelps on 
one part^ and the Etatsroed S^ephensen and 
the Amptman his brother on the other^ in 
which it was stipulated^ that the latter 
gentlemen, being the next in mnk to Count 
Tranip, should take upon thev^ the gdvem-r 
ment of the island, and be responsible fdt 
the persons and property of British subjects; 
iVlr. Phelps, therefore, together vdth Count 
Tramp and Lieutenant Stewart of the Talbot 
(the latter chained with dispatchesr fh)Q9 
Captain Jones) embarked in the Margavet 
and Anne, and Mr. Joi^ensen in the OricMij 
for Englandt On the <hird day of the voyage, 
however, the Danish prisoners, as is detailed 
in the journal, set l^re to the Margaret an4 

* See Appehdut B., No. 9. 
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jkiMie; ia consequence of wfaicb lAm 'ma 
^ititely compomed:; bat tbe p^tsmgerg and 
cmwy haviog been {HxmcleAtially. sinsA, by 
tke Orion^ returned on the 99th of August 
to Reikevig) where no other aftei^tion in 
affairs took place, except that Mr. Phelps 
and Mr. Jorgensen* witb Lietetepant Stewart 

• 

* Having thus brought to a conclusion that part 
of the narrative. in which M^. Jorgensen ha» been 
concerned^ it may be interesting to some of my 
readers to know what has since happened to him; and 
what punbhment he has suffered Jbr having un« 
guardedly broken his parole. On arriving in town he 
took up his abode in his accustomed lodgings at the 
Spread-Eagle Inn> Gracechurch-street> where^ so &r 
iix>m wishing to remain in conciealment, he received 
letters addressed to him without disguise, and even 
Wrote to the Admiralty, and presented himself before 
the lords commissioners of that couit. No notice, how- 

• » • • 

ever, was taken of what he had done by any of the 
public offices, until, from private resentment, inform- 
ation was given to thd Transport Board that he hjid 
broken his parole, and it was farther, though falsely, 
added, that he had also secreted himself. He was 
consequently arrested, and confined in TothilUtields 
Bridewell, whence he was removed to the usual depdt of 
prisoners under a similar predicament, Chatham hulks. 
On board the Bahama, with frequently five and even 
seven hundred prisoners of the worst description in the 
same vessel, he was kept in close custody for a twelve- 
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embadced in the Orion for England, and 
Count Tramp with his Secretary, and a Dane, 
a Syaselman of Iceland, (who was considered • 
a necessary witness to the count) were ac* 
conunodated by Captain Jones in the Talbot. 

ttMmtb. Baring this interral his bitter^t eneJODies^ the 
DaneSj had frequent opportunities of bringing forward 
charges against him> to which he had no opportunity 
of replying^ but which tended materially to injury 
him.-^He' ^as, however j rdeased from that rigorous 
cpniinement, and placed for a while in a comparative 
state of liberty, ypon his parole at Readings since which 
^ime he has been allow^ tQ be fully at large ; and here 
I will beg leave to close my, short account of the trans- 
actions of this man, by a passage extracted from his ma- 
nuscript narrative of the revolution of Iceland, which he 
employed himself in Writing during, the severity pf his 
confinement.-!--'' If there are any charges against me, 
let those pepple making them come forward in an open, 
fair and candid manner.^— Let me see my accusers face 
to face, and how easily shall ) confront them ! — ^but 
this they dread, for truth must prevail. Where, in the 
name of God, is there any man in Iceland who can 
make a just complaint ? Is any man injured in property 
or liberty? . Is there any innocent blood crying ven- 
geance against me ? If I have shed that of a fellow 
creature, either in a just or unjust manner, let my head 
pay for it ! If I have gained only orft shilling at the 
public expence, let my right hand suffer for it! If | 
^ave enriched myself to the detriment of any one 
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Or arriving ia London Count Tramp 
ghdly embraced the opportunity which pre- 
sented itself of submitting to . the under- 
jiecretary of state a foil detail of all the events 
that had taken place in Iceland^ connected 
with the late revolution^ and a petition for 
the redress of si|ch injuries ;as weret herein 
stated to Imve been received by Danish mer^ 
chants, or by the Danish government ; for it 
must be remembered that not a single Ice- 
lander was injured eijther in person pr pro- 
perty. 

What reception these representations met 
with from our government I have never been 
able to learn. * Certainly no public notice 
was ever taken of them. To prevent, how- 
ever, future attacks upon the island firom the 
owners of letters of marque who may' be 
jBC$uated by less honorable motives than 

individual^ let my left band be cut off! If I have caused 
any one single person or more to be confined for being 
opposite in principles to me^ let me feel the horrors of 
perpetual imprisonment myself ! But^ if I have done none 
of these^ let me eojoy that liberty which I look upon as 
-the only true good qn earth. . The British government 
^as a power to crush ) it has also a power to be merciful.'* 
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vefl^els^ tkitlieF^ Sir Joseph Bank^ ngMQ 
stepped fcraravd in beliatf of bis fitvorite hie^ 
hndersy and through his kind and beQ^voii^t 
ffitertioM an order in council was issued^ 
itPicttyfephiddingaU acts of hostilities against 
the poor and defenceless colonies of the 
Ostoisb diDininioas^ and permitting them to 
trade with the parent country unmolested by 
British cruisers. Sueh conduct on our part 
could net but giro ample satisfectioti |o 
Count Tramp, whose own words upon this 
subject are, ^^ the peculiar fever which Ie&^ 
land wd its conceroa have met with here^ 
$md thfi ma^jEier in which His British Msh 
jesty's ministers have interested theii»elvea 
in its vei&re, and above all the security obf 
teined for the fiitiu^, ha» entirely obliterated 
all bitterneaa fraia my heart. " In another 
letter to me he says, yrkea spealdng of the 
proclamation declaring the island to be neu-t 
tral and the inhabitants placed upon a foot-r 
ing with other friendly strangers, " I appre- 
hend that the people of Iceland with the 
greatest anxiousness e:i^pect tRe news from 
England, which, being noiw so consoling 
and in every respect so comforting, I .should 
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bd mif&df wantkig im duty if I did not 
fofnvard it as speedily as poss^te/' It mwy 
not be in^iroper to ioseii m this pfoee a copy 
^ tibe above-metiCioned proclamation ; 

.AX XBS. 

Court at the Qmeeft^ Fulace, February fy 1910^ 



THiJE iONQ'S MOST EXCELLENT lMJ£Sf!% 

IN COUNCIL. 

• 

^ Whereas it has been humbly represented 
C9 iris Majesty^ that the islands of Ferroe 
and Iceland^ and also certain settlements on 
liie coast of Greentahd^ parts of the do^ 
inimons of Denmark^ have, since the co»^ 
fnencemeift of the war between Great Britain 
and Denmark, been deprired of aH inters 
course with Denmark, and the inhabitants 
of those islands and settlements are, in eon- 
sequence of the want of their Mcustomod 
supplies, reduced to extreme miaei^'v being 
without many of the necessaries and of most 
of the conveniences of life. 

^^ His Majesty, being moved by eompas<- 
sion for the sufterings of these defenceless 
people, has, by and with the advice of his 
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privy council^ thoi:^ht fit to declare his royal 
will and pleasure^ and it is hereby, declared 
and ordered^ that the said islands of Ferroe 
and Iceland, and the settlements on the coast 
of Greenland, and* the inhabitants thereof, 
and the property therein, shall be exempted 
from^the attack, and hostility of His Majesty's 
forces and subjects, and that the ships be^ 
longing to the inhabitants of such islands 
and settlements, and all goods being of the 
growth, produce, or manu&cture, of the said 
islands or settlements, on board the , ships 
belonging to such inhabitants, engaged in a 
direct trade between such islands and settle- 
ments respectively and the ports of London 
or Leith, shall not be liable tq seizure and 
* conlEiscation . as pri^se. . 

*' His Majesty is further pleased to order, 
'Mfith the advice aforesaid; that the people of 
all the said islands and settlements be con^ 
sidered, when resident in His Majesty's 
dominions, as stranger friends, under the 
safeguard of His Majesty's royal peace, and 
entitled to the protection .of the laws of the 
realm, and in ' no case treated as. alieh 
enemies. 
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^^His Majesty is farther. jdieased to order^ 
•with the advice aforesaid^ that the ships of 
the upited kingdom^ navigated acc(»rdtng to 
law^ be permitted to repair to. the said 
islands and ^ettlementSj and to trade with the 
inhabitants thereof. 

*^And His Majesty is farther pleased to 
order^ with the advice aforesaid, that all His 
Majesty's cruisers and all other his subjects 
be inhibited from committing any acts of 
depredation or violence against the persons, 
ships^ and goods of any of the inhabitants of 
the said islands and settlements^ and against 
any property in the saidu islands and settle- 
ments respectively, 

" And the right honorable the lords com- * 
missioners of His Majesty's treasury. His 
Majesty's principal secretaries of state, the 
lords commissioners of the admiralty, and 
the judge of the high.court of admiralty, and 
the judges of the courts of vice-admiralt}', 
are to take the necessary measures herein^ as 
to them shall respectively appertain. " 

(Signed) 

/' W. Fawkener." 
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ifenoe tiieii it appeals that a mercaiftile 
speeulatioa the most unfortumil:^ and a leros* 
liitlim the most singolar in its naftune^ faaire 
beentiie means of placing the idand in n 
greater state of eecurity than fbrmedy; mad 
a way has thus been opened for betteidng tiie 
condition of its inhabitants^ provided the 
Danish government has compassion enough 
upon the most injured of its subjects to per- 
mit the humane intentions of his British 
Majesty's ministers to be carried into effect* 
Should this not be the case (and «uch seem^ 
more than probable^ from the late dectees 
of that country, strictly pfc^ibiting, on pain 
of deaths all intercourse with the British)^ 
then will the state of the natives be more 

• 

wretched than ever; unless^ which I sincerely 
flatter myself wiH be the case, England should 
no longer hesitate about the adoption of a 
step to which every native Icelander looks 
forward as the greatest blessing that can 
befal his country, and which to England 
herself would, I am persuaded^ be productive 
of. various signal advantages, the taking pos- 
session of Iceland and holding it among her 
dependencies. Iceland, thus freed from the 
yoke of an inefficient but presumptuous ty- 
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tant^ might then^ guarded by the protectioa 
of our fleets^ and fostered by the liberal policy 
of our commercial laws^ look forward to a 
security that Denmark could never afford^ 
and toa prosperity that the selfishness of the 
Danes has always prevented: while England 
would ' find herself repaid for her generous 
conduct by the extension of her fisheries^ 
the surest source of her prosperity^ and by 
the safety which the numerous harbors of 
the island afford for her merchantmen against 
the storms and perils of the arctic ocean. 
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PROCLAMATION. 

Reikefrig, June ^6, 1809. 

1. ALLDftnbh autborityeeasrt in Icelahd. 

2* All Danes, or factors, connbctfed with 
Danish merbantiie houses, shall remdn within 
doors, and are hot to be seen in the streets, 
nor to converse with each other, nor to send 
written or verbal messs^en from one to the 
others without having pemlissioa so to do* 
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3. All ofiicera under Danish government 
shall not leave their respective houses^ and 
are under the same restrictions as those men- 
tioned in the foregoing paragraph/ 

4. All sorts of arms^ without exception, 
such as muskets, pistols, cutlasses, daggers, or 
ammunition, shall instantly be delivered up. 

5. In case any of the inhabitants, 'either 
women or children, shall bring messages to 
or from a Dane, without permission, they 
shall be punished as enemies to the state. 
Nevertheless, should the child be ignorant of 
its crime, the person sending it shall be 
punished instead of the child. 

6. All keys to public and private store- 
houses shall be delivered up. All money or 
bank notes, belonging to the king or factors 
connected with Danish commercial houses, 
shall ;be laid under lock.and key. All books 
of accounts I or papers belonging to the king 
or factors shalii be surrendered. 

■ • 

7* Twa hours and a half ai*e allowed in 
Reikevig; and twelve hours in Havh£K>rd to 



PROCLAMAtlflK. N» 1. fig 

execute these orders. Respectingother places^ 
proper arrangenients will take place hereafter. 

8. AH natives, women or children of what- 
ever description, all Icelanders in office have 
nothing to fear; for they will be treated in 
the best manner, provided they do not violate , 
the articles contained in the proclamation. 

9* Should these orders be speedily exe- 
cuted, it will save a great deal of unnecessary 
trouble and the effiision of blood. But, on 
the contrary, should any person act in oppo- 
sition to what is here directed^ he shall 
immediately be arrested, brought before a 
military tribunal, and shot within two hours 
after the offence is committed. 

10. Whenever the above articles are known 
to be carried into efl^t, a proclamation will 
be issued, by which the Icelanders will find 
that nothing but the true wel&re of their 
country is in view, and that our proceedings 
are solely calculated to insure a peace and 
happiness little known to the inhabitants in 
iater yeairs. 
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11. This proclamation $ha11 immedi^ely 
(^ translated into Iceiandio^ and pof(t^ up in 
the most public places, so that the natives 
may be convinced that ^nothing w^l be done 
prejudicial to their liberty, nor to their di!i*v 
advantag;e in any shap^ whatever. 

In case it can be proved that any person sliaU have 
acted against the tenor of this procUunation, the person 
or persons proving the same shall receive a reward of 
fifty rix-doUars. 



(Signed) 



JOROEN JOROENSEN. 



PROCLAMATIQN. 

Reikevig, June 2p, 1809. 

1. Icdand is free and independent of 
][)enmark. 

2. All public offi<»rS9 who are ni^ves of 
Iceltod^ who remain faithful to their own 



PROGI4AMATIOV. N^ 1. 71 

countr^^ and who will make oath to execute 
Hmt fiincttoiis, shall receive their full salaried. 

3« AIL public officers^ who are natii^es of 
ledand, and who remain pacific^ shall be 
respected* 

4. All pensions to widows^ infants^ or 
officers nesbbed from office^ shall be paid. 



5. The officers in diflbrent ampts or dis- 
tricts shall take care that an honest and sen- 
sible person is chosen, who is^ well acquainted 
with the situation of his country, and who is 
tQ r^piieseot his own district. AH laws and 
ac^. are to come from such representatives. 
They are to be maintained at the expence (^ 
the state, and to be established on the same 
footing as those were before the island became 
dependent on the Kings of Norway. 

Q» Svery officer under government, who 
wishes to remain in his situation, shall notify 
the same in a letter to me« A fortnight is 
allowed in the nearest places and seven weeks 
in the most distant for the purpose, unless 
^ad roads or other insurmountable obstacles 
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should make it iini»acticable to furnish an 
answer so soon ; but in such case the reasons 
for the delay must be communicated at the 
bottom of the letter. Officers^ not remain- 
ing in office^ cannot expect any assistance 
from the present government^ and other pffi-* 
cers will be appointed in their plac^. 

7. None but natives can be members of 
the legislative body^ or represent the people 
in their respective districts, 

8* Iceland has its own flag. 

9. Iceland shall be at peace with all nations^ 
and peace is to be established with Great Bri-r 
tain> which will protect it, 

10. Iceland shall be set in a state of defence, 

11. All hospitals^ and schools shall be 
established on a better footing than what they 
have been hitherto, 

12. All debts due to the former Danish 
government, or the factors connected with 
Danish mercantile houses, shall not be paid ; 
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ndr any money which there is a possibility 
of remitting to Denmark. Every person so 
indebted is exempt from paying the sums 
dcue. 'But should any such debtor attempt 
to pay any part thereof, at any time, he shall 
be compelled to pay the whole amount to 
the present government. 

13. All kinds of grain shall by no means 
be sold at exorbitant prices. 

14. All Icelanders are exempted from one 
half of their taxes till the 1st of July, 1810. 

15. The inhabitants can proceed uninter- 
ruptedly from place to place and trade 
wherever and with whomsoever they please, 
except Danish merchants not resident in 
Iceland. 

16. Till such time as the natives shall send 
in their representatives, all public officers, 
and persons who have money due from go- 
vernment, may address me for the same, and 
they shall be paid. 

17* No man shall be judged or punished, 
after the representatives are assembled, with- 
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out being fouad -deserving of punish ipent by 
twelve of his fellow-citizens. 

18. Every public officer, of whatever da* 
nonpnation, shall endeavour to prevent all 
communication with Danish ships. A speci* 
fication shall be given in of what grain is 
necessary for each district, so that it may be 
transported thither before the setting in of 
the winter; and care shall be taken that 
hereafter the island shall be supplied with 
corn for one year to come. 

19. No Icelander must, on account of the 
Ute liberty being granted, presume to offend 
or assault a person for being a Dane, nor for 
having held a situation under the king, nor 
for having been in the employment of, or 
connected with, a Danish mercantile house, 
provided they do not interfere with the po- 
litical affairs of the island. 

*^* The number of representatives to be sent are 
three froim the southern arapt^ one from the eastern 
ampt^ two from the nort)iernj and two from the west- 
ern ampt. 

(Signed) 

J0HG£N J0HG£NS£N. 
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Reiknig, June 99, 1809. 

We a;% informed that certaia evil-mioded 
people have propa^ted false reports i^ the 
country; and have represented to tb? inha- 
bitants that it is dan&^erous to travel from 
place to pl^ce^ and that nijuc^ blood has bf^i^ 
spilled in the streets of Reikevig by the 
Engli^. The inhabitants need not be i^ 
der any apprehensions^ but vpx^ rest assuijed 
that no violence w^U be committed ^^\y^ 
them^ and that they are at full liberty to foL* 
low their lawful occupations without molest* 
ation; and it is hereby declared that all such- 
rumours are entirely without foundation«--r 
All persons, that do or sliall hereafter spread 
such false reports^ shall be deemed enemies 
to the state^ and it will be necessary to treat 
all such people^ who do not demean them- 
selves as peaQea.bl^ citizens, with the uti^^^t 
severity. 

(Signed) 

' J0R9£N JORGENSEN. 
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PROCLAMATION. 

R^keoig, July 1^ 1809. 

We are informed that some discontent 
exists on account of the natives interpreting 
an article in the proclamation of the 26th of 
June^ to a total exemption from all debts 
whatevier. — It is hereby declared^ that only 
such debt is remitted which is due to the 
king, or to such Danish mercantile houses, 
whose principals are not residents of Iceland. 
It is further declared, that all such Danish 
merchants, whose wives and children are at 
present in Iceland, and who themselves wish 
to remain in the island, shall receive all debts 
due to them, and, in case of refusal, the per- 
sons concerned will communicate the same 
to me, who engage to see justice done. On 
the other hand, all such natives as have 
money due from Danish merchants* mercan- 
tile houses on the island, shall have the same 
paid to them, if such debt can be proved by 
their books. 

(Signed) 

JORGEN JORGENSEN. 
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N" 5. 
PROCLAMATION. 

Reikevig, July 11> 1809. 

In our proclamation^ dated the 126th of 
June^ I8O9, it was requested that the nearest/ 
districts should, within a for^^ight, and tlie:^ 
more distant, within a certain limits time, * 
send in representatives, to consult what was 
best to be done in the '^present exigency. 
We find, however, tiiat the public officers 
have far from facilitated such a meeting; and 
we are thei-efore under the necessi^y^ of no 
longer resisting: the wish of ^ the people, who - 
have earnestly solicited lis to manage the^ 
administration of public afiairs, and who 
have in hundreds offered to serve in the 
defence of thdr country.— -It is therefore 
declacted, 

1. That We, Jorgen Jorgensen, have un-* 
dertaken the management of public affiiirs, 
under the name of Protector, until a setded 
constitution can be fixed on, with full power 
to make war or conclude peace with foreign 

pOWCTS. 
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Q. That the military have nominated us 
their commander by land and sea^ and to 
regulate the whole military department . in 
the country. * 

3. That the Icelandic flag diall be blije, 
with three white stockfish thereon^ and thd 
hoitor of it we protnise to defend at the risk 
of our Ufe and blood. 



4. That the great tkal of die island shall 
no longer be respected; but that all public 
dbcuments of conseqhenoe shall be signed 
by my own hand, dnd iny seal (J. J.) fixed 
thereunto^ until such time as the representa- 
tives shall assemble and provide a proper 
seal. 

5. That all public oflicers^ who have^ from' 
motives of patriotism, already given in de« 
clarations that they were willing to serve 
their country in its late difficult and danger- 
ous situation, shall recdve their salaries.— - 
On the contrary, those that have been situated 
near R^ikevig and Hot yet declared tbem- 
sdves, are totally suspended from office^ pay^ 
and power, unless they within the 20ih of 
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this mpnthgive pri^r reasons for not having 
sent in either their resign^tioiis or th^ir Wish 
of contjBuing. in office. AfW that da/te a 
list shall be made out and pubUcly di^tri- 
buted^ of the names of all those officers who 
shall either resign or continue in their 
employments; Any person from the date 
thereof^ who shall obey any order frottl such 
persons as have not declared themselves 
shall be deemed a traitor and treated accord- 
ingly. Nevertheless a month is granted to 
persons residing in places more remote from 
Reikevigy. that they may have sufficient time 
to send in their declarations. 

6. That all officers who wish tb resign 
shall be sent to Copenhagen free of expen<;l^> 
when an opportunity is found so to do4 la 
th^ mean time we command that all such 
officers shall hold themselves in readiness to 
be removed to Westman's Isles^ so that they 
may not by their intriguing disturb the pub- 
lic peace and tranquillityi unless they Call 
give security for their future good behaviour. 

7* That we have seen with die greatest 
satisfaction that the Icelandic clei^y^ as good 
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christians, have promoted tranquillity and 
good order at this dangerotis period ; ' there^ 
fore we promisfe to pay all their salaries and 
pensions to clergymens* widows^ and also to 
improve their present situation as mnch as- 
possible« 

8. That the country shall be set in a pro^ 
per state of defence^ without additional taxes 
on the nation. 

9. That a person shall be invested with 
full power to conclude a peace with his 
Majesty^ the King of Great Britain. 

10* That all British subjects shall have 
full permission to trade and reside in this 
country^ in case they do not ofiend against 
its laws; and all who shall unprovokedly 
assault a British subject^ shall be punished. 

1 1 . That none but natives can hold either 
civil or clerical oflSices. 

12. That we declare and promise to lay 
down our offices the moment that the repre* 
sentatives shall be assembled. The time 
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appointed for the convocation of the assembly 
is the 1st of July^ 1810; and we will then 
resign when a proper and suitable constitu- 
tion shall be fixed on ; and it is declared 
that the poor and the common people shall 
have an equal share in the government with 
the rich and powerful. 

13. That all Banish property on the 
island shall be confiscated for public use; and 
if any one shall conceal money, or other 
Danish goods or merchandize^ he shall be 
punished. 

I 

14. That the Amptmend^ whether they 
remain in office of not^ shall see these our 
orders duly executed^ and shut up and put 
seals on all I^nish storehouses in their 
ampts^ and receive all confiscated monies. 

15. That several officers^ from fear of the 
Danish government, wish to be forced to 
retain their offices, though they fully approve 
of our late proceedings, and therefore do we 
declare, as we have nothing in view but the 
real good of the country, that all such peo- 
ple, as are not animated by sufficient patriot- 

VOL. II. G 
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ism to serve their own country^ are permitted 
to leave the island and go to Copenhagen. 

l6. The situation we now are in requires 

r 

that we should not sufifer the least disrespect 
to our person^ neither that any one should 
transgress the least article of this our pro*' 
clamation^ which has solely in view the wel- 
fare of the inhabitants of this island. We 
therefore solemnly declare, that the first who 
shall attempt to disturb the prosperity or 
common tranquillity of the country shall 
instantly sufier deaths without benefit of the 
civil law. 

17* In all other respects the ancient laws 
and regulations shall remain in full force till 
such time as the constitution is settled, with 
the exception that every Icelander is per- 
mitted to proceed uninterruptedly from place 
to place, and to trade wherever and in what- 
ever manner he pleases, without having pass- 
ports from Amptmend or other authorities; 
yet all sentences and acts of condemnation 
must be signed by us before they can be 
executed. 

(Signed) 

JORGES JORGENSEN. 



PROCLAMATION. 83 

Mr. Jorgensen*s seal (J. J.) is affixed to 
the original of all these five proclamations. 

Mr« Jorgensen^ in his own narrative, remarks as fol- 
Ica/fB : *' Many hair^ found fault with different articles in 
n^ proclamations^ and a)ledge> that they were written 
with a great deal too much severity : but this proceeded 
from a perfect knowledge of the people I had tp dea^ 
with. Even if there had been some inconsistency in 
ibfim, siKh could not be wondered at, for we are not 
to Uftok for t\^ same regularity^i during the period of ^ 
revolution, as when a country is perfectly tranquil. But 
expressions of severity were absolutely necessary on my 
part, thereby to keep the unruly in check ; for I knew 
my own temper so well, that, had the success of my 
undertaking depended upon the shedding the blood o^ 
one single of my fellow creatures, I should have been 
obliged to desist entirely ; so that, by appearing what I 
really was not, I managed the whole island with ease. 
Although it was said in the proclamations, that all offi- 
cers who did not remain in tb^r situations should be 
transported to Westman*s Isles, such a thing was never 
attempted to be put in force, neither was a single indi- 
vidual who resigned, driven out of his habitation, whicbs 
might have been done in those houses belonging to go- 
vernment > but, on the contrary, I ordered that such 
persons and their &milies should be supplied gratb 
with every necessary from the public stores, till an 
opportunity offered for them to be sent to Denmark. 
Moreover, though it was publicly proclaimed, that any 
one, who should disturb the public tranquillity and not 
deliver up their arms, should be severely punished,, the 
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people 80 offending were only slightly reprimanded. 
John Beigman, with a drawn cutlass, ran about Reike* 
Tig, threatening destruction to us all, for which he was 
only confined fbr two hours. Mr. Finbdge, who had 
concealed two thousand six hundred rix-dollars, be- 
longing to Adzer Knutzen, received no manner of chas- 
tisement. Sigurd Thoi^msen suffered no punishment 
for propagating reports about the country that the 
streets of Reikevig were stained with the blood of Danes 
and Icelanders. Assessor Einersen was arrested and 
confined for a few days, upon the information of the 
Etatsroed Stephensen, that he was at the head of a 
conspiracy raised to attack the English.*— So much for 
my cruelty and severity." 



N°6. 
COPY OF A LETTER 

FROM CAPTAIN JONES TO MR. PHELPS. 

fit* Majattf't Sloop Talbot, Reikevig Bay, 
Jugiut 19th, 1809. 

The conversation I had with you respect* 
ing your transactions on this island was not 
with any intention of interfering, or depriv- 
ing you of any power granted by govern- 
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mefnt; but^ in consequence of hearing re- 
ports respecting your conduct^ I deemed it 
my duty to ascertain > the nature of your 
situation^ your business here, by what autho* 
rity you acted, and how far these reports 
were correct, in order to give you every 
protection and assistance as a British subject. 
You having, however, declined in the first 
instance (deeming it unnecessary) to give me 
such information, and then sending me a 
statement of your conduct, which appeared 
to me in several respects not sanctioned by 
your having a letter of marque only^ I ac- 
quaint you, not only that such a commu- 
nication was a respect due; but that it is 
a duty incumbent on all British subjects to 
give every information, both relating to them- 
selves and others, to the captains of any of 
his Majesty's ships; and your being apprised 
by letters from the lords commissioners of 
the admirality of my being sent here to 
protect your trade and that of this island, 
ought to have convinced you of its necessity. 
I therefore sent a message, appointing an 
hour for you to wait on me, in order to 
gain such information as would direct me 
how to act ; or^ if necessary, to reply in 
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writing to your statement; which circum- 
stances^ together with your refusal to com- 
ply with my request and a copy of this my 
answer, I shall transmit by the first oppor* 
tunity to the right honorable the lords com- 
missioners of the admiralty. I also conceive 
it my duty to acquaint you^ that from your 
not having any other authority^ that I atn 
aware of^ besides being owner of a letter of 
marque, you appear to me to Jiave far ex- 
ceeded that authority by taking on you the 
government of an island not actually consi- 
dered hostile to Great Britain ; the wretched 
state of whose inhabitants his Majesty has 
been graciously pleased so far to relieve in 
vnnter, as to grant licences to you and even 
to the enemies of Great Britain to support 
them; and you have, in my opinion, not 
only transgressed the laws of Great Britain, 
but of all nations, by assuming an authority 
tvhich no subject of any realm whatever can 
have a right to; namely, that of declaring 
the island free, neutral, independent, and at 
peace with all nations, and of appointing a 
governor, who is not a British subject, but 
a Dane; who has been an apprentice on board 
an English collier; served his time as a mid- 
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sfaipman in his Majesty's naVy ; afterwards 
fought against Great Britain ; and was mkde 
a prisoner by an English ship of war. I un- 
derstand he has issued^ with your sanction^ 
proclaoiations (declaring the island no longer 
under the government or control of Den- 
mark) signed in a r^al .manner (We^ Jorgen 
Jorgensen) ; besides which^ he has^ in sight 
of his Majesty's ship under my command^ 
hoisted a fli^ as yet unknown : and is em- 
ployed at this time in erectii^ a battery 
within musket shot, without my permission, 
and even without having consulted me on 
the subject; which is not only taking up 
arms against his own country (Denmark), 
but a disrespect to my pendant. I feel my- 
self called upon, therefore, to notice his 
conduct, which no attachment or zeal that 
gentleman may have for Great Britain can 
countenance ; neither would it, I am sure, 
meet the approbation of govemntient. I now 
fiiost earnestly recommend, either that you 
do not leave the whole power in the island 
in the hands of that gentleman alone, until 
his Majesty's pleasure is known (however 
qualified or respectable his character may 
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be)^ or^ that you immediately restore the 
former mode of government^ giving the su- 
preme command to some of the most respect- 
able of the inhabitants of the island. It was 
indispensably necessary, and was your duty, 
long since to have sent an account of your 
pn>ceedings to government, which I now 
recommend you not to delay. I also recom- 
mend your destroying the battery now erect- 
ing, taking the gun^ off the island, and desist-^ 
ing from training the inhabitants to arms, 
which can only tend at present to their 
disadvantage, they being still the subjects 
of our enemies, therefore not liable to be 
attacked by those, and may hereafter enable 
them to turn against Great Britain. Nor 
can I conceive from the statement you have 
made of their attachment to you, that such 
measures are at all necessary, either for the 
safety of your person or property. — Having 
thus, according to my duty, acquainted you 
with my sentiments, and pointed out the 
line of conduct that I conceive you, as a 
British subject, ought to adopt, I shall not 
interfere farther than by requesting to be 
acquainted with your future intentions, for 



LETTER FROM CAPTAIN JONES. 8^ 

the information of the right honorable the 
lords commissioners of the admiralty. You 
are wrong in supposing that I wish to cast 
any stain upon your character^ either as an 
EngUshman of a man of honor, nor can I 
believe you would intentionally commit an 
act which would reflect disgrace upon the 
British government. I am also far from 
doubting the word of Mr. Jorgensen, or from 
throwing any reflections either on his former 
situation, his character, or conduct ; but his 
not possessing any written document to cer- 
tify that he has permission from government 
to be on this island, and his having appeared 
in Havnfiord Bay, on board his Majesty^s 
ship under my command, in the undress 
uniform of a post captain, oblige me to insist 
on his immediate return to Great Britain, 
unless you can satisfy me you have permis- 
sion to bring him here. 

I am. Sir, 
Your most obedient and humble Servant, 

Alexander Jones, 

Captain of His Majesty's Sloop, Talbot, 

To Samuel Phelps, Esq., English Merchant, 
Reikevig, Iceland. 
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copy OF A LETTER 

FROM MR. PHELPS TO CAPTAIN JONES. 

'Reikefng, August 23rd> 1809« 

Sir, 

The convention or agreement^ which we 
entered into yesterday with the chief justice 
and the bailiff of this island, will, perhaps, 
preclude the necessity <£ my giving you a 
circumstantial account of every particular and 
minute transaction which has taken place 
heie since my arrival, of which I have kept 
a regular journal, for the purpose of laying 
the same before his Majesty^s ministers, 
together with original documents. The 
accounts and papers are voluminous, and 
it would take a considerable time to copy 
them: it was, moreover, impossible to do 
it in the time required by your letter of the 
20th instant. The journal papers and docu- 
ments I hold are necessary for my justifica- 
tion, and it may be of considerable utility to 
me to retain them; but, as I am totally un-* 
acquainted with the laws and articles of war 
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(farther than what I learn from having read 

the Margaret and Anne's letters of marque)^ 

I will readily deliver up all these papers and 

journal to you, if you will give me an order 

so to do, and a receipt for the same; as will 

also Captain Liston his journal and papers.—^ 

I must, however, beg leave to correct some 

errors or mistakes, which appear to exist, 

according to your letter of the 19th instant. 

--As to my having declined giving you a 

statement of my transactions here, this I 

certainly did not intend ; but, as the charges 

made against me from common report only, 

as stated in the first conversation I luid the 

honor to hold with you, were of a serious 

nature, and such as I knew to be unjust and 

untrue, I wished the whole transactions and 

complaints to be stated in writing, to pre* 

vent misinterpretation. Perhaps this request 

of mine was not correct or consistent with the 

respect due to a British officer; if so, I can 

* assure you no such disrespect was intended.*— 

I took the liberty of writing you a letter (in 

haste) dated the l6th, and another the .17th 

instant. Ctf the first I had not time to take 

to exact copy ; but it appears by your letter 

of the 19th instant, that some words in one 
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particular passage were left out^ which were 
intended by me to have been added. I refer 
you to the public proclamations^ to prove to 
you that the error in my letter proceeded 
from the hurry of writing: therefore I must 
b^ leave to correct it. — You state in your 
letter of the igth instant^ that I have not 
only in your opinion transgressed the laws of 
Great Britain, but of all nation9, by assuming 
an authority which no one has a right to 
assume, namely, that of declaring the island 
^'free, neutral, and independent:*' here should 
have been added, ^^ of Denmark ;" for so the 
proclamation is translated to me. — ^l^he only 
hostility I have committed is against the 
Danes. — ^You will find. Sir, by every true 
information you can obtain on shore, that I 
have never in any respect interfered, in the 
government or change of government here, 
farther than by giving my advice and consent 
to Mr. Jorgens^n in matters in which my trade 
was concerned, or in measures that I was 
bound to pursue, according to the instructions 
in the letters of marque, or to instruct Captain 
Liston so to do ; namely, not to compromise 
in any manner with our enemies. As far 
as I have gone, I shall not have the business 
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to retract^ whatever may be the consequence 
to me^ and sure am I no one proof or docu- 
ment t!an appear to shew that I have in any 
way interfered in the government; but I 
beg leave briefly to state to you how far I 
have been concerned, and to add at the same 
time that, not understanding the Danish 
language, it is possible that I may in some 
instances have been deceived. — In January 
last, myself and my partners sent a cargo 
of provisions and other necessaries under a 
British licence, to relieve the inhabitants of 
Iceland. The cargo was landed, but, through 
the artifice and intrigue of the Danes, 
instead of returning a cargo of Iceland 
produce, as the licence specified, the vessel 
was returned in ballast with stones which 
our. agent was obliged to pay for, although 
the then constituted Danish authorities had 
granted us a free trade, and the warehouses 
were full of Iceland goods. Severe procla- 

r 

mations were also afterwards published to 
obstruct our trade, all of which I shall take 
home.-— On finding that the same conduct 
prevailed on my airival here with another 
cargo on the 2 1st of June last, and that I 
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must again return in ballast^ unless I pursued 
strong measures^ I ventured to make Count 
Tramp prisoner^ partly on this account^ and 
partly on hearing that he had come here 
under a fictitious name and character. Being 
requested by many of the native inhabitants 
to issue some proclamations^ to satisfy the 
minds of the people^ and being also requested 
and entreated by them to remove the Danes 
from the island^ who had reduced them to 
the greatest state of misery^ I declined 
interfering, or taking any part in the govern- 
ment, and refused to hoist the English flag, 
not knowing that I. should be correct in 
so doing, until the will of his Majesty's 
ministers could be known.—* Upon farther 
applications being sent to me, which ex« 
pressed the wishes of the people that Mr. 
Jorgensen would stand forward to protect 
the island and the natives against the Danes, 
I certainly acquiesced, and gave him my 
concurrence and advice to act as the natives 
thought best, unless some of them would 
take the management of the island (cid in^ 
terim) till the will of the British govern- 
ment could be known ; and I agreed that 
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the island should be declared free and in- 
dependent of Denmark^ but only in suspen- 
sion, until his Majesty's pleasure could be 
known. I baVe in ao other respect inter- 
fered in the govemoient here^ farther than 
in protecting our property and persons. It 
has also been impossible for me to transmit 
an account of these transactions before to 
England^ as there have been no vessels fit 
for the navigation of these seas; of which 
you can easily assure yourself. You will 
find^ Sir^ that there are two parties in this 
island ; the Danish party and the Icelandic^ 
or English, party. I hope I have listened 
to and favored that party which will be 
most approved of by his Majesty's ministers ; 
but^ if it should not prove to be so^ I have 
erred unintentionally. 

I haye the honor to be^ 

Sir, 

Your most obedient and humble Servant, 

Samuel Phelps. 

To the Hononble Alexander Jones, 
Captain of His Majesty's Ship 
Talbot, Reikevi^ Harbor. 
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COPF OF A LETTER 

FROM THE HONORABLE CAPTAIN JONES TO 
REAR-ADMIRAL SIR EDWARD NEAGjLE, COM- 
MANDER IN CHIEF, 5fc., *c., Sic, 

His Majesty's Sloop, Talboi, Reikevig Baif, 
Iceland, August ^rd, 1809. 

Sir, 

I have to acquaint you that, owing to 
extremely bad weather, I had no communi- 
cation with this island ui^til the 6th of 
August, when I anchored for a few hours in 
Oreback Bay. I was there informed that 
there were three English vessels at this place 
and that an English merchant had become 
governor of the island. On the 8th I an- 
chored in Havnfiord Bay to water, when I 
learned that Mr. Phelps, an English mer- 
chant, and the owner of the Margaret and 
Anne letter of marque, had made Count 
Tramp, the Danish governor of the island, 
prisoner, and that Mr. Jorgensen (a Danish 
gentleman brought from England by Mr. 
Phelps) had taken upon him the government 
of the island; but that it was not satisfactory 
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to the inhabitants^ in consequence of his 
former satuations iii life. I catne here ion 
the 14tfa from Havtifiord^ for the J>ilrpo(se of 
iNStiog better . informed upon this subject^ as 
wdl as for 'the saloe of repairing my rigging. 
On entering the harb6r I found at anchor 
the Margaret and AtE^ne: privateer with two 
or. three other vessels, and saw a blue flag, 
with three white jgsb in the upper quarter, 
flying over the^towii.: this I was told was 
the new Iceland colors. Count Trattip, who 
was a prUoner on boanl the privateer, re. 
quested to have an interview with n^; during 
which he stated that he had been ^ctremely 
ill used, and in a manner that was contrary 
to the lawis of nations ; that Mr. Joi^nsen 
was a traitor to his own country (Denmark); 
that he. had first served Qreat Britain ; then 
fougbt against it ; and was now, by hoisting 
the above-^mentioned flag, and by declaring 
the island fr^, neutral, and independent, and 
at peace with all nations, acting in rebellion 
to both. I therefore thought it necessary to 
inquire of Mr. Phelps by what authority hjB 
acted. That gentleman having first declined 
to give any explanation to m|9, and after* 

VOL. II. H 



vmtds sent »e the enclosed wnNiteii tt^BLtenitsat 

4 

cf his tmnsftctioBs^ ti^ther with my being 
infenMd by Mr. Jorgenseii himself tlMt h& 
had heen an apprentice on board all Eiq^iA 
cdllier^ served as a midshipman in the Englbk 
navy^ then commanded the Admpral Jaml 
Dktnii^ privateer^ whicii was captured by hfo 
Majesty's sAoop Sappho^ th«t be was not ex^ 
ehanjgdl^ neither Imd he signed amy parote iof 
hoiior as a prisoner of WBct, bit was set 3^ 
liberty in London without any written doeu^ 
ments ! all these circumstances consideredy i 
deemed it my duty to pitevent his being lef| 
alone on the idlandat the head ^f a government 
ofhis own formation^ and have ooitese^eady 
taken those steps to obviate it, which td the 
best of my opinion and that of my officers 
would be right and most approved of by gor 
vernment. Endosed I aend copies of my an% 
swer and order to Mr. Ffaelps^ in consequence 
of the before-mentioned statement, atso every 
other document in my power to obtain, hoping 
they will give every information and expls/^ 
nation necessary on the subje<^. Not ooo<» 
sidering myself authoiised to interfere with 
the impisonment of Connt Tramp, nor 
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thraking it would be proper under the pte« 
sent circumstances to Hoist the British colors 
on the island without first informing you ; 
at the request of Mr. Phelps, I have restored 
the former government to the two men next 
in rfttik 4m the island to Count Tramp. In 
order to secure the quick and safe delivery 
bf thifs idtelligence^ I have sent in the Mar- 
garet and Anne* Lieutenant Stewart of his 
Msyesty's ship under tby command, who i^ 
acquainted with all the circumstances, and 
ehai^ged with ^ delivery, of the neW Icelan- 
dic flag Myou. 

I h^ve the honor to hie. 
Sir, &c., 

Alexander Jokes. 

Rear-Admiral Sir Edward Neagle*, 
Commander in Chiefs ftc.>&c.»&c*, 
Lddi. 



copy OF AN AGHEEMBNT 

Between His Royal Danish Majesty's Counsellor of State 
and Chief Justice of Iceland, and His Danish Majesty's 
Bailiff in the Westetn County of the said Island on tie 
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♦ 

one part, and the Honorable Alexander Jones, Captain 
of His British Majestfs Sloop of War, Talbot, and 
Sanrnel Phelps of the City of London, Esq,, on the 

other part. 

> 

ARTICLES. 

1. All proclamations^ laws, appointinents^ 
&c.^ made by ]V|r. Jorgen JoiE^eosen^ since 
his arrival in this couritry, are to be abolished 
and totally null and yoid^ * from the moment 
this agi^ement is signed. 

' , . ■ •/ 

9. The former gov^tum^ot i^ t^ be per^ 
fectly restored^ and the chief command to 
devolve upon the said chief justice of Ice^ 
land, and the said bailiflT of the western 
coqnty of Iceland^ native Icelanders^ they 
being, the next in power in the island to 
Count Tramp. 

3. All officers under the Danish govern- 
ment are at liberty to return to their offices, 

4. The government shall be responsible 
for the protection of all British subjects and 
the property that now is and may be on the 
island^ and all transgressions^ thefts, and 
personal assaults^ committed against British 
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fiubjects or tlieir property^ lihall be punished 
with the same rigor^ and according to the 
same law8> as if the property belonged to 
the natives. 

5. No battery is to be erected; and the 
one now at Reikevig is to be destroyed. No 
militia is to be raised in the island^ nor the 

♦ 

country in any way to be fortified or armed. 

6. All ofiicers or other persons either 
armed or unarmed^ who^ during the late 
events^ have taken part with Mr. Jorgen 
Jorgensen^ shall no longer be in employ- 
ment^ but their persons and property in 
every respect (whosoever or. of whatever 
nation they may be) shall be respected and 
protected the same as other persons and 
natives. — ^The convention between Count 
Tramp and Captain Nott, of the l6th of 
June last^ shall be in full force^ and be 
published throughout this country without 
delay^ t(^ether with this agreement. 

7. All merchants^ houses which are shut 
up in this country shall immediately be 
opened and the merchants of the said island 
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be permitted to continue or c^rry on tl^^ir 
trade as formerly. 

8 • All Danish property and public money 
is to be restored. 

Witness our hands and seals this twenty- 
second day of August^ one thousand 
eight hundred and nine. 

(Signed) 

Alexander Jones. 
Samuel Phelps. 
Magnus Stephenbbn. 
Stephen Step^ensek. 
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ACCOUNT OF HECLA, 
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Xhbre is scarcely a part of this gireat island 
but bears the V most striking marks of the 
eflfects of subterraneous fires^ though the more 
dreadful eruptions ' of later years have been 
confined to its southern and eastern quarters. 
Not only in the loftiest mountains, but even 
In the plains and vallies^ the remains of 
extinguished craters arrest the attention of 
the traveller^ and the tracts of lava which he 
frequently meets with are so extensive, that 
it not uncommonly happens that an Ice- 
landic summer's day^ however considerable 
its lengthy does not allow sufficient time to 
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traverse one of them in its greatest extents 
Among the numerous volcanoes^ Hecla^ from 
the frequency of its fires^ from its vicinity 
to the most populous part of the island^ 
and from its siUiation that renders it yisi^ 
ble to ships sailing to Greenland and North 
America^ has been by far the most celebrated 
among fbreign eomitries ^ not 4oes it, aeem 
to have been considered of less importance 
at home, having attia^cte/i to such a degree 
the notice of the native historians, that its 
several eruptions, subsequently to the coloni-' 
zation of the island (for it is supposed that 
many had taken place previously), have been 
inserted in tbe chrooides of the country* 
Upon this subject, however^ the difi^rei^ 
ai^n^lists are &r from being agreed, wsie^ 
accordii^ to Povel^n and OlflseiQ,^ wkQ 
«peak only of the principai <mes^ if^ntiim^ 
DO mcare than eleven^ and other^s o^ly stt^ 
teen ; while these authors say thftt» after th^ 
mo^t attentive researches^ they caa spieak with 
eonii4enfce to twen^-^two^ without ro^oB'* 
ing sewmU vhich^ though eiwwi^raAed bjf 
other wf iti^s, they regfird a^ v^^f^ri^^fk, ihifikr 
mg that the ^^m^ eruption ^n^y hia^ve h^^ 
counjted more thm onoe^ froai^ ifs hwii^ 



lasted above a y<ear> or its hftvbi^ begun m 
winter and ceased th^ Mlomtxg spring; and 
also without induding the less important 
discharges^ that have not issued frooi tlie 
volcano itself^ but from some of the hilloeka 
or beds of kva about it; thoii^h these in 
reality have a right to he included^ as having 
originated from Heda, whose fere pacing 
through subterraneous channels has found 
vent in different places. Leaving tfak ques* 
tion undecided/ 1 confine myself to Arngrim 
tlonas^ who^ in his Brevis Ommentarms de 
IslanMa^y relates the first to have taken 

* Tkis accouat does oat exactly agree witb that given 
hf Von Troilj who mentions eruptions of Hecla^ in 
1374^ 1390> and 1436.— The dates of the eruptions of 
iEtna and Vesuvius have also been recorded^ and^ in the 
uncertainty of their periods^ resemble what I find re« 
spectisg Hecla«--^They ace as follows : 

Mount JEtna — ^befoi'e the christian sera> four ^*— in the 
years 3325, 3538, 3554, 3843.— After Christ twenty- 
seven— 11T5, 1286, 1321, 1323, 1329, 1408, 1530, 
1S36, 1537, 1540, 1545, 1545, 1554, 1556, 1566, 1579, 
1614, 1634, 1636, 1643, 1669^ 1682, 1689, 1«92, 1747, 

Momt FM!£i>iw«,— after Christ— 79, 208, 472, 512» 
685, 993, 1036, 1043, 1048, 1136, 1506, 1538, (tbs 
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place A. B. 1 104 ; and to have been succeeded , 
by others in theyears 1 137, 1222, 1300/1341^ 
1362, and 1389, ^^^i* which the mountain 
is said to hove remained quiet till 1538, and 
then again for the space of eighty-one years, 
when, in 1619, fresh matter was vomited 
fi»rth$ and also in l6d6, 1693, and 1766; 
the latter eruption lasting, without intermis- 
sion, from the Idth of April till the 7th of 
September. Flames, but unattended with 
lava, appeared in 177 1 ^"^^ 177^^ siJ^ce which 
period to the latter end of the year, 1810, 
neither fire nor smoke has been perceived. 

Having already, in my Journal (vol. L 
page 194) stated the circumstances which 
prevented me from reaching Hecla, it is 
necessarily out of my power to give an ac- 
count of the state of the mountain from 
my own actual observation; but, if I miay 
be allowed to judge from the information 
I received in the neighborhood, I had less 
reason than might be imagined to regret my 

eruption at PU2zote), 1631> 16M, 1682, 1694, IfQI 
1704, 1712, 1717, 1730, 1737, 1751, 1754, 1760, 1766^ 
1767, 1770, 1771.— 5ir WiUxam Hamilton' sCampi Phle^ 
gr^, p, 51. 
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disappoiatnient; the eoveringiof snow^iiiat 
in many seasons entirely envelopes the ismnr 
mit^ having lain particularly thick during the 
summer of I8O9, and so com|detely ccmeealed 
every thing that might be locdced upoh ab> ret- 
•malleable^ that the proseoution of, my 'piiir 
ney would but have added to my fiil%iie 
vFithout a chance, i^f* the suoqessi:! vfisfaed 
for. Sir Josepli Banks^. however, ,aiid . hia 
party^ were more fortunate^ and, an account 
of their expedition [ has been : publishiNi by 
Von Troil, whose remarks on Heidal are.so 
fiuniliar to the English . reader/ .tl»t the 
mountain may be considered as well known. 
At the same time, as it is. one of those 
things that are reckoned most wonderful in 
Iceland, I am unwilling to pass it in silence, 
but shall endeavor, by means of extmcts 
from the less generally known -publication of 
Povelsen and Olafsen, aided by some notes 
made from Sir Josepli Banks* manuscripts, 
to compensate for what I have not in my 
power to relate in my own journaK 

Our Icelandic travellers, on their excur- 
sion to Hecla, stopped at the village of 
Selsund situated in the vicinity of the moun- 
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tarn, wbere the proprietor of the &rm urged 
thiem to accept him for their guide^ he 
being acquainted with the country all arpund 
the volanoj fiiough he had never actually 
readied even ita foot. The whole of the 
inlmbitanta who reside in the neighborhood 
cofisider it as the height of temerity for any 
one to endeavour to climb the mountain : 
in onder^ therefore^ to deter these gentlemen 
ffpom being rash enough to make the at- 
tempt^ they represented a variety of supeiv 
natural obstacles^ which, having, from time 
immeBk>rial, been handed down from father 
to 8o», were perhaps a« devoutly believed 
as they ware seriously related, tellii^^ among 
other things that were also urged to me, 
how Hecla is guarded by a number of 
Grange black birds resembling crows, but 
armed with beaks of iron, with which they 
would receive in a very ungracious manner 
any man that might presume to infringe 
upon their territory. The country for two 
leagues around Hecla they found wholly 
destitute of vegetation, the soil consisting of 
scoria, pumice, and red and black cinders, 
which, by the breaking out of the subter-* 
raneous fires, were here and there raised 
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into numeMm tittie faiiigiind etiiiiietice6^ in- 
isretskig in sim the neatet they approached ' 
the mountain/ The principal one^ which 
is called Kaod^oldur^, i« of ad dblong 
ferm^ with mi opening in its sammit of an 
faan^dred "and forty-four feet in depth, and 
eight hundred and forty feet in cif cum-- 
ferenoe: it conast^ entirely of small nsd 
Mm&g stBiscs, that b^e evidently heen in 
a^Mata of Kqu^ction. On reaching Heda> 
the diliicaity . of proceeding was increased, 
especially when it became necessary totrnvel 
orer the heaps bf lava that have flowed from 
the voteano, and formed round the base of 
the monntain a sort of ranipart from forty to 
seventy feet in height^ consisting of masses 

* *^ W««rrired (Se|vtaxtber H, IT?^) bx agreea spot 
under Graufel-hraun where we pitched our tents and 
proceeded to a crater which has an opening of half a 
mile in circumference^ but its western side is destroyed 
by the eruption. The hraun lies as if it came from this 
crater^ and the tufa and ashes ittiieh formerly made a 
part of its western side are stiU seen among it. Hie 
lower part and remaining walls are composed of nothine 
buf ashes^ cinders^ and pieces of lava in various states. 
Its name is Rod-Oldur. — The scene of desolation all 
around is almost inconceivable.**— 8ir Joseph BanW 
^anu$cript Journal, 
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of melted stone. In this spot^ which appears 
to be the place alluded to by Von Troil^ where 
he speaks of the hill as being sucroiinded with 
lofty glazed walls^ and filled with high glased 
difis not to be compared to any thing he 
ever saw before^ our travellers found it neces* 
saiy to leave their horses ; anid their guide^ 
under the pretence that he was suddenly 
attacked with a head-ache, excused himself 
from attending them farther on their journey* 
The ridge of lava was climbed with extreme 
difficulty, for the* stones ofwhicfa.it was 
composed lay dietached, and tiiere were so 
many deep holes between thoxi, that it was 
necessary to use the greatest caution in walk-» 
ing to prevent accidents. The ground shortly 
after becoming -more solid, their road was 
consequently materially improved, and they 
began their ascent on the western side, where 
the continual cracking of the rock tinder 
their feet at first caused them some uneasi-* . 
ness, till, upon more attentive observation'^ 
they found that the whole mountain itself 
was reduced to a mere pumice-stone, lying 
in horizontal strata of moderate thickness, 
every where full of fissures ; and hence, they 
observe, may be formed some idei^ of the 
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nkimisiih: ha he^ti m fur coH^atned that dlt 
tlie rM^ tvhich'csoiiipose it trill crumbte 
ifitiy d9sb^/ if iHe Voteatoo thaft hat$ prodmed 
Isiuch an effect should again'' for a while *^ 
i^sum^ its( dpettrtions. Contrary to their ' 
expectations^ they continued to ascend with-^ 
out meeting with any obstacle^ passing over a * 
edotmued series of sloping terr^es^ of which 
they reckoned sevett before they reached the 
summit. The sides of the hrll they found 
from top to bottom deeply scarred with ra- 
vinSB^ f<Mrmed originally by the tcft'rents of 
hMky fattt noir senung as beds for the winter 
catBttiactsr. Among otheii* curious minerals 
tbat they met with on .their way, they 
gathesed sem^ ^ that they considered as deci- 
ime of tl^ feet of Heclavhaving occasionally 
throwti ortt wuter * as well ^ fir^ ; and th^y 



* The ^i^harge of water ftom Tolcanoet^ as i^fUl 
as flre^ is ^ no takaa^ uaustal. Sir Wiiliatn Hamilton^ 
tii4i0 most iogeniousl^ eBdeaTors to account for some of 
the^most strikiDg appearances of the globe from this exr- 
cumstaiJce^ considers the water as merely rain that has 
been depd^ited ij^ the caverns^ edntrafv, as he says, to 
tbe generally ree^ved ojpkxncm that it arises from a eon- 

* 

iverfion; between the mountains and the lea. He men- 
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are from this led to notice an extraordinary^, 
matter^ of which they do not appear them- 
selves to have seen any symptoms, that so. 
great a* quantity of salt*" has been found 

tions {Caiwjpi PkUgrai, p^.^W on this subject^ that *'it 
is well attested^ that in the great eruption of Vesuvius^ . 
A. D. 1631, several' towns; among which were Portici 
and Torre del Greco> were destroyed by a torrent of 
boiling water having burst out of the mountain widi the 
lava, by which thousands of lives were lost**' 

* This» as they jsay, (torn. iU. p. 35.) '* ne contribue 
pas peu ^ qonficmer V d|>inion de la cotinexion proiiable \ 
entre la mer et }es vdcans, tant de ceux qui vomissent 
des matures embirase^s, qu^ de.ceux, qui vomissent de 
Teau alternativemeht. ^On pent raisonnabl^^ment pr^u* 
me^ ces communications entre la mer, les volcans, etks 
glaciers de la partie* o^entale, en rabon de leur' proxi-*, 
mit^ de la mer et la profondeur de leurs raciHes 5 ces ^ 
montagnes vomissent en ^ffet une bien plus grande 
quantity d*eau que la fonte des glaced^ne pourtait pro* 
duire, et on a mdme femarque un goi!ft salin 4 leurs 
eaux. On objectera peut-^tre, dr<ggai9ddu*m6nt ribcla, * 
qiVil peut $e trouver dans ses entrailles qi^antit^ 
de sel de roche^ mais ses« entrailles vont jusqu'au 
. niveau de ia mer ^ d'aill^urs ind^pen^amqient^js I'ppiiiion ' 
g^ni^ralement kccr^itl^e fie tant de savans de tous les pays, . 
de la connexion secrete qu'il y a entre r£tna en Sidle et 
FHecla, . puisque ces deux vokans ont » souv^nt brM^ ' 
en m^me temps^ on verra nombre d'exiemples cuxieux 
qui prbuvent k^ sympathie ^qu*il y a entve rUecU^ lors 

• ♦''' • .. • - 
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liter its eraptions, as has been sufficient to 
load a number of horses. On the night of 
the igth of June^ they at length approached 
the summit^ and fou;id tliemselves on the . 
edge of the crater^ in a pUce covered with ice 
and snow ; yei not of such a nature as that 
of the glaciers, since it generally melts a^ay 
in the summer months, excepting only what 

de 868 €nipti(Hi8j et les autres volcltDs de rlslande plus 

ijmgnia de lui qu'iLnei'est de la uper^ et xn^me les plus 

^oign^^' — ^What might be coQsklered as still farther 

proving the cpnn^tion between volcanoes and the ocean 

is, tliaft\£tna is related by Seneca in his s^ond book 

^ Naturaliim Quattionum td l^ave thrown out a quantity 

of burning s&nd y so .that '* involutus est dies pulvere, ^ 

pq[Hilosque subi^ nox terruitj** but probiablir thi^t 

philosopher meant notluDg more b]^ sapd than minute 

particles of pulverized m%tter> .. a quantity of which, 

resembling gunpowder^ was lately shewn me by the 

Countess of Gosfbrd, picked up during the^last eruption^ 

of thtti same . mountain (Miar^/ Id09)> in the very 

^ streets of Mies^sina, fifty miles distant in a atnjght line, . 

. * where it felj in such quantises that, several cart-loads 

might h^ve been collected.— The most extraor(ti|iary 

* proof of the connection between. volcanoes and'subter* 

raneods watei^s see^w to be a£fprdea by/Humboldty who, 

uv the zoological part of his ti^ivels, speaks of the vol- 

*^*'cahoes of Quito castink out innumerable jquantities of 

j» • * ... 

a species o£ fish that is fouhd in the streams that run 
ihtQ the 8k}<38'of the mountains. 
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io the holboivrs and eleft»;; far Hfichs b 
to be elasfled among' tke Icelandic mountaiiui 
ei kyferior hei^t, rising to iter greaten; dera^ 
tion than five tbousand feet abave the levd) 
o( the sea. What rtedeivd tlieir walk moDe 
uncomfortable wa& tiiat a fligbt of snoMr had 
recMdy fiiillen, the depth oC' yAsMk wm nat 
Ims than a foot and half. Tfaroiq^h this iJh^ 
had a long and toilsome pasSage^ before they at 
ht9t found tiiemselves arrived *at tke otigeetof 
their journey, the summit of 'Mount Hecfa^, 
where the most dreary solitude and silence the 

* Sir Joseph IkaHa tki|s jiescrihte Im ascefit o£ the 

» 

•ame hill: ^^«a aaoended Mouiit Heda itith the wiad 
yawing against ub so Vioiaotljp^ that we •could with 
dlfficuky prooeaiL The ivost too waa lyidg.u^<Hi tha 
gtound^ and tha cold extcehieljr severe; We oursdves 
mcxe eoFered withiee ia sueha manoei! that our clothes 
raseoMad buckraob On reaching, the suixnnit of the 
firat peak^ we hens-and there reniarked places yugse the 
aaow had' been minted/ and a UMe heaC ws» arisii^ 
fiham thein>.aad it waa h^ ona of these that we lasted to 
ohsfflrive the haiomatefv which waa 24. 896i ThI 27> The 
water Ure faadi with us. waa all firoaan* ]>o<ftor LiadifiUed 
hiawindtouushmewifhwanii water,: itr6^ to 1..6aad 
then ftozeioito. spicule so that we coUld nQtmdse:obr 
sermtioos anji^ loagac* We* thodght ^e had) sampad^ at *< 
the hi^est peak, but soon:8aw oneabofe uSj tdwaids 
which we hastened. ''Doctor Seteadeii rem^iq^ with sA 
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most profound reigned Jill around than, itnd 
th^ could discfover no trao^ cdther G(^ksmlQ$ 
in tibe rock or falis of ivater^ and 0tiil lees «f hot 
spiings or smoke or fire. Though ivow mid* 
■ight, it wiB as brigb^t as day, m that tbey 
enjoyed an iimneasely eKteniire prospect; 
looking over ali the ^gtaciens to the east, . 
beynnid ^hich in the distai}ce towered, Kk^ 
a great castle, the ancient votoano, of Hoer<*> 
dabreid; while to the north they liad ti view 
of nH the lofty hills ^ that q^^arter, and of a 
number of lakes of which they could not team 
the names. Finding nothing on the top of 

Icebgdder in tbe tntennediiate ytMffi tbe rest of «s ecoi- 
tinu«d oar route to the smmait 6f the f09k, which we 
found inteosely cold^ but on the highest poiat was a 
spot of threQ yards in breadth, whesce there proceeded 
io much heat and steam that ^e could not bear to sit 
down upon it.«^H. S^. . 25. Bar, e4K$^3«. Th.38. Tbe 
iKt eruption of <I7^ hr^keoat oa a tuMen attendack by 
an earthquake. A soutji wind darried a qjoantUy of 
ashes to HoIucq; a distance of an hundred and eighty 
mites! Horses were so alatmed as to run about till 
th^ dropped down through fotigue, and the people 
who lived near the mouotaiD lost their cattle> which ' 
wera either ohofcad wiih eaium or starved l»efof^ (bty 
could b^ reidoved <o grass. Some Hngeved for a year> 
and pn being opened their stomachs Wjere found to be 
ftdl of ashes.'* — &r Joseph Bunks* MS'. JournaL 
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Hecia to induce them to prolong their stay, 
they descended on the west side by a deep 
ravine, which, commencing at the summit of 
the mountain and continuing to its very base, 
appears evidently to hq^ve beien the bed of a 
cun^nt/of lava, and was most probably 

. formed at the time of the eruption of 1300; 
since the annals of the country relate that at 
that peripd Hecla was rent from the top to 
the bottom. This cavity has now only the 
appearance of a deep valley, but it is never- 
theless certain^ they say, that it was orignally 
open to the very centre of the volcano, but 
was choked up by the falling in of stones 
and rocks, which forced tMir way down- 
wards on the cessation of the eruption^ when 
the subterraneous fires ceased to lend the 
earth unnaturaf strength. Many large masses^ 

. of rock thrawrt»from the volcano still hang 
upon the edges of the ravine,' where they, 
were cast by the eruption; but far greater 
heaps of melted and butnt substances aire 
met with at the bottom of this' singular and ^ 

• immense chasm. — Thus much for the gene- 
ral and exterior conformation of Hbcla. . The 
effects of its subterraneous fh-es, raisohievous 
as they have been, are small c'ompared to 
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those of other mountains : for which reason 
I shall proceed to a short description of two 
or three that have been the most remarkable 
in this respect. 

Krahla, in the no^h-eastern part of the 
island^ vomited forth great rivers of burning 
and melted matter between the years 1*1 2A 
and 17^0^ one of whieK was four miles and 
a half in width and nine in length ; it flowed 
.into the adjoining lake, M)rvatn, where it . 
.continuecl to bum like oil for m^ny daysjr 
filling the lake, ..drying up its waters, and 
destroying the whole of the fish. Another 
tpfrent overflowed the presbytery of Reyk- 
elid, which it so completely buried as not to ^ 
have left a vestige of the place. These floods 
of fire are called by the natives Stenaa (stone- 
flood), an^ afforded, duri^ng the day, a blue 
flame, resembling that pf *sulphur ; but the 
• smoke, which arose from all parts, in a 
greitt^ measure hindered it from being seen. 
l)uring the night the whole extent of the 
. hof-izon .was illuminated, and the higher 
regions of the / atuiosphere became red. 
Ball;3 p{ fir^ were hurled from the stenaa as 
well as from the burning • mountain, and 
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W6l*e the meansi together with ti^^ fiurrouiMiU 
jog redness of the atmae^here^ of annoupctog 
to tlij^ inhabitants a|; ^ Gpn^idpr^^^diatapc^ 
the dreadful disaster. 

Katlegiaa in the southern part of %he 
islainl ejected a great torrent of wateip on the 
17 th of Octoli^r, 17 ^^9 which inundated ai) 
Wtent of Gountiy fifteen mi)§s long and 
twelve wide, sweeping away ii) it% icqipetuoivf 
course pumeroiis m^si^s of ice. to which 
^ere attached pieces jqF fqek of great $iie^B 
Whilst the minds of the* n^tiyiBs we«e 
pcc^pied in the reflectioAi of the dread^l 
i>oiis9quenGes that merp likely to CQfiue froi9 ' 
' '^this ^extraordinary phs^npmenop.^ %s ^ell %» 
frqm &e apcpoipanyi^g earthqu^lfe^ a nojse 
was heard like that of thunder, wHen i|nin9r 
^diately a rapid dischai^ge of fire 'and -yff^r 
'took place alternately from the ' in9un|;ainj 
attended by most frightful and horrible 
roarings, which continued, with but s^g^ 
intermission, during the whole of th^ firs^t 
day; at night the neighboring districts were 
illuinipat^d by fiarnes, anfi h^U of fire were 
<i^sjk to a great height irTthjB ijiWj .so that 
h^ven and earth seamed U> be equally w 
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n atlite of iconftagmtio^r On the J^th th^ 
cola0)n of «moke appeared blAc]c in th.^ dayi 
bat filled with b^ls aj:^! 3pfirJcs of ^re^ wfaiqli 
in tha night cast a strQi^g Jigbt over t^ 
whole of jVfyrdal Sycfseli whUst tb^ epant^ * 
situated (o thie aastifavd ^pf t|iat (}i3tri(!^ ^f 
in darkoess both 4^y ^^^ i^hjt. All t|i| 

i $ys9fils \n |l|at diiieotioa wer^ covered with 
black sand aad oinderi^ and loud subtei^^iM' 
pepus noises .were heiird fsuren 4f far as Crii|d- 
briqgue and Kfosar Syssels (eighty er' ni^iMHy 
lliiles distant) an^ ^^^ &11 like rain in the * 
Ferrae ls]s^4h ^ dift^m^ 9f i^r^ Imr^re^ 

, miles! 

Bnt (he most dreadful volcanic ^ri^ptipQ, 
wb^h *^ annuls pf Iceland \\zve yet ie» 
carded^ took place so late as the year 1783. 
* This WW in the»southHeaiStern p^rt of the 
island^ in the district/ calkfd Skaptefield'sr 
Syssel^ and so tremendous was it^ that I - 
have been induced here to publish a transla- 
tion of a very sensible pajEnphlet respecting 
it, printed b^ the Etatsroed Stepbensen, 
who was an eye witness of the calamity ; 
feeling that' such an event ought to be ra-' , 
corded in the British * language, and being 

* . # 
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persuaded that my readers will be obliged 
to me for here furnishing them with- it. 
Without further apology^ therefore, or pre- 
face, I proceed to say, that the original of 

* the following Account of the Volcanic Ej^up* 
tion in Skaptefieldts Sysselviz^ published at 
Copenhagen, in the Daniah language, in the 

, year 178S, under the title of Kort Beskri- 
velse over den nye Fidcans Hdsprtidmng i 
Fester-SkaptefiekFs Syssel paa * Island i 
aaret, 1783. * Its author, Mr. Magnus Ste- 
phensen, the present EtaAsroed of Iceland, 
upon the intelligence of the eruption reaching 
Denmark, where he then was, received in- 
strttctions from the king to proceed to Ice- 
land, in company with Mr. Ha]\s Christopher 
Diderich Victor de Ljpvetzen, fgr the pur- 

* I bave^ in the first edltionr of my Toiur (p. 40B)^^ 
peen led into an error in consequence of Mr. Penni|nt*8 ' 
. stating'^ that his account o^the eruption- of Skaptefield*s 
Syssel was translated froni Mr. Stephensen*s pamphlet, 
^Sec Introduction to Artie Zoology , p. cccxxh), wherei^ 
I have since been informed that ^the originaj was the 
performance of S. M. Holme, upon the same subject. 
The title of the book is, Om Jordbranden pcLaisland i. 
aaret, 1783.. It was published in Copenhagen, in 1784, 
and is noticed in a manner nqt very creditable ih the 
course of Mr. Stephensen*s account. 
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pose of seeing that such measures were put 
into effect as were deemed most expedient 
for the safety of the sufierers. •Mr.'Stfephen- '^ 
sen was besides more particulacly charg^ 
w\](h a commission to collect all possible 
information respecting- the eruption, the 
phenomena with which it was attended,, 
'and its effects; to survey, himself^ the va- • 
rious currents of lava, and, if possible, ^ the 
source of the volcano, as well as to s^rch 

for any minerat substances which were^likely 

«. ' 

to be useful in the arts. Each of the gen- 
tlemen above mentioned, on his return to^ 
.Copenhagen, delivered in an account of the 
observations made during the jourhies, which 
were submitted to his Danish Majesty, who • 
was pleased not only to pay the whole ^- ; 
pences of their tQur, and allow them a con- 
sidSerable gratuity, but farther. to grant to- 
Mr. Stephensen the copyright of his^ publi- 
cation/ * ' ' . * 

Such i3 the substance of the author's . t 
Address to the -Reader, which forms* a . 
sort of ^introduction to the work. The re- 
. maininig part of the publication J have had * 
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trwsUted with nil poasibl^ fidelity (in pi»t 
tbroqgh the kindness of Mr. Jorgensen) ^ and 
have given it, as nearly ag possible^ accord*- 
in^ to the Jiten^l sense and meaning of the 
author. 

^ I- 

'VAlthough no volcanic erc^ion iii Ice* 
land was ever attend^ with more lament-^ 

The extent of tbe «^We consequcnces than that 

damage ^j^^^ j^j^ p|^ '^^ jj^ y^^ 

178^5 y^t its immediate ^ects were not 
greater or more destructive than many of the 
former ones. For ^ample^ let us only con^ 
sider what happened in the year 1300^ and 
let us reflect on the long chain of events of 
.which our annals give an aeeotint, during 
the* whole of th^ 14th century, especially, in 
.the years 1341, 1350, 13&7, 13^0, tod 
1390 *f and on t6e damage sustained in 



f See dififerent annals in Legati Magnaani Bihl, in 
the Royal Observatory^ esjUbcially in No. 246^ among 
the folios, and No. 407, 41U 41fi, 491, 425, 427, and 
49^, among the quartos. See also Annates Islandorum 
t^g. among Lang€hocks Scriptores rerum Dame, medii 
levL Tom. in. p. 134 ini 135. ^ 
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Qjm monmgy nheri Heda burQdd in Bisboip 
Crtitssin'sl titne, about 14S6 K If ihese be 
ddmpaMd witb the Hnselsief done in IfSA, 
tbr ditEestextce will appear quite evident s yet 
ib n» teiiouety to b& lainented l^at the daM ^ 
laM|^ sheiiM reapefa one* of tbct finest aied 
most beautiful parts of the couMiy, fortnerty ' 
supporting a number of people^ who are now 
reduced to a state of misery and ruin. How- 
«v€ir^ pmise be to GTod^ the injury. Js not 
nearly s& esatensiye as many erroneous repofts 
bsHTe led people to bdoetou 



»• 



§ IL 

The sTatt of thd \ ddiiffbtfol spring: sisceeeded 

weather m the o jt o 

spring* of iTSa. an unustKilly mild winter in 
loelMd^ ia the year^. 178dC CIeav> calm^ axi^ 
w^nr weather^ with 9iin^|iine^ were only 
iateeru^ted by solk^ breeaes froui the doti^h, 
ynogledr with^ abut^dat^t shQwerd of rain^ 
Theparturer were at<aa earEy period seen 
ds^ssi^d in- m green acid foxui^iaitt vegetatiofr, 
and, in the month of May, adorned t^hh 
many herbs ^nd flowers in their freshest 



* See NOi tUS folio, aad 407 quarto^ ia Leg, Magti. 
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vigour. The greatest benefit was anticl-^ 
pated froQi. the cattle^ which had beecune 
sleek and strong after so mild a winter and 
spring, and every one rejoiced ' at the pros- 
^pect of a fruitful summer and an abundant 
harvest. B\it all tliese happy illusions &d 
with the month of May. 

§ lil. 

^ m^r<rf S?" Towards the latter end of May 
> Enipdon. a bluish and light smoke, or fog, 
was ^en flos^ting ^long the surface of ^e 
earth^and attracted the notice of several well- 
informed people : yet no one had tlie sQial- 
lest idea of the approaching evil till strong 
earthquiikes were perceived and felt over the 
whole of Skapteffeld's Syssel on the 1st of 
fr , June. These became daily more terrible^ 
especially during the mornings and evenings, 
and at last on the 8th of June^ the first day 
of Whitsuntide, they announced the most 
< violent commotioni in the bowels of the 
eiarth.' ' * ,,. 



At eight in the mbrnipg th^ >veatl)er was 
still fine and dlear. 'biit^ towai*ds nine a dark ■■ 
and black l^iik of smoke errosre in the north, > 
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tnA at length extended itself over the district 
called Sida. This bank could not at firrt 
be seen from the farm-house^ that were 
pleasantly situated at ^ the foot of a lofty 
and closely-Gonnected range of mmintaiiis^ 
stretching for the most .'part from ^^st to 
west, nqr could the inhabitants distinguish 
it till it was quite near, and immediately 
over Sida, but several .persons who were 
proceeding from the district Landbrot, situ*- 
ated a little to* the south of the place just 
mentioned; to Kirkebai-cloister church, ob* 
served a. great number of pillars of smoke 
ari^ from among the wild mountains in 
the north, and in a little time gather them- 
selves together and form the large black 
bank. Oprtlie nearer .approach of this, 
Sida became involved in darkness, and/ when 
the bank was perpendicularly ov6r it, an im- 
mense qu^tity of sand and ashes, much 
ilesembling those of burned coals, fell upon * 

the ground, covering it. to the thickness of ^ 

_ • , ^ * * 

an inch. Intermixed with' these substancea . 

was one of. a grey, shinibg, and hard» nature, 
V i^which "yTiU hereafter be more fiilly described. ^ 
* A southern wind prexenijM the farther" pro- 
*■■ V^, 9^* ^^ bank on this and* the following 

. ' »* . ^ 'p. .'*»■, 
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day^ bill ^aarthquakes^ witb bentf peak of 
1iiiiti(ier, tog^faer witb 6td>terraneous nake» 
and cracldings^ contHlually increased^ s^ 
that during the^ wbol^ day, add long after 
tba elose of k, such noises were heard M 
»dght 'be compared to the roaring at a tmtb^ 
ber of catarraets alt meeting in tbe saadfe placey 
at something similar to a kige kettle boi^ 
nig over ifnpetnottslfy. 

On the lOtb of June i^everal fire-spottfs^ 
were distinctly seeny for the first time, rising 
from among tbe nvouhtaifis towairds the^ 
north. The black bank became more k>fty 
every day, while earthquakes, peals of thmn 
der, and st^nge soundii increased. 

the river skaptaa The Skaptaa was formferly 

disappears. ^ ^^ ^^^ ^.j^^^, jj^^^ flbwCtl 

between Skap^attun^ and Sida, anti for thel 
^^Qfost part ran parafiel with the latter, which 
waifr also divided * by thi* river from the dis- 
tricts L'andbrot, Medatiand, and Skaptar- 
Mnga. It took its rise from Sida« ot Skaptar- * 
Jfoketen, ai) ice-moulitain, situated about nin^ 
leagues novih of Sida. The stream was very* 
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rapid^ and the river in tnany places passable 
only in boats. In the spring of 1/83^ a 
vast quantity of fetid water^ mixed with 
jgravel or dust, was observed ranning down 
the Skaptaa, Which was greatly swollen on 
the 9th and 10th elf June, when, to the 
iistonishment of every one, it totally dis* 
appeared, and was so dried up in less than 
twenty-four hours, that people walked across 
with ease in such placQs as were formerly 
crossed by travellers with difficulty in boats. 
There is, however, still to be observed a 
small running str^m; but it only arises 
from a number of" little brooks which, pro- 
ceeding from the sid^s of the mountains, 
discharge their waters into the bed of the 
Skaptaa. These waters, in Iceland called 
Berg-vand (to distinguish them from the 
thick and milky Jdkel-vand, of which the 
Skaptaa and all othef rivers deriving their 
source from ice-mountains consist), were 
quite clear and pellucid. So remarkable a 
phenomenon as the drying up of the Skap<- 
taa, was fully accounted for on the ensuing 
day, the 12th of June, wlien a dreadful fire- 
stream came pouring down with the greatest 
impetuosity, like. a foaming sea, into the 

VOL. II. K 



Siff^^^. TW,riv;SreYqry#e5erw..thit>i?gl, 
^eep yjilli^ and bet\fC?eft lofty qlifs^ whiofe 
VjS?e k m^ny p^i^ fron;. fojijr to ^x^ buo^ 
reii or ey«ft. ^ijc hvindi^d fi^t \u^ ^ y?$ % 

knt actually over%ve4 a 9p¥".dei»b^?. tc^^J 
of land on both sic^, ^^ isj <wJK Wf * 
feiir ]f]mfeSi thf^t t^re. are still to h^^ s^^ 
al>oy« thip lava apm^ of tj^^ topsj ^fi tljf 
^ighe^t iQoiMiit{^ip% tfafft fbnpe^ly ^c^^^ 
th«. Sk^pfeM^, 

"^aScre^ ^^ i» ilWOitiblft tO ^ 

^^juiJf*^^ UngMiage that wiW oonvj^y 99 
adecyiate idea of thp l»9rrihl^ ci!i;ctMnAta9$^ 
tbat accomfi^nijdd th^ first ^rnptipsb ^#4} 
laade. tlws day ppcnjiiaii|ly direa^fuk-r-rA d%llp 
tod di3oiaI bank arising i«. tbff ^o^th:iy^^ 
and j^nog fixrth a4^8^ n^n^ Wva^f^o^ 
and. ti^^ ha^rd grayish subsibiinc^. befoire ^ilr 
ludfed to*TT-An iptol!9,r9ibJ55 fitin^ing: and, s]^)^ 
fi^a^ng 8n(ip^^ conceMiqg the &c?e o^ the 
^un ami ab^onbing i^s brilli^t Vl4t b#iwfi?§njt 
rayB.'T-Seidpn): cQirid th^fli. liiminfiry: b^ P«rr 
cei^ied through the thick; a^nd suJphuiieQap 
steam^ and wh^^n it now Md tf^fk h99^mP 
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^ibte ii had tbe fl^ypearance of a globe of 
fi gkiomy and blood* red color .-^Constant 
dioeka of ioartbqtiakesi^ irnittmerable fire- 
wpmxtA iti the nptthy u dpeadful foaming 
Bti^am of fire radhing down into the Ska{>- 
t^^ iikdeBcribdi^ soimda in the w^ heavy 
aafatenraneoua ^ tbukidkra, nbisee froai the 
mbimiains. and oontimfed lightnings, fiUed 
every breast ^tth the greatest terror, and 
Jbd the poor inhabitants to expect every 
aMmcnk diat hea^mi and earth iirbutd be 
annihilated. Nof is tkis to pe wondered at; 
for none of the wretched people could teH 
how soon they and their property might 
teootefs the pray to such powerfiil and 
visible' meiuU of destruction. 



^ vi: . 

The pfdgreiB '^^ streaot of ftre, thoagh now 
ijrti,* fijrc ronninf with incredible finry, fijr 

the most part, aloing the cbsmnel of tlie Sltap- 
tflii, nevertheless, here and there extended 
itsdf over tbe old Uva-tracts on the sides of 
the rtver^ Great cracklings and noised were 
beard^ when many pieces of red-hot tai^ feH 
together into holes im the riv^^, where 1^ 
water liadf basn {jrei^iidiisly evapfirated by the 
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fire, llie curreiit of hmi:had iaasingle'daf^ 
before the evening. (^ the! 1S&, proceeded 
as far as tihe fiirmAa^ in Sjda^.whelre it.&^v^ 
flowed houses, enclosures, pasture-lands^ asid 
carried every thing away .before • it. It had 
also in another direction done mudi damage 
to the farm Buland, and destroyed Svartanup 
and Litlanes. On the western side the fire 
had already extended itself as far as the 
farms Svinadal and Hvaani, .where miidi 
injury had been sustained. The same was 
the case with Skaptardal, on the eastern 
side. 



• • t 



According to all appearances it might 
sonably have been exfiected that the • iihr 
dense masses of lava, rushing down like 
melted n^etal from' ' out the Skaptaa, with 
such prodigious force and velocity, would 
at once have over-run Medalland^ which lay 
just * beneath, and consequently have done 
infinite mischief; but at this veiy place the 
fire was arrested in its progress, on th6 suc- 
ceeding. day. A lake, formerly situated in a 
place between Skaptardal and Aa, but now ill 
part filled up with sand from th^ Ski^ptaa, 
swallowed up a vast quwtity of lavn tbat^ fgr 
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several *iuceetiif«^cli^) pdiired down with a 
homd titoe, >Tlie ^fire-«tream was conse- 
qkiehtly: Veiijr m^dkt dimiiuBfafed^ but whad 
the goeat lake ^ffm%. it leufgth filled, and when 
Ate laTa/ by cootiaiiai supplies from its 
|Mrineipal sourbe, . bad risen, to a. considerable 
height in die valley - betweirai Skaptartunga^ 
and Aa, then the'! stream extended, itself 
XBlueh fatther over - the lowlands. Fright-* 
ful noises and sounds that caused the whole 
place to tremble, -strong claps of thunder 
and 'constant lightnings, prevenited the in- 
habitants from taking any rest between the 
I4ih and l&th of June. The burning lava 
was seal at that time to^ overflow the &rm 
Nes^ in Skaptartunga, together with the 
whole of the adjacent country^ and,^ among 
otiier plaices^ several that were well wooded 
hetw^n this farm and Skalarstapi^ in Sida. 
Another arm proceeded eastward from, this 
jdace, passing by the farms Skal and Holt^ 
where it stopped several days; but during 
tbftt period burned the wood-lands called 
Brandeland, belonging to Kirkebai-cloister* 

On the 13th previous, several persons had 
endeavored to go up into the mountains in 
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order to iHsboter the real somree of the Ave, 
and the extent of the mischief that had ent- 
ailed from it in t^ district; but /the thicb 
smoke issuing from the lava made their atn 
tempt quite impracticable. Nothing could 
be seen but the stream that had filled up the 
l^jiptaa, together with innumerable fire^ 
spouts^ which rose out of* the river^ close by 
Ulfarsdal and a kn^ way towards the nortfau 

§ VIL 

Tbe fin-^Afeata. During the ensiling three 
days^ till the 16th of June^ the fii^ ^ead 
itself slowly towards the south and souths 
west^ from Skal over the old lava-traetSt 
It penetrated the innermost and most oon- 
ceakd crevices^ by which means the old 
kva was as it were lifted up from it* 
original bed; and formed into a number of 
hills. It did not^ however^ suffer itsdf to 
be so removed without a strange whistling 
kind of noise, caused by the fire forcing the 
air from the subterraneou'S caves through th^ 
cracks and narrow openingci. Siand and esfrth 
were only slightly scorched by the fire, and 
it had but litde effect upon the grey-stdne 
(graasteenj; but, on the contrary, it pene^ 



h tdiiKieRmtely npl^ Ihkt %Hlh wt^eh it i(«l 
!tt con^Mt, ttfad (19 'e»VitMded till mi Midig 

i«HiMftiM ih V& ofi^hal «M'tl?, ftb ihki krg§ 
p(i(ii« mtlhl M lakM oUt dF iBe lli^-sti'eaii^ 
mm Md tte ipp^V^ti^ of Vkiien miHah 

it continued its progress, throwing thife abt^vie^ 
mentioned crust up into the air or to the 
sides of the current, in which situation it 
T&HvAiiiled IBf tomie tinie, btiriiing in a pai% 
fctdldy flaiiie. Whtei^ei- the fli^lstreatn had 
!« thii mati^^ fof^d its t«lij^ under hilll 
aha rocks, th^y ^effej By ^eSHI of m 
iMited buBtei^n6dils Vftpbff; throllft iVita> 
^^ dii- H^ith ^hldigious fot-ce arid 4 ai«a<i^ 
fill noise. It may easily be conceived what 
ft hdfrible trftcklittg tnoifc tittiind tb^ ^Ht- 
ittg ad\ltid«r bf 'sbch lofitBetise in^sies of rbck, 
many of them from an hundred and twenty 
to an hundred and eighty feet in height ; but 
bow CDtich mofe t^rriffiiig liitnt Ife tbri ftH- 



136 APPENDIX. C. 

ing of these bodies^ when the velocity is so 
much accelerated by the vast height to which 
they are generally thrown. During these 
days the fire increased so much in redness^ 
and spread itself in so great a degree over 
Sidumanna Afrett*^ towards the souths on 
account of a northerly wind then blowing, 
that several farmers residing on the heaths 
actually fled with all their cattle and move- 
ables, frightened at the immense confta- 
gration, which, though at a considerable 
distance from them^ appeared to be (jutte 
in the vicinity. 

§ VIII. 

Ncweroption O" the 18th of Juuc, a most 
°^^™- dreadful eruption of lava again 
broke out among the mountains. In those 
places where the Skaptaa had not been quite 
filled up, the lava was now observed to rise 
to a height, far exceeding that of the steep- 

* Afretur, in Icelandic^ signifies a wild and xxtf 
inhabited tract of mountains^ coverod with grass^ 
where sheep and cattle are sent to fatten in the sum- 
mer. The tract here alluded to belonged to the 
Sidumen, or Men of Sida, that is^ people who resided 
on ^da, and therefore it is called Sidigmonnm afreiiur. 



est mouotaios that etf doited the rirer^ and 
to rush forward. over such trsK^ts as had pre- 
viously been destroyed^ and even so far as the 
utmost extremities of the current which had 
cooled and become stationary* 

In the middle of the lava were to be seen 
red-hot rocks/ which the stream had torn 
from their beds. A thick^ white^ and suf- 
focating steam, isisued from the two rivers 
that had. been interce{4ed by tbefire^ and 
were constantly boiiijig ; and the vast quan- 
tity of hot water^ which overflowed the mea- 
dows and pasture-lands, did no inconsiderable 
daoiage^ especially near the farms Svinadal 
and Hvaamj in Skaptunge, as well a3 in 
the eastern quarter, where a tract of wood* 
lands belonging to Skaptardal was totally 
destroyed. 

& IX. 

• * ■- 

Piogress of the On the Iftth of Juuc the fire 
firc-strcam. extended much farther, dividing 

itself into two branches^ the one rushing 
on, with the same rapidity as it did the pre- 
ceding day, in a southern direction along 
the river Melquiol and over Medaliand : the 



Mter ffN>>iflg td^M¥d« th^ es^l fftftd %lo!if 
Slli, whtfe it butft^ thfe feouhtt-y ttbottt 
Sk&lft!^stlljpfft, fthd fbfted itself with StK;¥^mtS 
ifiiy Up to Sk'aUf*fia11 ; btit, to thk MoDi^Mitt 
checked the moii6 Hipid progiiesi bf the ft*6 
towards the north, th^ lava rose considerably 
in height^ m^y ih ftisc^hding the stdi^s bf the 
ffi^nte^kift^ I'bli^ iSLp its CbV^ring of moss ift 
th^ s^Ute thAllter as a largt^ pied^ bf dbth 
ffiight be dMie by huiiidh nteans^ IH lh€ 
«««tiirig iht Btr^^m W^fc Abt dbbve an hUhdt-ed 
afld tli^ifitjr yftt>d« dist&ht fh^M the chtaitc^h of 
Sk^1> wlieM the itlhabiUht^ quitted it; Thef 
hkA batA ill hop^s that th(^ fire Wbuld hav« 
«pAf6d thij^ ptec6, fas it had pitted by^ feMi 
Akp precedii^g, WithbUt do4ng ttHyibju^i 
bat just at this tfiottieht^ lidtitfi^ty %b thfr 
tttpe^tatibh of eiNery bhe^ the fir^ b^oke dufc 
afresh, and carried away every thibg thfat 
had before been left by the lava. This 
eruption was accoifipslni^ by a strong and 
goAslfaht tti^ttoblHig of the (earrih, which had 
ftiU^h abated titled the iQih d«y of June, 
Ih^ flm bf thb eruptibn. On thi^ ensuinf 
dliy, the fife-^tr^sicn ptoteedteA to thb farm 
H^t^ bt^rfiowing the tr^t between that 
pUc6 titid Skai> by #hich means tbtt hiti 



idmt had lately i^otcbM tkmt spot, hiak xMk* 
inferably in beight^ Th« otfafsr biinohi 
Jnrevnmily mentionod tft having bent iti 
course towards .Vtib math, aloiig tbe tiyftk 
Melquiol^ extended itself widely on both 
sides of it. 

& X. 

iy^tftiita^ •Noiwitbrtandiilg that tiie ferm 

ftttuatkli^ at th^ farditet utaremity of tfai 

gMfat valley^ w Skul^ whsnce it iafcet It 

^' naitie (SkMl in Ic^itndie signifying « 

kM)l), yet t^e lava bad prevented all aeoesft 
to it; and wh^n^ <(m the enwing day^ cba 
9 lit K^ Jnn£(» gveat tdrft^s ^ rain had 
firwotlen tba brooks^ prcice^ing frmn tha 
mountains on both sides of the fkrm of SkJal^ 
this place was^ together with the church and 
adjaoent hoosasy entirely oveirflnw^ with 
iirater^ which the next moriliiig wai» boiling 
exoessivnly. At the laaa^ time that tha 
iood deM*oyed Skal^ the wetifterh bmn«h of 
tba fiire^traam spread itiffiflf with great ra^ 
pidity farther to the ea»t#ard5 o^^r the rivi« 
Staiii$m3rmtfliot^ and all th^ way to tbi 
parst^nage^ Holoffaad^ whMli^ as well aa the 
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c&urch^ hous^s^ and the whole nei^bofiog 
country^ were^ on the ' following nij^t^ en* 
tirely covered with Itva. The iarm of 
Holmar^ likewise^ shared the same &te. 

§ XL 

Farther account On the day eiMuing^ the 32nd 
^ sustain^?* of Junc, the fire continued in its 
progress aloi^ thie river Steinsmyrarfliot^ and 
close to the farm Efristeinsmyry, where the 
lands were much damaged ; hut here it 
changed its course^ proceedk^ towards the 
south from this pltee^ passing the farm 
Sydri-Steinsniyri^ which consists of ' five 
separate buildings^ and stbppihg about eigh-* 
teen hundred feet from the most northern 
of thesCy where, however^ no qonsiderabk 
injury was sustained. 

* 

The fire^tream spread itself greatly to* 
wards the west, over the river Fedgaqvisl^ 
and overflowed the farms Sydri and Efri* 
fiiota* together with the houses imd lands. 
Aldiough the farm Hnausa has not been 
destroyed by the fire, yet the rivers Steins* 
myrarfliot and FedgaqvisI, in consequence 
of their being dammed up, had caused it 
to be almost buried under water, which 
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finally proceeded along the channel of « 
raiall brook, that used to ran close by the 
faoase, and is now quite impassable; 

• • •• 

The lava farther continued to overflow 
the ferm Botnar, and much pasture-land, 
as well as the . country between the river 
Landa (which had been filled up with lava), 
and the farm Hnausa. 

New eruption*, prom the fl2nd of June to the 
13di of July fresh streams were observed to 
proceed along the Skaptaa, and extend over 
the lowlands. Between Skatavstapi and Skap- 
tarfttnga the lava had risen into a lofty hill; 
from tte continual eruptions,an4 bad become, 
towards its extremity, firm and solid, which 
prevented the new streamy that were pour- 
ing down the mountains, from having a free 
passage, causing them to. divide into various 
branches ; of these, two flowed along the 
western and two along the eastern side. One 
of the former of these passed over Neshraun 
and the farm Hnaus, of which place nothing 
is now to be seen, except a small sheep-cote* 
The other western branch^ which proceeded 
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iilong th^ m^r I^dM> overfiowed' ^e ham 
^\»i |og9k)(er witb the houses^ QfllcK wbocb^ 
and meadQW$ beiragingto thie parsonag^Asur, 
as well as most of the lands belonging to the 
ifixv^ Ytri^4sarw The priest saved tlaie greater 
paiFt of his eflfecta that coald he removed^ 
md aft^rwardft aek off for the «€stam part of 
theSy^sel. 

« 

From these farms the fire-stream over-ran 
the southern district heneath^ advancing 
l^w^ids ^he wcist^ along the broad channel 
of the Kodaffi&t^ one of the lai^est and 
i^Oftt remarkable rivers in the ooimtiy. it 
3lQp|!^ however^ a litfefe ta the novth north*- 

Vfs^ of the farm Leidv^l. To the noith'of 

* 

thi^^phice a great bight is observed mmnng 
inlSo the lava-^tracts, of. which^ indeed, oaty 
om poipt. has reached the Kudaflidt: the 
99f^ having passed the: mort eastern extremity 
of this fiiria, bending more and more h^ 
that direetien. to the north of Stadarhott; 
thence again, in the same course, imme^ 
diateljr to the north of Hnansar. 

In the mean whi^ one of the eastern 
btanchea before mentioned proceeded over 



^ipeiw, W ^pdkot. XN Qth?r brf nch f^» 
^m; the S)^4% fl^ovfltajns, ov^rfo^King, qh 

Ifpynes qf, Stpil wbv?b, h^d p^exioi^ly b^» 

aj94 ];v}U8|i>s Ij^^on^iiji^ to. t|ie f»rfw HoUt, 

^^ to the 9f^ih of 1,1;^ |t 4^iQm«,4 i)|p> ? 

ojpi tjie §^, «j)f Ji\^g, t>vrii^ Hpttt ifcfilf i» 

Hence the fire proceeded eastward, and 
between the 14tb vaA 17th of July con- 
<9WW4 ^* QOW? along; t^ip river Skaptaa, 
i^^K l^e. i;ii^ f'ia^tjr^ which waa qtute 

<;)l9k«4 i|i{t bjf it N^wertbelsss^ the ^^tat 
quflntity qf Idfiz iQpwdi oyej^ ^h?. lofty wjatteic- 
i^U §tApfijG>i»s, ijj, thj9 $k?plaji, ai),d at. Iwt 
^j^vp ijh^ enonpojw cavity which ha4 fpir 
«i "WW 9u<5fieedi|ig <;ea>turie8 b«en h9Uavc4 
out by the waters of this great cataract. 
Near this place the Itiva over>ran the farm 
Dalbai, ^n Landbrot^ with all the \kqjifies, and 
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the greater part of the meadows and pastur€f-» 
lands^ after having done much mischief to 
the farms Heidi and Honkurbacka^ upon 
Sida. These, however, are not so much 
damaged, but that each is stfll capable of 
supporting a family. The farm Holmar, in 
Landbrot, was also somewhat injured, as it 
was threatened on the north side by the ap- 
proach of the lava-stream, and on the op- 
posite one by the water which had been 
impeded in its progress by the fire; At 
length, on the 20th of July, the fire* ceased 
immediately west ' of an insulated ix>ck^ 
balled Systrastapi *, which lies, at the ut- 
most, one mile west of Kirkebai-cloister. 

\ XIIL 

Another fire^tream rflthertO I haVC COUfincd my 

eastoftheformcr. accouilt to the most material 
injuries that have been occasioned by the 
great western fire-stream, or that which took 
its course along the Skaptaa, and the de- 
struction caused by it in Medalland, and the 
countries adjoining the Skaptaa, which lie 

* SyUrastapi has received its name from a tradi- 
tionary story about two sisters^ who, it is said> wei^ 
discovered fighting on this rock* 



VOLCAK0E8. 146 

to the west of tiie mfr Hirerfisiiot la 
w^t 1 am now going to relate, it will be 
seen that Aie fite, to the eastward^ has raged 
with a fory equsA to that of the great wisst- 
em st#eaai> Md exhibits a spectacle equally 
melancholy and distressing. 

The first scene was disclosed on the 28th 
<^ June^ when a thick and black bank of 
sand and smoke^ proceedii^ from the place 
of eraption, and driipen by a strong breease 
from the fiQirth north-west, towards Fliots- 
h'versi, caused such a frightful state of dark- 
ness over the whole of that district, as well 
as over the eastern part of Sida, that, even 
at noon, it was impo^ible in the houses to 
distinguish a sheet of white paper from the 
black walls. On the 14th previous,, indeed^ 
a degree of obscurity, equally uncommon, but 
not so terrific^ was experienced in the mid? 
die of the day thougfaout Sida : but it was 
only during the present interval of darkness 
tiiat a number of red-hot flat stones, with 
enormous quantities of sand and sishes, which 
entirely burned up the grass in the pastures^ 
fell upon the whole of fliotshverfet, the two 
larms Nupstad and Raudabag only excepted. 

VOL. II. L 
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These 9ab«taQce8 poisoned the mr&x and 
w^UXj rendering them alike dertmctiw botb 
to mnQ and cattle^ and threatened tx> set fire 
to the bouses themselves^ whenever anjr of 
the stones and ashes happened to &U upon 
them. 

ffferfiafliot ©« *e 3rd of August a great 

served to arise from the Hverfisfliot^ and the 
water was found to be excessively hot. This 
river^ it may here be pix>per to remark^ W9$ 
equal in size to ^e Skaptaa^ but infinitely 
mone dangerous to travellers^ in consequenoe 
of the rapidity of the current and the great 
insecurity of the ground. Its heat continued 
daily to increase, till, at the expiration of a 
few days> the waters were. entirely dried up» 
This circumstance filled the inhabitmts of the 
district with the greatest fear and aonstema* 
tipn^ who^ already terrified at the mischief 
that had been sustained. by their neighbor^ 
after the dr3ang up of the Skaptaa^ antici** 
pated similar misfortunes^ on observing the 
disappearance of the Hverfisfliot. The re* 
suit convinced them that their fears nfrese 



well grQiiiide4> and provjed to them^ fiiat in 
tills instance^ also, the same phaBnomenon 
produced an equal of even a greater degree 
<if dangev^*-— Dreadful jnllars of fire were seen 
rising at a great distance among the mountains 
in tihe north, on die morning ofthe 9tl) of 
August. They appeared to approach nearer 
each other, and at last to form, as it were, 
a vrail or lofty bank upon the earth* Con- 
tinual lightnings, with strong hoUow sounds, 
somewhat resembling thunder, were also 
heard in the same direction. ' A foaming 
£re*stream now broke down into the channel 
of the HverfisflioC, urging its course with 
incredible and matchless fury. . The stream 
spread far and wide over the extensive tracts 
of sand, situated in the south, and in one 
tingle evening overflowed more than tern- 
mites of ground, in that direction from 
Orustuliol ( a hill so named from duels hav* 
ing been formerly fought there), and en~ 
tirely blocked up the road between Fliota- 
verfet and Sida. 

ContinuiEil eru]ptions from the mountaiiis 
increased the extent of the tracts of lava, 
so tint, at the latter end of Aagust, th^ 



I 
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entirely over-ran the ferms Eystfibdal and 
Thverardal. All the adjoining houses and 
the greater part of the enclosures were bu- 
ried under the lava^ so that the places where 
the buildings formerly stood are no longer 
visible. These lattet* eruptions^ also^ have 
done much damage to. the &rms Selialand 
and Thvera^ and the inhabitants were ea* 
tirely frightened away from the parish of 
Halfafells^ although no houses were de- 
stroyed in these places. 

The eastern fire-stream broke out at a 
much later period than the western one^ and 
continued raging much longer, frequently at 
intervals bursting through the crust or 
surface, which had become indurated. It is 
even asserted that in February, 17B4, a 
iresh eruption proceeded from the mountain, 
and caused the lava, in the eastern branch, 
. to rise to such a considerable height as it 
now is. 

§ XV. 
So much for the progress of the fire, and 
the immediate destruction occasioned by it. 
•Were 1 here to relate all the contradictory. 
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ins^ificant^ ridiculous, and superstitious' 
acco^mts that iare reported of the eruptions^ 
it would be both an useless and a tedious 
task, especially since the greater number of 
such accounts are the ofispring of fear and 
ignorance. But two questions naturally pre- 
sent lliemselyes to our minds, which are too 
closely connected with the subject tp . allow 
me to pass ; them over in silence.'-^The first 

Respecting the '^^^ "Whether the subterraneous 
nature of the fire, g^ j^ ^^ j^ deemed Only an 

eruption, or the earth itself is tp be con- 
sidered as ignited; or whether these two 
causes may not have operated together?" 
I am well aware that the greater part of those 
persons that were on the spot bring forward 
Tarious' arguments in order to prove that the 
earth itself was ignited, but the reasons they 
awstgn appear to me to be weak and in them-« 
selves highly contradictory. It is remarked^ 
that before the liquid lava had over-run 
several of the places now bu^nt, fire had. 
actually, here and there, brbkea through 
the soil. We are informed that the pro- 
prietor df the &rm Botnar, in IV^edalland, 
had, OBr' the first breaking out of the fire, 
effected Weighty sheep and placed them, as 



« 

be supposed^ in a state of security upon a 
small island^ but that^ before the feraier had 
returned to his own house^ the fire ap* 
peared to break out from that very island^ 
and he had the misfortune to be the sad 
spectator of the ruin of himself and family. 
This account^ indeed^ was^ as far as I Was 
'^ able to ascertain^ perfectly correct, but never- 
theless it does not at all prove that the 
accident was caused rather by the earth itself 
being on fire than by a fire-stream: for, at 
the very moment that the farmer had col- 
lected his sheep upon this spot, the lava was 
rushing along with the greatest imaginable 
rapidity, and took quite a different course 
from that which was at first expected; pro- 
ceeding towards a neighboring river and 
along its channel^ till it arrived at the 
island, which it burned together with the 
sheep. 

The Icdandic annals relate a long series 
of such eruptions, continued through whdle 
centuries; but we do not find anv account 
distinctly describing the nature of the lava^ 
streams which formerly ov^r-ran itbole dia* 
tricts. The damage sustained is' simply 
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todtteed^ but Q^n the suisject of the progr«tt 
ibf the ftre^ atiliiors ar6 entirely sUmt. It is 
Htevefc^ quitid natural that the late fire 
^hotild appear parti^larly frightful t6 the 
ipectat6rs> and that they sh6uld be led to 
•uppbse that the Ate broke forth from the 
entAie and uttinjured erust of the eartbj at 
considerable distances ftom the fire-stream- 
itiielf. My own opinion is that such appears 
atioeb always exist when the stream of lava^ 
for the first time^ pours down from the 
mountains upon a fertile tract of land^ or 
upon a soil that is loose and free from ob- 
shruetions. We may readily imagine what 
an immense weight mu^t fall upon the eartbj 
wh^i the lava rushes down from the high to 
the low lands^ and we may in like manner 
conceive it possible for the lava to 60m and 
ft>rce itself a passage to a considevable depth 
below the surfaice of the eafth. The larva 
itself being a fluid, driven forward by every 
hew accession of matter, it cw, witboot 
dd^bt, proceed in its course as well beiow 
as ttbove the sovfeee of the grquAd, and eten 
in &ome instances witli greater rapidity* 
Above it Aiust work its way over^ all in«> 
equatitiesy and where the stream of laya hat 
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to cross a valley iii its cciufBe^ itK progress 
is necessarily impeded till the hollow is filled 
up: it must^ too^ carry with it a great 
numbec of stones and other things^ with 
which fsach streams of lava ,are. filled. Be^ 
neath the surface^ on the contrary^ where 
only that lava can penetrate which is in its 
porest and most fluid stated it finds its way 
into many places through a more loos^ and 
open soil^ percolating like water^ continuing 
the same even coarse^ and is not stojqped by 
the above*mentioned inequalities; but flows 
forward uninterruptedly to a great distance* 
The fire having in this manner forced its 
way down into the earthy and proceeded 
foiward^ it is easy to conceive that^ ifk 
consequence of the vast beat arising frptn 
so much burning matter, the dan^p and 
moisture would be converted into vapors, 
and that th^se, by the force of the. lava, 
would be driven, up through the crei^ices, 
to the surface of the earth, appearing abpvie 
ground in fiames. Wher^ i&d^j t)ie soil 
is full of rocks, it is not possible for the fire- 
stream to proceed with any velocity beneath 
the surfiK^e, much lessihrough the old lava- 
trusts, which are of considerable depth. 



m 

From these contiderations I conclude that 
the fire has never been known to proceed^ 
either from the late volcanoes in Iceland^ or 
those in any other part of the worldj through 
the uninjured crust of the earth, at a distance 
fix>m llie lava-*stream, except, indeed^ fix»n 
thc'causes just mentioned* 

i really- believe that there is no more 
reason for inferring from the fire bursting 
through the earth at a distance horn the 
stream of lava, that the earth itself is ig* 
nited, than there would be to draw the same 
conclusion from a simple eruption. And 
among other forcible arguments^ in &vor 
of my opinion, it strikes me that the con- 
tinual supplies of matter which the strean^ 
receive are a strong proof that such a fire is 
really the effect of an eruption. They imply 
one common source and one spot whence 
they originate^ therefore properly belong to 
oner eruption, and are by no means caused 
by the earth itself being on fiite: for> 
had this been the case, I should imagine 
that burnt matter must have been found at 
a much greater depth below the sur&ce of 
the earth thaii is the case on open jdainai 
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where it seidom exceeds sax or e^htfeet^ 
though in other places it is maeh deeper; for 
instancej if it has been impeded by any 
thing in its progress^ or if it has accaihu* 
hted in a valley or river* Nor have I been 
able^ though I took great pains to ascertain 
the same^ to discovfer, either in the vallies or 
in the mountains^ iron or salphur^ nor, in« 
deed, specimens of any combustible soil 
different from that which may be found to 
exist where volcanoes have never operated. 

V XVI. 

'the above must be considefed as an 
answer to the first question, and I think I 
havi proved that the subterraneous fires, 
which have broken out in various places, 
have been the consequence of an eruption 
kad not of the earth itself being on fire: 
knd this answer will naturally lead me to 
fiiucstion con- another question, " Wher^ then 
pi^c o? eruption, are WO to look for the original 
source of the eruption ? 



^» 



If we were to rely on the many oral 
assertions, as well as on those that are com- 
mitted to writing, concerning the fire, we 



should b^ led to <i6nclude that its origih ws^ 
not in 01^ bnt iti many- pla(;es. At leasts 
according to the gtobfally rteeiV^d opiniohi. 
one place mnst be aHo^Mred for the esiiiteHi 
and anothei^ for the great western stri^ain bf 
lava; for so did it appear to those perftbhs 
who in 1783 proceeded to some distani^ 
up the motintitins. In like liianbet th!b 
tremendous pillars oiP ilitaoke aittong the 
monntains sei^ofi^ to the inhabitants 6( th6 
plains to have Vftiwuft soarces> and the salt^ 
abo seemed to me to bi& the ease last 
summer^ wl^m I was ih Sida« From later 
observations^ however, I stm induced to 
adopt a totally different opinion. Accordiing 
to a part of my instrnctions I rdiolvied to 
undertake a journey myself from the plkiM 
to the place of eruption, notwithit&ttding 
that every one represented the accomplish^ 
ident of my design as a thing impracticable 
on accouiit of the great distance, the badness 
of the roads, the fresh streams, the im- 
passable rivers, the intolerable beat, th^ 
dreadful smoke, the suffocating snvell oif 
milphur, the want of grass and forage tdt 
bur horsei^. All thete, however, could hot 



156 AFPftNDIX* C. 

deter' me. With a great deal of difficulty 
did I at last persuade a brave old man, who 
had been bom in this district, to accompany 
me to the mountains, at least as iar as the 
place whence it was said that the eastern 
stream of l^va had its source. It now only 
remained for us to consult from what place 
such a journey might most conveniently be 
undertaken. From Fliotsverfet it was im- 
possible on account of the impassable moun- 
t^ns, especially the ice<-mountain, Sidu or 
Skaptar-Jokul; and mot^eover the new lava- 
tract passes in that direction, as well as the 
Hverfisfliot, which is quite choaked up with 
lava. From Skaptartungen on the western 
side it was likewise impracticable to proceed, 
as the Skaptaa and the other two great rivers 
Efri and Sydri-Ofaera, which had been filled 
up with lava, impeded the, progress in this 
direction. It wa^ therefore necessary that 
the jonrney should be commenced from 
Sida, and with this view. we procured ti^o 
horses to convey the two boring insti^itaents 
(an earth and a mountain-shaft )5 with 
sotne provisions and a small tent. T^ these 
were added six nfiingr horses, for mysjelf, my 
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tsompanioDi and servant^ which latter was to 
Msist in making experiments with the shafts 
as well as to take care of the horses. 

4 XVII. 

Journey <o the !« **»€ moming of the leth of 
«n«~n«^- July, at four o^clock, I pro- 
ceeded on my route towards the moontains, 
and on advancing near the moors, nordi of 
Prestbacke and Mdrdtunga, upon Sida (For 
my tent was pitched between these two 
&rms), I was greatly astonished at the 
miserable appearance of the pastures. Even 
here^ where many farimers from Sida were 
in the habit of sending cattle in summer^ for 
the sake of the excellent grass, every thing 
was evidently quite burned up by the falling 
of hot ashes and sand; excepting only in 
those places where an enormous mass of vol- 
canic ashes and gravel had formed a deep 
black covering, and thus wholly concealed 
the surface of the earth. The farther we 
advanced towards the mountains, the thicker 
lay the a^hes, reaching in some places eveii 
to the thickness of four or five inches: yet 
even here in a few spots some half-Withered 
herbs and blades of grass were beginnin|; 



to mtke their appeaiance. The same ikte 
bad attended Sidumanim-afTett foraierly so 
fertile in grass. In this place ashes and 
sand lay still deeper^ and not a single trace 
of herbage was to he seen; so that it cannot 
be expected that vegetation will recover itself 
in a liess space of time than four or five 
years; although there is reason to hope that 
in two years, provided no new eruption 
ensues, the other lands may again become 
in a measure fertile. . 

« 

After crossing a number of dangerous 
moors, I arrived at a very lai^ and well- 
known mountain, called Kallbakur, near th^ 
eastern stream of lava. From the north- 
eastern extremity of this eminence I could 
at one view survey a vast tract of lava whiph 
had proceeded a considerable way towards 
the west, passing the north side t)f Kail* 
bakur, between that mountain and another 
north-west from hence, called Miklafell. 
Between Kallbakur and EriksfeU, a moun* 
tain on the eastern side, the lava became 
very narrow, nor does it spread itself niqcb 
on either side of the former channel of th^ 
Hverfisfliotet,, where the. smoke was yet 



mifig to itn alarxQing degree* No accuQiu- 
Utioii <^ clouds ia the air can be imagined 
tp rform a more dense body than the smoke 
that 90W issued from thia pkce^ which 
rolled itself over twice or thrice fa^efore it 
could be driven fiirther on by the vrind. 
H^qe I followed the lava-sti:eani» which 
^cead itself a long way towards the west, 
betw^n Kallbakur and Miklafell, in tlie 
Qorth> at length approaching so near to the 
eastern side of the latter mountain, th^t it 
wa3 with great difficulty we could pass 
betw^een it and the hill; especially as the 
smoke was here very strong. On the western 
side indeed there is a road, but it is nearly 
impassable; so that nothing was to be ^»e 
but to proceed over the middle of Miklafell. 
Here I alighted, and, having given the horses 
a little: rest, went with my compwotion ovec 
the lava, as &r as the b^t would permit us* 
I examined with all possiUe diligence the 
different sorts of lava, and whatever else was 
remarkable, of which an account will be 
given in its proper place, as well as of the 
result of. the experiments with the boring 
Instnimenfes. 



l60 APPENDIX €. 

We now proceeded farther upon oof 
journey^ endeavoring to ascend the moun- 
tain on the south side; but^ it was not 
possible here to continue our route, except 
6n ibot, and in this manner I at last, with 
great difficulty, reached the summit, though 
with only one of my companions: for ttie 
other was obliged to take a circuitous way 
through a valley, in order to get the horses 
over. The prospect from this mountain was 
truly melancholy, .Towards the east was 
seen the new black lava, close by the huge 
ice-mountain, while the rest of the picture 
presented to the view nothing but the pnv 
digious quantity of ashes and sand that were 
immediately after the commencement of 
the eruption scattered over the whole of 
Sidumanna-afrett. Following the lava-stream 
still farther towards the north, by suh^set 
we arrived at Blaeng, a very lofly mountain 
and the most northerly one here knoWn. 
With great difficulty did we scramble up, 
and observe that the stream of lava (which 
had passed close by the south-east side of 

« 

Blapng^ 'Stretching somewhat to the west- 
ward along the south side, where a lake is 
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seen in one of the vsiUies) advanced more 
and more to the west on the north side of 
the mountain^ and appeared to form aji arm 
in a soirth-we&terly direction towardB the 
tdiannei of the SJcaptaa^ The smoke that 
issued from the la\ra-*stream north of Blseng 
had an i^pearance equally terrible and in- 
describable. It iiAercepted our view from 
this plaoe^ which wui otherwise very con- 
venient forthepmpose: yet we pould disoem 
a considerable hillock^ or small mountain, 
greater in its diameter than in its height, 
whence there also pcooeeded a thick aod 
black smoke. There I concluded must be 
^uated the aouroe of the eruption, and im- 
mediately advanced on my journey thither: 
but I soon found the difficulty of such an 
undertaking, as I continued alojDg the lai^- 
tract* north of Blaeng. The hazard was 
increased by the extreme brittleness oF the 
pieces of lavfi and the impossibility of 
finding a secure footing ; and when wc ad- 
vanced about sixty or eighty yards upon the 
lava it became more and more dangerous 
and insecure, and at the ^ame time burning 
hot, so that it was no longer possible to 
«taud upon it. The smoke, too, that rose 

VOL II. M 
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surrounded us on every side to that degree 
that we scarcely knew on which side to turn 
in order to retrace our steps. At lengthy 
however^ we effected this^ and I i^ttempted 
again to pass the lava in another place east 
from Blaeng, in hopes that the mouth of 
the volcano might be approached on the 
north side; but here was experienced the 
same strong and insufierable heat as at the 
former place^ so that I was obliged to return 
the next morning at sun-rise^ after having 
employed the whole night in vain, in en* 
deavoring to get over. I still persisted in 
advancing along the lava for a considerable 
distance by the west and south-west parts of 
Uxatindur (where the lava-^stream was very 
narrow) in order to cross^ but my labor was 
all fruitless. The heat was intolerable^ and 
when I began to make use of the boring 
instrument, it became, at the depth of four 
feet from the surface of the earth, so hot that 
it was with difficulty we could draw it up 
again^ though our hands were protected with 
mittens. When 1 found that my people could 
no longer bear to work with the mountain- 
shaft, and that the great heat was likely 
to render our experiments useless^ we nioved 
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4 

on towards the outskirts of the lava, where 
the temperature was more supportable^ and 
there continued out observations. 

§ XVIIL 

Source of the '^ ^^ ' t^iuk Certain, that the 
caption- place whence the eruption had its 
origin, is that small low mountain, which I 
have just mentioned as being situated to the 
north of BIsng, and which is, indeed, the 
most northerly one we could discover. That 
its source is not farther in that direction, 
we have the strongest proof in the Skaptaa; 
for, had such been the case, this river 
would h^ve been filled up long before, in 
which case it must, wholly or in part, 
have made its way along the east side of 
the lava-tract, north-east from Blseng, in- 
stead of taking the western, as at present. 
In like manner, could the stream of lava 
have flowed farther towards the north, in 
that extensive tract of country between 
those spots, where the sources of the two 
great rivers, Skaptaa and Hverfisfliot, seem 
to lose themselves in it, the rivers must have 
been sooner choked, and there would con-* 
sequently have been a great deal of stagnant 
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water^ which is not the case at present It 
is an undoubted fact^ that the whole tremen* 
dous current of fire has proceeded from one 
common source^ and in all probability this 
source lay in the small mountain I have been 
speaking of; for, from that place, the whole 
range of country overflowed with lava gra- 
dually slopes as far as the Skaptaa, which is 
also the case all the way from Skaptaa to the 
sea. Whether this place of eruption was 
originally a mountain, or whether it has 
been formed by the ejected matter, cooling 
around the crater, into its present form, 
I cannot determine. But thus mUch is 
certain, that never since the island h^ been 
inhabited has there been known in this spot 
an eruption or a volcano, not even when 
Katlegiaa, which is situated a little to the 
westward, or when several other mountains 
to the eastward, have raged in their greatest 
fury. Still, however,' there are observable, 
in the northern part of Sidumanna-afrett, 
in the Borgden, and in the Landbrotet itself, 
evident marks of subterraneous fire, which 
must have been in an active state, at a very 
distant period of time, since our annals are 
.entirely sjleftt tipon the subject. 
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Continuation of the Great as was iny anxiety 

journey through - . . <• 1 

the mountains, to approach near the seat of the 
fire, yet the impossibility of doing so ren- 
dered all farther efforts vain, and I was 
obliged to return. I felt also considerable 
apprehension for my horses, with which I 

'm 

had now travelled for three successive days, 
through long and dangerous roads, without 
their having the least forage or grass ; and it 
may naturally be conceived, that both my- 
self and my companions were very much 
exhausted by climbing day and night, by 
ascending and descending the heated lava, 
and by boring with the mountain-shaft, 
whilst enveloped in a thick sulphureous 
stench. On my way back I continually 
followed the course of the lava, commencing 
at a place a little way distant from Uxatin- 
dur (where the last attempts were made to 
use the mountain-shaft, and also to cross 
the current) as fat as Helisa, a river which 
formerly fell into the channel of the Skap- 
taa. During this journey the dreadful smoke 
arising from Hrossatuna, presented a remark- 
able appearance, as far as the lava had filled 
its channel. It stood here like a thick wall^ 
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forming a direct line with that of the streani* 
Yet still the smoke was not so dense in this 
situation, as that was which arose towards 
Skarptargluifret, for this latter was at a very 
great distance distinguishable from the other, 
and we were consequently enabled to trace 
the exact course of the whole channel of the 
Skaptaa to the northward, as far as the tor* 
rent of fire had filled and overflowed it. It 
was impossible to think of crossing the 
stream of lava at this place ; for even on the 
plain we had found it so excessively hot^ 
that on three preceding trials, we had been 
under the necessity . of returning with the 
greatest rapidity, to avoid being burnt ; and, 
if such were the case in a level spot» how 
much greater must the heat have been in the 
river itself, where the lava lay, without any 
^exaggeration, from four to five hundred feet 
deep. The quantity of smoke, too, was a cer- 
tain mark of the vast heat of the mass before 
us; and to the difficulty of |)roceeding in con- 
sequence of this impediment, was to be added 
another, arising from the waters which had 
accumulated, both in the lava itself, and on 
its western side, by the stoppage of the 
great rivers Skaptaa, Sydri, Efri-Ofaera^ and 
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Hros^tuna^ together with several lesser 
streams. The eastern branch or arm of the 
lava was precisely in the same condition; the 
river Hverfisfliot being there stopped and 
entirely choked up. 

But as neither the exhausted state of out 
own strength^ nor that of our wearied and 
famished horses^ would allow of our taking 

an exadt Purvey of the whole western extent 

• 

of the valley^ I changed my route in the 
afternoon^ and turned off from Hellisaa^ tak<- 
ing the shortest road to the eastward past 
Geirlandshraun ; and, at length, at one 
o^clock in the morning of the 18th of July, 
regained my tent in safety, between Prest- 
bakke and Mordtunga, on the Sidep. 

b^wdS Tf^ ^^^ extent of country destroyed, 
the lava, together with the progress of the fire, 
is thus, as I hope, sufiiciently and circum* 
stantially described. It will here be proper to 
remark that the western current of lava in 
its longest or narrow arm out of the valley^ 
does not exceed six Danish (or about twenty-* 
four English) miles, in length, even includ'* 
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ing a1( its windings as far as Svartenup» From 
this place it stretches over the valley towards 
the souths to a distance hot exceeding three 
miles and three quarters, so that its greatest 
length, taken from the volcano itself, cannot 
be reckoned at more than nine miles and 
three quarters, or, at the utmost, at ten 
Danish miles. From the farm-house of Skal^ 
which, together with the church and other 
buildings, were deluged and covered by the 
torrent, it runs two miles and a quarter 
towards the south, and in general cannot be 
estimated at more than two miles of breadth, 
in the Medalland, where it has nevertheless 
most extended its ravages, and has done the 
greatest damage. 

From what has been now said, it will 
readily be perceived that the actual destruc- 
tion, caused by the fire in the district of 
West-Skaptefield, is by no means of the 
extent that many people have described it 
to be ; and, as I have always regarded it to 
be my sacred duty to adhere to the truth of 
facts, as far as it has been in my power to ascer- 
tain them, it is impossible that my account of 
the eruption should coincide with that given ia 
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a publication by the stud^nt^ Mr. Ssemund 
Magnusseii Holm. A work so inferior and' 
fiiulty in its nature, does but little honor to 
Danish literatare, and still less to its au- 
thor ; yet it is now not only widely circu- 
lated at home, but has likewise abroad been 
honored by the decoration of a foreign dress,* 
and may possibly be received, and readily 
credited, among such persons as have not 
had the opportunity of obtaining more 
correct knowledge. With regard to Mr. 
Holm's account of the fire, after having 
myself personally investigated the spot, and 
correctly estimated the extent of the damage 
sustained, 1 dare venture publicly to assert 
that his description is faulty to as great a 
degree, as is the difference that will be found 
to exist between his two geographical charts 
and that which accompanies my statement* 

It is a matter of real satisfaction/ that the 
estates of Holmur, Hunkurbacknr, Heidi, 
l^aptardalur, Hvammur, Svinadalur, and 
the farm of Buland, together with the church 
at that place (which Mr. Holm describes av 
being totally destroyed by the stream of fire), 
are all yet standing in good conditiotfi, not 
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having by any means sustained so iliuch 
damage as has been stated by him. And it 
is also a subject of rejoicing that^ instead of 
eighty-nine farm-houses which he informs us 
are all damaged, and the greater part of them 
destroyed *by fire and by large pumice-stones, 
tieither Mr. Livetzen, nor myself, could in 
the course of our journey (which extended 
to every farm in the way of being injured by 
the eruption) discover more than eight 
farmers'*houses, and two cottages, which can 
never be inhabited : these are, Eystridalur^ 
Thverardalur, Aa, Nes, Hdlmasel> Holmar> 
Efri-Fliotar, and Sydri-Fliotar. To these, 
however, which are totally uninhabitable, 
ought, perhaps^ to be added the estate of 
Eystri-Dalbaer, in Landbrot; for this farm, 
which has always been subject to annual da- 
mages, by the drifted sand from the districts 
to the eastward of it, is now, by reason of the 
disappearance of the waters of the Skaptaa, 
that formerly swallowed up a great portion 
of the sand, totally destroyed. Yet it has 
not received any damage immediately from 
the fire. Exclusive • of the two cottages, 
called Kalfafellskot and Blomsturvelliry there 
are in all, twenty-nine farm-houses which 
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th^ fire has more or less damaged^ yet not to 
that degree^ but they may in the course of 
time again be tenanted* Of these there are 
at present fifteen lying desolate^ Hvammur^ 
Svinadalur^ Eystri'-Asar^ Botnar^ Hnausar^ 
Dalbaer^ Hollt5 Skal^ Selialand, ^Thvera^ 
Nupar^ Kalfafellj Mariubacki, HvoU^ and 
Skaptardalur. The great distance from . the 
coast and the difficulty of approaching it^ will^ 
however, probably be insuperable objections 
to the last of these places again becoming 
inhabited. Of the houses that are damaged^ 
exclusively of the fifteen farm-houses men- 
tioned as being desolate^ there are fourteerf 
still inhabited^ Buland^ Ytre-Asar^ Fl^^ 
Hrifunes^ Leidvollur^ LanghoUt^ StadenhoUt^ 
£fri-Steinsmyri^ one of the five habitations 
in Sydri-Steinsmyri, Ylra-hraun in Land-, 
brot, Eystri-Tunga^ Kirkebai-cloisfer^ Hun- 
kurbackur^ and Heidi. The number of 
farm-houses that are in part destroyed and 
partly damaged, amounts in all to thirty- 
seven^ besides four cotti^es. Twenty-three 
only, out of this number, now remain un- 
inhabited, which is rather more than one 
quarter of the eighty-nine farm-houses be- 
fore noticed. . It may farther be considered 
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as* a matter of consolation, that the da- 
mage sustained by the destruction of 
the grounds that are favorable to the 
growth of the Sea-Lyme-grass (Elymus 
arenarius) can scarcely be estimated at one 
half of ihe amount stated by Mr. Holm, 
and that, with a few exceptions, the whole 
of the sheep-walks in Sidumanna-afrettur 
(which in the large chart Mr. Holm has 
laid down as being entirely buried under 
everlasting lava, and has lamented accord- 
ingly in his statement) are yet safe, and may 
in fact be said to be untouched by the lava. 
I must, indeed, acknowledge that no small 
quantity of sand which is scattered over 
them, will render them barren for some 
few years ; but it may likewise be truly said 
that they are become unproductive at a most 
convenient season, as the inhabitants are at 
the same time deprived of their sheep and 
cattle ; for the loss would hav6 been other- 
wise jnost severely felt. It will certainly 
be four or five, nay, probably, ten years 
before Siden, the Landbrotet, and Medal- 
landet can again ^be so well inhabited as 
formerly; Ibefore the farms will again possess 
their full number of cattle; and before a 
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sufficient stock of sheep can be reared. We 
have however strong reasons for supposing 
that^ previously to that time^ the pastures 
in general will have fully recovered them- 
selves^ and will be in better condition than 
they wer^ at any former period. 

§ XXI. 

It has been already stated that^ from the 
lava having filled up the channels of nmny 
of the larger rivers^ as well as of the small 
brooks^ these are in consequence totally 
stopped. Among the princ^l of them^ we 
may reckon the Skaptaa, Hverfisfliot^ Steins- 
myrarfliot, Sydri-Ofsra^ and £fri*Ofaeraj to 
which might also be added the larger river^ 
Tungu^ or Kuda; for the current of lava 
had extended itself partly into its channel, 
and dammed up a portion of the river itself* 
The lesser streams that are stopped up, are 
those of FedgaqvisI, Landa, Melqvisl, Hros- 
satuna, Hellisa, Laxa, Lingaqvisl, Fiardara, 
or Fiadra^ Hollisa, and three small brooks 
in Landbrptet, Gloppulaekur, Vordulaekur, 
and Tungulaekur, which. however can only 
be considered al smaller brandies of the 
jSkaptaa, and necessarily all disappeared with 
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the parent stream. But it may be asked^ 
what has then. become of all these rivers and 
brooks ? To give a fall and satisfactory reply 
to this question^ and to ascertain the course 
now taken by the remnants of the streams^ 
much local information is required^ and it is 
above all necessary to be well acquainted 
with those parts of the rivers that were first 
stopped up^ and with the obstructions aris- 
ing from the natural situation of the adja- 
cent country. I shall now endeavor to lay 
before the reader^ all that it has been in my 
power to collect upon this subject^ and shall 
first direct his attention to the eastward;^ her 
ginning with Hverfisfliotet. 

§XXII. 

^^grfig. The upper part of the river Hvem 
fliotci* fiijfliot^ which still continues to run 
Ireely as far as the lava, becomes at this 
place a confined and stagnant water, the 
lava having not only entirely filled up the 
channel of this large river, but also extended 
itself to a considerable distance over its 
banks, so that the stream has been con- 
strained tb work its way under the super- 
incumbent volcanic mass, visible only wher< 
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it fills up such hollow places as it occa* 
sionally meets with. It is owing to this 
circumstance^ that we find several pods of 
stagnant water below those places in the 
channel of the river that had been stopped : 
but no such are to be seen to the north of 
this place ; and, as the vast quantity of water 
which was continually rushing down from 
the ice-mountains could not by any means 
make itself ^ sufficient outlet through the 
lava, the nearest hollows and crevices^ of 
which, had been already filled up with the 
impeded waters, it became necessary taat 
some of it should discharge itself farther on, 
along the side of the rocky hills, and on the 
east of the lava ; where a considerable broo/i^ 
is now, consequently, visible. This stream 
forced its passage in many places with great 
violence, especially to the eastward of the 
farm-house of Eystridalur, and thenoe .con- 
tinually ran in a direction parallel with that 
of the lava, stretching toward the sandy 
districts to the south. On the western side 
of the lava there was likewise a brook 
running past the &rm of Thvera, and pa^ 
rallel with the lava. This, also; at length, 
pnpties itself into the southern sandy disit 
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trict; yet.it is by no meaiiB my opituoi}, 
that this stream can have taken its rise solely 
fvom the. Hverfisfliot. Indee4^ the color of 
its waters < sufficiently proves a mixture of 
the moantain^ and of the jokul streams; 
the latter discharging themselves into the 
plain from the jokul stream of the Hverfis- 
fliot^ whidi .was choked up by the lava; 
whereas the other stream proceeded froq^i 
va^ioqs small rivulets and springs, which 
descended on the western sides of the moun- 
tains. 



li 



y Without much reflection we might be 
inclined to believe that these waters would 
at length rejoin^ and run along the original 
channel of the river; but it must be re- 
xnembered^ that the channel itself^ . was . ori- 
ginally not , deep at this place^ but had 
been subject to many alterations and shift- 
ings^ and likewise that, wherever it stretched 

out into the sandy plain (being divided 

* ' 

• into difierent branches) it carried along with 
it, and heaped up continually, the loose 
sand. On tKe 22nd and 24th of July, 1784, 
when, in company with Mr. Livetzen and 
tome other persons, I travelled over this 
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diBtrtct^ we could scarcely observe any 
traces of the bed of the old river> m^d it 
is not a little remarkable that the whole of the 
vast quantity of water^ which had here spread 
itself over the sandy plain, was still smok- 
ing in many places. In some parts so 
great was the heat, that we could scarcely 
kear to hold our hands in it ; a circumstance 
that was rendered more particularly un- 
pleasant by our being under the necessity of 
riding at a foot-pace for three long Danish 
miles through this hot, and, in general, very 
4eep water. Eveiy where, too, we were 
enveloped in a thick sulphureous fog and 
haze, that arose from the surface of it,. In 
all probability the confined water will in- 
crease still more beneath the lava ; particu* 
larly when it becomes thoroughly cooled, 
and nothing is lost by evaporation. A new 
channel for the Hverfisfliot will consequently 
be formed ; for the water, now held in an 
unnatural state, from being as it were dam- 
med up, must force itself a passage, either 
through the lava, or by breaking down its 
sides ; yet I do not apprehend that any in- 
undation will be the contequence, or that any 
damage will ensue, except indeed to the two 
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form-houdes^ Seliatand on the eastern and 
Thvera on the western side. Till, however^ 
such time as a new route is effected across 
the lava itself^ between Siden and Fliptsh- 
yerfet^ and also between Thvera and Selia* 
land^ it will be very troublesome for persona 
who may have to travel between these twa 
places ; as they will be obliged to pursue a 
long and tedious course round the whole 
extent of the lava. 

\ XXII I. 

skaptaa and other Having now arrfvcd at the 
waters. Skaptaa, and examined, not 
merely this great stream, but also the tnib- 
ordinate rivers and brooks, which had been 
stopped in their course or had wholly lost 
their waters, I found that this river siill 
continued to flow uninterruptedly from its 
origin as far as a place below Uxatindur and 
opposite to Hordubreid, where the torrent 
of fire that had from the northward broken 
through Ulfarsdal filled up the chtonel, 
as has been before described. That the 
river has not been impeded in its pr6gress 
before it reached this place, I conclude 
from the circumstance of its being here 
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that we first obseHfed Stagnant water, which 
I consider a sur^ Sign. It wds not {)ossible 
to have a vieVr of Ih^ river itself^ oh Ac- 
count of the lava having, above this spot, 
accunitiiated to a considerable height ; and 
because the atmosphet^ V^as every where filled 
fvith a thick smoke, caused by the dread- 
M hekt, which still ejcist^d both h^re and 
throughout the whole extent of th^ uppet 
part of the lava. 

A littte below this place the vdlcani<^ 
iliatter becomes still narrower, and theire^ 
oh its western side, as well as upon the laVft 
itself, We remarked several large pools of 
ittagnant water, collected from the rivers 
Efri and Sydri^Dfaera, which, as well 
fts th^ Skaptaa, were here choked tip. 
Some ^tre^tnlets, indeed, had fouild a pas- 
sage along the west of the hraun, but never- 
theless in this spot the confined waters 
became larger, and were more connected 
With each other. 

Towards the east no body of water ap- 
peared to have made its way, until we came 
where the lava had filled up the channel of 
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the Hrossatuna^ compelling so much of 
that river as was not consumed by the fire- 
stream to work itself a new channel along that 
side. The quantity^ however^ was trifling, 
and no considerable current was to be seen, 
until the Hellisa, which was likewise stop-- 
ped up, forcing itself a passage in a simitar 
roann^, united with the other at some dis-^ 
tance above the farm of SkaptardaU On 
the outskirts of this farm the lava was re^ 
markably narrow, and extended only a 
little way beyond the sides of the channel ; 
but fiirtber on it had spread over a great 
space, having its surface every where, diver- 
sified with large bodies of water, many of 
which flowed one into another with a very strong 
current, and afterwards precipitated them- 
selves in cascades, many of which were at once 
tp be §een and heard. The Skaptaa broke 
forth with great violence on the western 
side. Even in the autumn of the year 
1763, the lava on the outside of Skaptar- 
dal was so far cooled, that several persons 
who had fled from Siden ventured to pass 
jgw^v }t to Skapt^unge^iy in order \q avoid 
the .tedionsly circuitous route from that' 
place to Medal landet, and thence again 
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across the Rudafliot This passage they 
happily effected in safety^ and they like- 
wise conducted a number of sheep and cattle 
over with them. It is true that this took 
place late in the month of October, when 
the waters were frozen ; but now, on thfe 
contrary, a large sheet of water was formed 
on the lava ; all the hollows were fiHed up ; 
and the progress of the water was impede 
io such a degree, that only the highest sum- 
mits of the hraun were visible. It will 
therefore be impossible for any person to 
cross over here so long a^ the waters are 
thus confined, unless indeed in the winter, in 
such times as they are a sheet of solid ice ; 
and how far this will ever be the c^se I have 
great reason to doubt, there being so many 
strong and violent currents: nevertheless I 
will not wholly deny the possibility of its 
being efiected. It may here not be amiss 
to state that the greatest quantity of water 
collected together was in the vicinity of 
Skaptardal ; while smaller pools were to be 
seen in the more southern part of the lava ; 
but in the eastern parts, as about Landbrot 
and Medalland, the quantity was inconsid^* 
^ble. The whole of the water that fell o^ 
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t\^ partb side at Skal vf2^$ ^w^Uowec) up by 
the ktva : \>u\ t^i^ was np n}pre (ban wh^t- 
p^oc^^ded frpm some snoi^^ bfpql^s^ nMining- 
4owfi from the ipouQtaiiis ; whilst b|| tb^t 
other hand the HoUsta creek^ which W9^ 
stopped by the fire, formed itself into % 
lai^ lake, which, being joined by the im* 
peded streams of the brooks Fiadrs^ and Laxa^^ 
forced a passage near the ^ides of the &rim 
Heidi and Hunkurbackar* Uence it p^8e4 
olose to the houses, and at; the last^mentipi^ 
place threatened the sfill repfifiinipg pftjt ^ 
the acljacept fi^ld, as well ^s^ the ho^He^^i. 
with total destruction. 

• * ' ' 4 * 

Turning hence to the west^^n side, ^p 4n4 
an arm of the Skaptaa b.sis mafie its wigr 
along the side of the lava-str^^n^ ^pd s^rn 
ropnded Svartanup, a ' cottage be^oqgipg til 
the f^rm of Bulfind ; after which, acpomp^i 
nied by the lava itself, it has inundated Ljtth 
Ifipes, a cottage also bclong^pg to the aame^ 
estate. Tb^ farn^-houaes of Hvi^mip a^^ 
Svinqdal, v^ry near which it r?i.n, were 
much dams^ed by it, and betweep tb?se i^ 
was ^ in sundry places ^aipm^ up pp th^t 
^estfrn side; thu^ giving birth in it9 coupe 
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1^ vtriojus large lakes. Hence it ran for- 
ward with a mpderateljr strong current^ paM* 
mg ait no great distance the paisoni^ 
house at Eystri-Asiu'^ the farm-house of 
Ytri-Asar, and the flying lands, (as th^ 
are called from their being compoaed of 
drift sand) pf Flaga and Hrijunes, where 
these watera^ together with the Tungufliotei^ 
are stopped np» and, in the fcurm of an as- 
ceedingly large inland lake^ have inundated 
the neighboring country^ doing infinite 
damage to the two last-mentioned farrn^ 
particularly Flaga^ the meadows of which \t 
has totally overflowed s^d destroyed* One 
arm or branch of this large lake ran^ toge- 
ther with the Holm^a^ into the K.uda*-stream* 
In the MedaUandet many dams were formed 
and many brooks dried up ; among which 
nay be mentioned Lands, Afelqvisl^ Fed- 
gaqvisi, Ling^qvisl^ and Steinsmyrarfiiot. 
A quantity of impeded water, drainii^ out 
ftom under the lava, has spread itself over 
4kl morasses belonging to the farm of Hnai;^ 
sar, and thus not only reaidered these places 
more boggy than before, but likewise en- 
tirely surrounded the farm-hous^, so that 
for the present, at least, all access to it is 
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mMf iHiprictieable. The water^ fao^ever, 
iriufih baa isalied firom Ihe south-eaatem 
p9]*t of the lava is by far the greatest im^ 
padimeot t0 tvavellers^ and will probably 
in time betsome seriously ckng^roos^ -sfaottld 
it continue to increase in the same diegret 
at it * has done of late^ We £:Hind itattti 
sootoking, though it could not be called 
hot: and observed where^ having taken 4tt 
course over deep morasses, it bad in mai^ 
places forced its way into the soil, forming 
holes in which horses might §M and be 
Vftuch injured, especially as the ground hti^ 
tween these cavities is full of little hillodoi 
and nigged places. All persons wishing to 
proceed from Alptaver or Medalland to Si** 
den, must cross this stream, which airdady 
extends itself for a considerable length toi» 
wards the sea vnth a moderate current* 
Its source is supposed to be one of the 
brooks that have been stopped up (pro* 
baUy FedgaqvisI), whidi, after being con^ 
filled ^by the Ismi for a time, has at length 
found a pMisage throi:^h it. 

• Th^re is the greatest reason toapprelMasd 
lest the body of water here confined shE>a)d 



h«f«ifter swdl to a size too ^vg^ ^ he 
mttained within its pretent iimits, and; 
uniting widi the Skaptaa itstif^ shoiiU at 
some ftitare time nidi forward with dac< 
itmction commensurate to dieir TioleAce. 
The Landbrotet^ I should hope, will always 
hs secure against these inundi^ions ; but^ 
an the other haud, the Meddland is es^ 
ptised to the greatest hazard, since,- imme- 
dHLtdy to the' north of it, lai^ quantitievof 
water have been dammed up by die lavt^' 
and diese at the time oi my visit were evi^ 
d«ldgr increasing, and the several pcvols 
wtoe uniting one with another. When we 
were at the ftirm of Stadarholt, in MedaU 
kdd, in tile morning of the 98th of Juljr, 
we* heard a loud noise and sj^hing, which 
aMse from the iUiing of water within the 
lava.' Taking it for granted, therefore, 
that the Skaptaa itsrif, together with the 
nAet confii»d waters, must in the coutae 
of time force a paasage through the lava, it 
follows that they must either overflow Msw 
dalland, to the great injury of that district^ 
or must precipitate themselves into the 
Kmia creek, which will consequently « be 
DMdered impassable for people on^ horse** 



iitck. The only apparent mode of eropih 
ing it therefore would be in boatt or on 
imfts; for the union of the Skapta^^ with 
the Kuda river^ would not only make the 
body of water considerably iuorease in 
depths but would also cause it to flow 
with a much stronger current than is the 
case at present^ and thu&» neoessarily^ ren*- 
der it impassable for horses« £ven the esh 
pedient just mentioned might be attended 
with many difficultiea; since the bed of 
the river consists of loose ^nd^ whiah^ by 
the force of the stream, is driven about» 
and formed here and there into large bamkn^ 
over which it would not he found easy to 
pass with Udesi boats ; especially when at 
the same time is taken into con^ideratieni 
the difficulty arising from the rapidity of 
the current. Tbis^ however^ is stated 
merely on conjecture; ai^d I am led into 
such remarks from the idea that these accur 
mulated waters may force a passage at one^. 
or other of the two places just m^itioned ; 
there being no other' obvious means by 
which they can' make their escape* Ne»* 
vertheless, as it is not given to man to pene<^ 
trate into, or to anticipate, the hidden ope^ 



¥9kiion$ of the Deity, so we must hopB ;«Md 

expect that the best result will happen ii| 
this, as well as in all other cases, from tfao 
mperintendanoe and ^ii'ection of his all^i 
wise Providence, 

It has heen already remarked (^ xu) 
^t some branches of the Skaptaa, whifih 
farmerly flowed through Landhrotet, ai^ 
Qloppulsskur, VordulsBkur and TongulflB^ 
kur, have, together with the parent foun-* 
tain, been dried up. This district has not 
indeed sustained any great injury from tho 
fire immediately; yet, nevertheless, since 
the disappearance of the Skaptaa, it is ex- 
pQ9^ to continual droughts, and may 
possibly in the course of time be totally 
nying or drifted destfoyed by the flying sanda 
^^^' from the eastern country. It 

is true it hay always been subjeet to such 
disasters, but it had (constantly in forn^er 
ca^s gre^ protection in the Skaptaa, whichj 
by swallowing up the sand, prevented Ml 
froH^ driving over to the western side, al 
teQst, in- such a quantity as to effect any 
niateriai damage, Now,^ pn the contrary^ 
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most of the mrms in this district are in the^ 
greatest danger; and so imminent is the 
peril to which Kirkebai*cIoister is stated 
to have been exposed^ even during the last 
year, from the drift-sand, that in case of 
its being annually revisited by similar mis- 
fortunes, it will in the course of a veiy short 
period become uninhabitable. When I tra- 
velled through this district, in the month of 
July last, the grass, in a great part of the 
enclosed pastures, was covered with sand, 
and large heaps of drifted sand lay between the 
houses, as well as scattered over the adjacent 
country. 

Phanomi^ The principal phaenomena attend- 
S^^ir* ing this eruption have been already- 
described. The thick smoke which by day 
issued from those districts that had been 
1>umt, and at night appeared like a flame of 
fire, was still to be perceived in the month 
of March last, arising here and there from 
the lava. Since that period, however, the 
smoke alone has appeared. Whilst lying in 
my tent at Kudafliot, I noticed, not without 
wonder, 'the innumerable columns of smoke 
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riding from the current of lava between 
Skaptartunga and Landbrot. These were 
particularly visible in three places towards 
the north, among the mountains; and I 
learned during my journey^ that the inost 
westerly arose from the channel of the 
Skaptaa^ the eastern fr6m the Hverfisfliot^ 
and the middle on^ from the source <>f the 
fire^ and the district adjoining it. Beyond 
Skal our attention was excited by a very 
thick column, far surpassing all the others^ 
which from this spot wiere to be seen rising 
by thousands^ almost in a direct line with 
the burnt district towards the east, in forms 
innumerable and the most agreeable to the 
eye. Large bodies of smoke, together with 
some smaller columns, were issuing in va^^ 
rious places from the eastern lava, near 
Fliotshverfet ; but the smoke broke catt in 
the greatest quantity between Nupar aiid 
Selialand> and also between Eystridal and 
Tholvardal^ where the channel of the river 
had formerly been, and where, indeed, it 
mig^ still be traced from the bay quite up 
to the place at which the river was first 
choked by the lava. Below this place the 
smoke appears to increase, contrary to what 
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SQigfat be ex^ected^ that it would here b^ 
drminished by the confined waters of th& 
Skaptaa, Oferur^ and otheir rivers and 
Brobks : bnt the same eircumstance was td 
be observed in the eastern branchy from the 
p]tee where the Hv^rflsfliot is stopped Up. 
The channel of the Skaptaa ivas particularly 
to be distinguished, as was that of tiie tlro^-* 
siatunas^ wherever the bed was filled by th^ 
lava. For a considerable distance above the 
farm of Skaptardal and beyond Naes, which 
viras already burnt, ther^ was in maYiy pkceii 
no smoke, and in other spots so little as 
acarcely to be p4rc6ptible ; bnt belbw these 
places pillars of Irmoke were every where 
discernible along the whole of the southerii 
currept of the lava, but principally around 
Skalarstapi, where they were really dreadful. 
It is indeed asserted by several persons that 
this quantity has much increased sihc^ last 
spring, on which account many people eti-' 
tertained great fears lest a new eruption 
should take place. When in compAriy With 
Mr. Levetzen and others, I performed a 
journey on the 26th of July, frofti Mark to 
Siden, we turned off to go to Skalarfiall, a 
sptft which afibi'ded us a prospect equally 



pfeasant and extrabrdinai^y ; for iVe stooti 
here upon the top of a vety high mountaio^ 
^hicfa on the south side tf as entirely covered 
with grass. Here and there among the 
rocks* some remains of tlie fiatrm^hoose and 
church of Skal were still visible. From thii 
plac^j which commands a v^y extansinu 
view^ we oonld s^ the whole mass of lava 
strcftdiing over Siden and the MedaUandet> 
and also a part of the western branch t6^ 
w^rds Skaptartanga. So extensive was the 
portion of lava towards the souths that die 
eye could not distinguish its boundary from 
that of the superincumbent clouds^ in which 
its utmost extremity appeared to lose itself. 
As to the lava^ it was every where of a coal-^ 
black hue. In its prpgress along the channel 
of the Skaptaa^ as well as along several of its 
arms and auxiliary streams^ it had formed 
itself into a number of lofty hills^ running 
in a direction from east to west^ and appear^ 
ing from our elevated situation like a flight 
of steps. From each of these cUri'enta wer6 
rising in greater or less number^ colomas 
of smoke of different de^^ of density, 
which appeared where we were standing to 
teach even to the cjouds^ exhibitii^ 
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thousands of fantastic shapes. Hie 
black ground of the lava was to be 9een 
between the lighter columns of smoke^ 
which were, at a considerable height in 
the atmosphere, collected together into one 
thick bank of clouds, of a white or yellow* 
ish tinge, intennixed with shades of a 
deeper cast. To the south-west of this 
place was just discernible the upper part of 
the insulated and steep mountain of Ska* 
larstapi, rearing its summit above all the 
surrounding lava, though at the same time 
almost enveloped in the dreadful smoke 
that was ascending on every part of it. 
The streams that issued from the rock 
poured down its sides, and added to the in- 
describable beauties of this enchanting 
scene, the effect of which was still farther 
increased by the view of the burnt farm- 
house of Hollt. At Dalbae, in Landbrotet, 
which is likewise consumed, we remarked 
that one of the numerous eminences, shaped 
like a ball (which are so common in this 
neighborhood out of the reach of the fire, 
and which shew evident marks of having 
been in a state of conflagration at former 
periods), first began to smoke during the 
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tame of oar residence in the eastern district. 
No smoke had eirer before been seen to orl* 
gti:iate from these hillocks^ nor was there 
my at the period of my first arrival ; but 
it considerably increased while we remained 
in Siden. 

- , h XXVL 

Whether the fire ^rom what has just been 
wa& still burning, g^j J respecting the numerous 

oolumns of smoke^ it may perhaps be 
by many inferred that the jfire was not yet 
Extinguished ; especially as the beds of lava, 
both in and beyond the valley, were, so 
late as the month of July, 178'^^ in a state 
of extreme heat. Nevertheless, when I 
travelled around the lava, I could not per- 
ceive any marks of fire, not even in the 
vicinity of the crater itself. Nor does it 
appear to me, that the dreadful heat 
still remaining in the lava, and the nume- 
ims columns of smoke arising from it, 
prove the contrary ; for, with regard to the 
lava, notiiing is more natural than that so 
vast a body, when once heated, should re- 
tain its heat long , after it had ceased to be 
actually on (ire, particularly when it has 

VOL. II. o - 
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SO great a depth as is the case in the 
channels of the rivers* Sir Isaac Newton 
has even ascertained that a red*hot vadtkl 
hMy of only two inches diameter^ will take 
about an hour to become thoroughly cooly 
and the same philosopher has laid it down 
as an axiom that the time required for cool- 
ing a body of this sort is in. the same 
proportion as the squares of its diameter ; 
therefore^ although this rule may not be 
perfectly applicable to the burning laya^ 
which is so loose and porous^ yet sK>me 
idea may be formed what an immenss. 
space of time will be requisite; for cooling 
the new and dreadful streams of laya in 
the district of Skaptefield. The well-known 
Sicilian author^ Massa^ informs us^ that 
in many places, in Catania^ he has found the 
lava hot even eight years after the great 
eruption of ^tna^ in 1669; and that the 
new mountain, which, during the eruption 
of 17^9 arose in the middle district .or 
temperate zone of ^tna, was still inwardly 
burning in the year 1770, four years after* 
Nay> farther, that the lava which flowed 
thence in 17^6, retained a great degree of 
heat in the year 1770^ in places where it 
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wfts deep^ and paitteokrly where it fatd filled 
Qp- ravines to the dejpth of two hundred ^ feet. 
Now, if the heat was so great in Sicily, 
at the expiration of four years, where the lava 
was not more than two hundred feet in thick- 
ness, can it be matter of surprise if the 
new branches of the volcanic torrent in Ice- 
land, which in the channels of the rivers 
lay twice or thrice as deep, should still 
remain very hot at the expiration of only 
one year? 



*t 



This may therefore be considered as a 
sufiicient proof that the continuance of the 
beat in the lava is not to be regarded as a 
certain symptom of the continuance of fire. 
For my own part, I am thoroughly con- 
vinced that the whole was already extinct 
at the time of my travelling in the district 
of Skaptefield, which was in the month of 
July of last year ; for, with regard to the 
number of pillars of smoke seen to arise, I 
conMder them in reality as nothing more 
than vapors, produced by the vast quantity 
of water arising from the in()peded rivulets, 

* gee Bry^n€*$ 9th Letter, 
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a ^ 

which every where^ throughout the whole 
extent of the lava, become evaponrfied into 
steam. Such clouds of steam were more 
particularly abundant in rainy seasons, 
which makes it sufficiently clear that &ey 
owed their origin to water alone. When 
Mr. Levetzen and myself tra^velled from 
the farm-house of Skaptardal to the burnt 
hrttk of Skal, and thence up the mountains, - 
on the 26th of July, we were enveloped in 
so thick a fog that we could hardly see for 
six yards before us. ' ThlS fog had a disagree- 
able smell, and at length turned into a 
heavy fell of rain* But when we returned 
to Skal we were informed that this soent, as 
well as the fog itself, was to be found only, on 
the hills, and that there had been, at the 
same time, fine and clear weather in the 
yalley, together with a southerly wind, 
which had fibally dispersed the rising va- 
pors; canying .them towards the rocks in 
the north, and had at length enveloped the 
low grounds in a thick fog and heavy run, 
similar to what we had previously eocpe* 
rienced in the. mountains. These circum- 
stances tend still farther to confirm my 
conjecture that the smoke ascending from 
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the lam is nothing more than water^ cdn^ 
verted into vapor by cpLfreme heat^ and 
iCOQseqiientlf that it can by no means be 
regarded as a proof that iSre still eidsts in 
an active stat^ am<Mig the lava. 

§ XXVII. 

I now proceed to inquire into the state 
of the lava itself^ and int6 the diflferenit 
kinds of this substance which have occuired 
Of the nature of to mc. In doing this I shall 

theWva. gj^^ ^^jj^g ^ ^^Jqj.^ which, 

* 

whether at greater or less distances^ from 
the place of eruption^ was every where of 
a greyish ash, intermixed with black: the 
latter more paiticularly predominating. 
In many places, 'where the lava }»esented 
an even suriace, it had cooled in the same 
form in which it had flowed, and it was 
externally either deep red or violet, though 
the interior more frequently partook of a 
l^ht*blae tint. 

Wherever the lava had, from iJhe circum* 
stance o£^ various streams succeeding eaoh 
oUier, formed ^ itsdf into eminences, the 
heated vapors naturally forced th^ir way 
ihioi^ the upper and hardened erusi^ 



whkh was cohseqaently broken^ and had 
fallen down in fragments of various shapes 
and sizes. In places where the lava was 
smooth and even^ it was from the Uke cir- 
cumstance full of cracks and rents^ and in 
such places^ but principally in the deep 
hollows^ it was strewed on the surface 
with a fine white kind of dust^ somewhat 
resembling salt^ of which^ with infinite 
pains, I was able to collect a small quantily. 
In a few spots, also, where the surface of 
the lava was level, might be seen yellow 
veins ci sulphur among the cracks. Some 
of this I endeavored to procure with a 
pick-axe^ by which means 1 broke into a 
number of concealed vacancies^ that exhi- 
bited a mixture of various colors; while 
from their roof or upper p^rt hung a great 
quantity of small projecting poitits, eith^ 
of a sulphureous yellow or a dark red colon 
At the extremity of these processes, were 
seen a quantity of red drops, which in dry* 
ing had become indurated, but which, not- 
withstifnding their small size, would bear 
, 8 smart blow with a hammer without being 
broken, llie bases of the cavities were 
phiefly yellow and green, though somMimes 
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a.i!aidMi color fwas intermixed with them. 
in the bottom of one^ I met with a beautifa} 
Iqmd of lava, remarkable for. being most 
ekgantly vaiiegated with red, green, and 
jitUow. ^va of the common sort, such 
as is every where tp; be found, ^has always 
a/fabicJtish hue within,, with an exterior of 
abluioh cast^ or sometimes with a mixture of 
ned and violet color. Another speqief^, sooie* 
what difierent. from the two jqst described, 
was f&mA near ftl^lig, at a little . distance 
^m the Uva-strejAnif A fourth kind of 
aro^ also is thrown out by tbS volcano, and 
carried across .the . Fliotshyerfet. This ap- 
pears to be a black slate, shining within like 
pit coal:, its exl^rior is marked with nume^ 
rous 1 white dots. With regard to pum^oe^ 
.stone, I could find no large pieces of it. 
Those which I met *with were about the 
sise of a hazel-nut, of a brown cplor, fine 
in.quality, its weight light, and its nature, 
as far as I could judge, exactly the same 
as that used in the arts. Under the five 
kinds .of mineral substances here uientioned, 
fidiich hsive been . thrown up by the volcapo^ 
all others, which have come under my ini- 
spection'are to be classed, as they cannot 
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be considered to differ essentially froin tfaem. 
^or the information relative to their cooipoi* 
hent parts^ I am entirdy indebted to the 
skill and knowledge of our celebrated coub* 
tryman, Mr. Myhlensteth, who has had the^ 
goodness to make an aiccurate diemioal 
analysis^ not only of the various kinds of 
lava^ but of the fine whitish substance re^ 
sembling salt^ which has been before men«- 
tioned^ and also of various other substances, 
one among which deserves particularly to 
be noticed, a kind of raveliiigs, which re^ 
selnbles grey hairs. This was to be found 
every where in the vicinity of the fire, but 
especially on level sandy ' places, and no 
where in so great quantity as on the exten. 
sive sandy plain of Skeidarasand, to the 
eastward of Nupsvaters and Fliotshverfet, 
The filaments sometiihes lay spread out singly 
upon the ground; sometimes mixed and 
interwoven with each other; in other 
places, twisted by the action of the wind 
into the form of garlands of various ^zes, 
or into- circles of a light grey color. Hie 
ravelings themselves, though diort and 
broken, resembled the finest hair. 



The following is the result of Mr. Afyh-» 
ladsteth's experiments upo^ the S»e di^r* 
ent kinds of volpafiic suj^t^nces whidi 
were wwt to hidi^ and which hw^ new b^en 
mentioned : 

No. 1 resembles externally the so^joi 
of ironi* Two ounces of it beitog pulvf^r^ 
iased^ one oUqce of iron was extf^eted from 
it^ by means of the lofulstcme^ and was per*- 
ceptifbldi. with a magnifyiQg gla^s> in small 
thin laminae^ to which spme lava was ^till 
attached. These two ourices were put into 
an equal quantity of oil of vitriolj mixed i|p 
with )t> then thinned with eight parts of 
water. The vitriolic acid evidently dissolved 
the iron> when th^ solution was separated^ 
which^ at blood-heat, afforded a fine Prus^ 
sian-blue color. The remaining part^ that 
was not dissolved by ^e vitriolic acid, wa^ 
thoroughly dried and fouqd to have lost 
three quintins of its weight, and the load^ 
stone had no etkct upon it. Anodier experi-r 
ment was tried with one ounce of this minerad, 
fiom which the magnet only extracted one 
and a half quiittin, and the vitriolic ac^d 
only twenty-four grains of it* 
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No. 2. A mass of matter melted and 
run together^ colored on the outside with 
red and green. It consists of sulphur^ 
mixed with iron^ copper^ sand^ and other kinds 
of earth which contain some acid of salt. 
If a piece of it is put into a moderate coal- 
fire^ and thoroughly heated^ it gives a very 
fine blue flame. Ten quintins of it were . 
madered.hot in the fire, pulverized, mixed 
with an equal quantity of oil of vitriol, and 
diluted, during the operation, withf eight 
parts of water. After some hours,' the solu- 
tion was separated, and gave a fine copper- 
color to a piece of polished iron. To this 
solution was added as much iron as could 
be dissolved, for the purpose of separating 
the copper, which, on being afterwards 
melted, was found to weigh fifteen grains. 
This copper yielded readily to the hammer, 
and with the addition of spirits of sal am- 
moniac, afibrded a very bright blue color. 
To the ^iment, still undissolved, was again 
added half as much vitriolic acid, and the 
whole was treated in the same manner as 
before. The solution was then precipitated 
at blood heat, and afibrded one quintin of. 
PrusMan blue. The still remaining sedi* 



meot^when dried, weij^ed eight quihtins^ 
and consequently tbe acids had extracted 
one quintin and forty-five grains of iron^ 
and fifteen grains of copper. The remain^ 
ing eight qaintins^ when melted down with 
borax, gave a clear black glass, without re<- 
gulus* 

No. S. A white kind of calcined earth, 
one ounce in weight. It caused an astrhi- 
gmit sensation upon the tongue. On being 
put into boiling water, half a quintin of cop- 
per vitnol was extracted from it. 

• ( * 

t 

No. 4 waa to all ajppearance nothing 
but common lava, and, as far as could be 
ascertained, consisted of sulphur ore mixed 
with iron, a little copper, and various kinds 
of earths, melted down together. The mine- 
ral acids had no efiect upon the lava, and, 
on its being pulverized, a very small quan- 
tity of iron only was produced. Four small 
pieces, weighing three and a half quintins, 
which appeared to be more light and 
brittle than the rest, and totally free from 
white spots, were melted down with borax, 
wheii they yielded a lump of copper weigh- 
ing three and a half grains. Half a pound 
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of this lava was pulverized and properly met 
ted^ but it gave no more than three 
grains of copper* 

» 

No. 5 was a piece of common pumice* 
stone. 

Of the whitish powder^ with which the 
cavities of the lava were filled^ I got a small 
sample weighing one and a half quintin. 
It had a saltish taste^ and on crystallization ^ 
afforded proper Glauber salt^ which weighed 
two-thirds of a quintin, and ten grains of 
kitchen-salt. 

m 

The grey and hair-like ravelings above* 
mentioned were found to be of the same 
nature as Nos. 1 and 4, and in all probability 
are the self- same substances drawn out into 
fine threads^ which^ from the delicacy of 
their structure^ are easily broken^ and are ^ 
carried about by the wind in various direc- 
tions to considerable distances. Twenty 
grains of them were melted down by means 
of a moderate fire to a Uack glass *• So 

* Professor Wilke^ at Stockholm^ procured a smaU 
sample of this hair-like substance from Iceland^ and 
has given a dissertation upon the subject^ similar to 
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extremely brittle wm the telture of the lavE^ 

Solidity of the ^y^^ ^^ autumn, when so fiuf 
**^*' cooleil as .1^* sufier any one to 

hold it in his hand, that ttie\application of 
moderate pressure instantly reduced it to a 
fine powder ; but it was now on the contrary 
become considerably solid, insomuch that it 
Was with great dliSiculty 1 could work 
through it, in many places, with the boring*- 
instrument. Notwithstanding, this, it was 
still very dangerous and unsafe, and was 
every where difficult to walk oVer. Unsafe 
it tnust also of necessity remain for a long' 
time, on account of the numerous sharp 
points and projections with which its surfiuoe 
i» covered, and upon which it is scarcely 
possible"' to* treiad with the thin Icelandic 
shoes, i^ade of raw hides, or even with thick 
and properly isoled ones, without immediately 
.cutting them through. Much danger, too, 
arose frcun the circumstance of the hot va- 
pors which it concealed, having, previously to 
the lav^ becoming thoroughly cool, produced^ 
as above mentioned, innumerable hollow 
places, the arch-way or ceilikig of which, 

fbat inserted in Dr. CrMs AnnqU of Chemistry, for 
1784. Book IT. p. ass. 



* 
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though^ in appearance resembling the rest of 
of the lava^ yet was not sufficiently thick or 
strong to bear the hmnan weight. 

That the floors or bottoms of these cavi- 
ties owe their colored appearance to the 
different kinds of sulphur^ iron^ and other 
metallic substances which have melted and 
dropped from the arched sur&ce^ will readily 
be' perceived, without the necessity of ray 
remarking it ; and it will likewise easily be 
understood, that the spiculal, which hang 
from the ceilings, are nothing more than a 
part of the lava, more or less intermixed 
with strong substances, which, whilst drop- 
ping, had cooled and become indurated. 

* # • • 

^ XXVIIL 

It has already been mentioned, (^ xvn.) 

Attempts with the that the great heat arising 
boring-instruments. f^^ ^j^^ lava was no Small 

obstruction to the experiments we had hoped 
to have made with our boring-instruments, 
in the hilly country, as well as in the vallies; 
insomuch, that I began to entertain fears 
lest this circumstance should render these 
instruments quite useless ; preventing us, as 
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it did^ from employing them^ except where 
the ground was proportionabljc cool. It is 
scarcely in the power of any one to form 
an idea of the difficulty tliat attended this 
part of our labors. To be continually turn* 
ing the instruments rounds and working 
through the hot, hard^ and u Eleven lava, 
while we were at the same time treading 
upon its sharp-pointed edges/ was certainly 
a task as painful as it was irksome. Never- 
theless, by these trials, I found that the lava 
in some places did. not lie more than six or 
eight feet deep ; that in many it did not ex- 
ceed ten feet ; and that wheresoever, as was 
the case ill certain situations, it was far 
deeper, its depth seemed wholly to depend 
on the peculiar nature of the country. 
Both below the laina, and close by its side, 
was found either sand or earth of the same 
kind as that which appears every where in 
this district, at a distance from the fire, as 
in the peat-bogs or in the grounds where 
the sea-lyme grass (Elymus arenaritis) 
grows ; but no kind of slate could be dis- 
covered in the neighborhood. The boring- 
instruments were useful, in enabling me to 
ascertain the quality of the soil belpw and 






20B APPENDIX. C. 

about the lava, as itell ad« the depth and 
nature of this latter beneath the surface of 
the ground, and they farther confirmed me 
in the opinion which I have stated above, 
^at the volcano was to be considered as 
arising from a partial eruption, and not 
from any internal and universal ignition of 
the earth. 

Height or the The height, to which the 

^*^*' heaps .of lava rise in the level 
country, is in some parts very consider^- 
able ; particularly at Skalarfiall, where they 
have reached up to the rocks that project 
from the south side of the mountain : yet, 
nevertheless, were we to calculate its extreme 
height on the plains at an hundred feet (and 
even this is not quite a fourth part of what 
has been stated *), I am still persuaded we 
fihould greatly exceed the reality. 

VXXIX. ' 

It has been already noticed in its proper 
place, that, after the first breaking out of 

* See Holme's Account 6f the Fire, p. 19, where 
the height of the lava is estimated at seventy &thoms, 
or four hundred and twenty feet. 
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State of theweathcr . til© fire, a great qnaptity of 

after the 1st of June, , 1 j ^1 1. 

1785. ashes, sand, and sQiphureous 

dust was thrown over the adjacent districts, 
partiottlarly those* of Siden and Fliotshverfet. 
The long continuance of westerly winds, 
too,^ drove the sand-bank away from Skaptar- 
tongen to the places just named ; and the 
vast quantity of burning sand falling around 
scorched up all tihe grass in the fields about 
Fltdtshverfet to such a d^ree, that there 
were no means of support for the cattle> 
and the inhabitants fled from all the farms in 
this district, . excepting the most easterly 
one, called Nupstad, which, together with 
the neighboring farm of Raudaberg, re* 
mained uninjured by the hot ashes. It is an 
undoubted certainty, that, if Providence 
should be pleased to grant better seasons 
to Iceland than the present, not only the 
parsonage of Ralfafell, with the cottage of 
Kalfafellskot, appertaining to it, but also 
the farm-houses of Nupar, Mariubacki, and 
HvoU, will, in a very few years, be restored to 
their former condition ; especially as the lava 
itself has not reached them. We may then 
reckon the number of farm-houses damaged 
at twenty-five, instead of twenty-nine (see 
VOL n. p 



310 APPXMDIX. C. 

^ XK.), and . make . the whole . amount^ ixt^ 
eluding those totally destroyed^ to be thirty- 
diree. It will easily be cqnqeived^ that> in 
proportion as the air became more and. mpre 
filled with ashes, sand, sulphur-dust, and 
the smoke and aqueous vapors arising from 
the burnt districts, it must likewise become 
more fetid and unwholesome ; and, indeed, 
even intolerable to those who were afflicted 
with the asthma, who, at s,uch a time, could 
scarcely draw their breath. The presence 
too, in the atmosphere, of this mass of ex* 
traneous particles, obstructed jn some mea- 
sure the light and warmth of the , sun, and 
caused to prevail, even at the height of 
s^ummer, a most piercing and unnatural 
cold ; in addition to which, what was still 
more unseasonable, a heavy fall of snow 
took place on the 11th and ^Ist of June* 
It was however soon melted. Almost all 
the new eruptions were accompanied by 
showers of hailstones, of . an extraordinary 
size, equalling that of a sparrow's egg. 
These caused much damage and destruction 
to the grass, and nearly killed both men 
and cattle ; but the mischief occasioned 
even by these was trifling, in comparison 
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of what was caused by die heavy rains t^ 
wfaich^ mixing with the sand^ ashes^ and 
sulphur, that had before fallen in immense 
quantify, incrusted the fields with a kind 
of black coat, somewhat similar to ink, 
but thicker, which poisoned the grass, 
and rendered the water stinking and unfit 
for use. Even the rain itself, in descending, 
became impregnated with sulphur and 
ashes, which sorely aflfected the eyes, caused 
a giddiness in the head, and was attended 
with pain as often as it fell on the naked 
body. The sun, from the impurity of the 

* ** Duriog one of tbe heavy fells of rain^*' it ia 
stated by Holm that^ ** there was observed^ at Dron- 
theim and at other places in Norway, and also at Fer- 
roe^ an uncommop fall of sharp and salt rain^ which 
was so penetrating, that it totally destroyed the leaves 
of the trees, and every vegetable it fell upon, by 
scorching them up and causing them to wither. At 
Ferroe, there fell a considerable quantity of ashes, sand, 
pumice, and brimstone, which covered the whole sur- 
face of the ground, whenever the wind blew from 
Icdand \ and the distance between these two places^ 
is at least eighty (Danish) miles* Shi]^ that were 
suling between Copenhagep and Norway, weie fre- 
quently covered with ashes and brimstone, which 
stuck to the sails, masts, and decks, besmearing them 
all over with a black and pitchy matter/' 
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air^ lost his splendor^ and was shorn of his 
beams: indeed^ it was very seldom thtft 
be was at all visible; and^ when he wsts 
SO5 he appeared as a ball of glowing metaL. 
The smoke covered the whole face of the 
island * for weeks and months together^ so 
that seamen could not get sight of the coast 

* This dismaratmosphere was not confined to Ice- 
land ; an obscurity in the air^ and an unusual redness* 
of the sun« were remarked also in England. In a copy 
of Horrebow*8 History of Iceland, now before me, b 
the following marginal note written by IVIr. Sparrow 
of Worlingham Hall> a gentleman to whom I am happy 
in thus having the opportunity of acknowled^ng the 
obligations I feel myself under, for the ready access 
he has granted me to his invaluable library, and espe- 
cially for the use of some scarce works relative to 
Icelandic History. — '^ An eruption of Hecla (as it was 
fbr a long time supposed to be) broke out again in 
the spring of the year l^dS. In the month of May,' 
of that year, I was in Holland, where the sun app^red 
for a great length of time to be enveloped and ob- 
scured in a thick dry mist ; the cause of which was 
not then known. About the end of the year, two 
very laige and luminous meteors astonished the world $ 
they took a south-westerly direction, and were seen, 
apparently at the ekvat elevation, and nearly at the 
6am6 point of time,* in the eastern parts of England, 
and the southern parts of Europe. They were remarked 
about seven or eight o'clock in the evening, within; 
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atitil tfaey were close upon it ; and in the hilly 
eauntry the haze was so thick^ that it almost 
entirely impeded the prospect. Sik^ was the 
height to which^ in the summer of 17&3> the 
columns of smoke ascended, that they might 
be seen at the distance of thirty Danish (one 
hundred and twenty English) mifes from 
the land, appearing like clouds in the air. 
The same thickness in the atmosphere con* 
tiimed until the middle of Sq)tember in the 
same year ; but, after that time, a prevalence 
of southerly winds happily brought with 
tjiem a clearer air. It is remarkable, . that 
in the summer of If 88, these winds had 
always been attended with the finest weather, 
contrary to what might have been expected, 
that northerly winds would h^ve been re- 
quired, to drive to sea and disperse the smoke 
arising from the southern side of the country; 
but at this time, although it is not to be 
denied that the southerly winds necessarily 

■* 

i Mak, six weeks of each oUier, and about Hm 
middle of NoF^mher. They appfpached ao near to 
the efLVth, that I remember heariog a servant say^ he 
stooped as one paased over hun> fearful of being struck 
by it. They went with amazing velocity^ and were 
soon out of sight" 
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impelled the smoke from the . volcano into 
the interior of the country^ yet they never- 
thele88> were accompanied by a clear air and 
fine weather. The cause of so remarkable 
a phenomenon has been supposed to be a 
volcanic eruption arising from out of the sea^ 
to the northward of Iceland^ or^ possibly^ 
from the eastern bay of Greenland ; since 
it has been observed^ that the thickest dark- 
ness has uniformly been experienced^ and 
the greatest quantity of ashes fallen^ during 
the prevalence of northerly winds. How 
&r this conjecture may or may not be wdl 
founded^ I will not presume to say; for^ 
although we see that some notice has been 
taken in the Berlin papers *, printed at 
Copenhagen^ of a fire said to have arisen 
out of the sea^ between Iceland and .Green«> 
land^ yet that circumstance must for the 
present be reckoned among those which re* 
quire farther confirmation. Nevertheless I 
must acknowledge that it is not altogether 
destitute of probability; for^ if the smoke 
which was spread over the country with 
jiortherly winds did not originate in a place 

^ For the year }783> in No. 96^ and Qthen. 
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imming in that direction^ it will not be 
easy to conceive whence it could procepd> 
unless it may be supposed that the columns 
before mentioned, as abundant in the dis- 
trict of Skaptefield, had, by southerly 
winds, been carried far away to the north, 
and were now driven back by the winds 
blowing from that quarter. When the win- 
ter of 1783 came on, the hazy weather was 
less perceptible, yet it was still observable 
for three, days in November, and a^n once 
in December; on the 13th, the i)9th, 30t]i, 
and 31st of January, 17B4; then twice in 
February; as also in March and April, and 
in June, after which it prevailed almost 
daily in July, whilst I remained in the vi- 
cinity of the fire. Indeed, it could not well 
be otherwise, but^ that as soon as the thick 
vapors, arising from the districts filled by 
the lava, were dispersed by the winds, they 
must, necessarily cause fogs and hazy wear 
ther in those places to which they were 
driven. After the prevalence of so thick 
an atmosphere as has been just ^ described^ 
it was remarked, at several periods during 
the following winter of 1784, that the sur- 
face of the snow was covered with very Am 
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dust or ashes. Nevertheless^ this mist or 
fog brought with it no putrid air^ subse- 
quently to the«close of the summer of 17^83^ 
with the. single exception of two days in thp 
month of Aprils 1784, when a very strong 
sulphureous smell was perceived even at the 
Bishop's residence at Skalholt, and at many 
places in the district of Aames. During the 
time I remained at Siden> in the month of 
July last, the air had a strong smell of sul- 
phur as often sus the winds were northerly, 
and this was particularly intolerable about 
sun-rise ; so that I could then with difficulty 
draw cpy breath, whilst Ijring in my tent ^ 

I have already hinted that the damage 
which the pastures have sustained from the 
torrents of rain are incalculable ; for these, 
accompanied with continual lightning and 
with the most dreadful peals of thunder, have 
not only in many places rendered the sur&ce 
of the earth for ever unproductive, by dis* 
lodging from the neighboring eminences 
great fragments of rock, but have elsewhere 
Inaterialiy injured veg^atibn by coverii^ 
the ground with black dust, mixed with the 
hair-like ravelibgs, ashes, sand, and sul-^ 
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phur^ thus poisoning the anilpials^ and con- 
sequently cutting off the ?ery life springs of 
the inhabitants. The feet of the poor c^ttle^ 
and their heads^ as far at least as their eyes^ 
4nd the inside of their mouths^ became 
changed^ by their going into these pas^ 
tufes^ especially such as are damp aiid 
marshy^ to a sulphureous yellow color^ and 
were filled with wounds and boils. The fire 
itself having much decreased since the b^n«* 
ning of the wittter of 178*^ the heavy 
squalls of rain became less frequent after 
that period^ yet they nevertheless once or 
twice happened whilst I remained in the vi*- 
einity of the eruption. I shall never forget 
the last of tbese^ which I witnessed while 
travelling with my companion in Skaptartun** 
geti. It was terrible in the estreme ; and 
the rain feU^ not in drops^ but^ as it were^ 
in cbntiniied streams^ accompanied with 
Unceasing thunder and lightning ; so that we 
were completely wet through in less than a 
quarter of an hour. We at length reached 
the parSonage-house of Eystri^Asar^ which 
had been for more than a twelvemonth 
deserted^ and there took shelter for an 
hour, till the tempest bad subsided^ Whilst 
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faere^ we examined the churchy but could not 
perceive that it had sustained any damage 
from the convulsions of the earth ^. When 
we afterwards travelled across the heaths to 
the northward of this place, towards Svinedal^ 
we noticed^ with the greatest astonishment^ 
that lai^e lumps of ice, three inches in dia- 
meter, and one or two inches in thickness 
(which for the most part consisted of -con-* 
gealed hailstones), had fallen in various 
places during this dreadful rain. At but 
a short distance from the burnt districts^ 
for instance, at Alptaveret, there was fine 
clear weather, so that these torrents of rain 
were only experienced in the immediate 
vicinity of the places just mentioned. I am 
therefore fully convinced that they were no* 
thing more than the watery vapours which 
had arisen from the hot lava, and which 
(now that their weight overpowered' the 
elasticity of the subjacent atmosphere) formed 
themselves into clouds and fell in torrents. 
It follows by the same mode of reasonings 
that the rain will also tend to confirm the 
conjecture which I had long before expressed ^ 

* See Holm*s Account of the Eruption, p. 31. 



(^ xxvi.)> that the smoke arisiog from the 
lava was only water^ evaporated by excessive 
heat. . 

^ XXX. 

The volcano likewise aflfected the fisheries 
in the year 178S; as the thick clouds of 
smoke and dust^ which continually covered 

Efifectsofthcvokano the land, rendered it too 
pn tDc Fisheries. dangerous for the fishermea 

to put out to sea, and prevented their find^ 
ing the proper fishing-stations. In conse- 
sequence of this the summer fishery proved 
very inconsiderable. In the district of West 
Skaptefield tbe fire had a still greats and 
more destructive effect on the trout-fisheries, 
in the fresh-water lakes ; for ^ larger quan- 
tity of volcanic ashes and sand bad nar 
turally fallen here than in ^ther parts of the 
country, and these imparted an unusually 
blue color, sometimes tinged with yellow, 
to the waters, which ; at length became . sp 
foul and putrid, that great numbers of the 
fish were driven dead upon the beach. On 
the other hand, however, the drying up. of 
the Skaptaa was of essential service to the 
^phabitants ; because a.pumb^r of Jargfi s^l-^ 



taiOD^ which had previously gone up tfie 
stream^ were thus^ in various places^ -pt^ 
vented from returning. In such, therefore, 
of the pools as still retained their water, the 
inhabitants had an excellent supply, these 
serving as complete stock-ponds to the 
neighborhood. I purposely denominate this 
fish, salmon, although I am aware that^ in 
the district of Skaptefield it is called trout, 
which appellation is likewise given to it by 
Mr. Holm. I have never had an oppor- 
tunity of seeing it myself, but, according to 
all the descriptions I have received of it, it 
could be nothing else than salmon : indeed, 
the weight alone of the fish afifords a suffi- 
cient proof of what they are; the general 
average being from fifteen to thirty pounds, 
and the largest rising to at teast ten pounds 
more. All the endeavors I could use to 
obtain ferther information respecting this 
fish, by enquiries among the inhabitants, 
enabled me to collect nothing more than 
that it is the same kind ^s that which is 
usually caught in the white creeks, near 
Skalholt, and in the Borgefiord, as weH as 
at Grimsaa, and in various other places. 
It has Icmg been ccmsidered as a decided 
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matter that no sahnon are to be found in the 
eastern part of Iceland^ and I am inclined 
to think that it is solely for this reason, that 
the fish caught in the district of West Skap 
tefield have hitherto passed under the name 
of trout. 

Exclusively of the damage and loss oc-* 
ca^ioned to the fisheries by the fire, this 
calamity has likewise driven from the 
country various kinds of birds, that used 
to build their nests ther^ ; among which 
the principal are the swans. The inhabi- 
tants were well acquainted with the time 
that these birds cast their feathers, which 
was in the month of August, when the peo* 
pie used to climb the rocks and take a great 
number* of them : but the sulphureous smoke 
and stench efiectually banished them all; 
and the few eggs, that were found in the 
deserted nests, were so thoroughly impreg- 
nated by the smoke, as to be unfit for 
eating. 

§ XXXI. 

Influence of the What influence the volcanic 
tado^.^'* ^*^^" eruption has had on the growth 
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of the grass^ and the miserable conseqoeiioes 
that have ensued from the failure of the 
latter^ cannot be described in few words. 
It is easy to conceive that the pn^ress of 
vegetation^ in the district of Skapt6fietd> 
where the fields were immediately covered 
by the poisonous black substances^ must 
unavoidably be stopped* But the misery 
was far from being confined to this place 
alone; for^ even out of the district^ wherq 
the volcanic sand and sulphureous ashes did 
not fall in any considerable quantities^ the 
growth of the grass^ which^ until the erup-^ 
tion took place^ was in a most promising 
state^ was after this time totally prevented. 
Plants of all kinds withered^ and became so 
brittle that the mere treading upon them 
reduced them to powder. The first that 
felt the baneful influisnce were the Butter- 
cup (Ranuncuhts acris), in Danish called 
Smorurt^ and the Fisilen (Leontodon Tareue-- 
acumj. The Elting (Equisetum Jhwiatile) 
was the last to sufier. The same poisonous 
dust also attacked the cabbages and other 
vegetables in the gardens^ totally checking 
their growth; and^ having thus extended 
itself over the whole country, caused a ge- 
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neral fiatilure of the crops of grass. Not^ 
however^ equally in all places; for the want 
was particularly experienced in the northern 
district^ where^ according to report^ the 
.united produce of several forms at Langanaes 
was not more than sufficient to feed a single 
cow. . It is true that the tiumher of horned 
cattle and sheep was already greatly de- 
creased^ previously to the eruption^ a circum* 
stance which was partly occasioned by a 
succession of bad years^ and partly by the 
infection that had recently prevailed among 
the sheep, and had induced a necessity of 
destroying great numbers. But still the loss 
was most severely felt; for, in the autumn 
of 1783^ the natives were obliged to kill 
more than a third, nay, in some parts, even 
the half, of their remaining stock of cattle, 
for want of fodder^ What is farther remark* 
able is, that in the summer of 1783, the 

Insect. .Ing pastures iD many places swarmed 
the grass. ^jjj^ jj^jg ^jnge^j jnsects, of a 

species hitherto unknown in Iceland. These 
were of blue, red, yellow, and brown colors, 
and appeared nearly to resemble the earth- 
fly* They were particularly troublesome to 
those employed in securing the hay, who 
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were soon covered with their unwelcome, 
guests. Many people have assured me that 
they even found numbers of them still living 
among the hay, in the depth of the ensuing 
severe winter ; and^ what is yet more extrar 
cMrdinary, thai they left their quarters after 
a day or two of titaw or mild weather. 

I have no reason to think that the thick'- 
ness of the air had any apparent eflfect upoii 
the grass in the late summer of 1784. The 
hazy atmosphere before described^ which 
was occasioned by the smoke arising fVom 
the lava^ was but seldom observed out of 
the district of Skaptefield^ and the weather 
was likewise very mild and warm, from the 
latter pait of the month of April till the 
end of July; yet still the growth of grass 
was almost every where indiiFerent^ and 
the pastures occasionally frozen^ especially 
where the soil was firm and level. Some 
hopes^ however, are entertained, that, not- 
withstanding the very moderate crops of 
gmss, a supply of fodder, however scanty, 
may be secured for the surviving cattle. 
The case is quite different in Siden and 
Medallandet, and perhaps in the whole of 
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tbe district of Western Skaptefield ; for there^ 
provided the continued rains have not alto* 
Ipether prevented the bay from being bar- 
vested^ there is i^o fear of a similar scarcity ; 
the grass having grown in the greatest luxu- 
riaqee^ nay^ even in an almost incredible 
quantity^ both in the Medallandet and in 
Sideo^ and Ukewise on the two most easterly 
.and deserted farms of Nupstad and Rauda- 
berg, in Fliotshverfet. 

I am strongly inclined to believe that this 
extraordinary degree of fertility is chiefly 
ascribable to the ashes^ which have been 
thrown out by the volcano^ and have fallen 
in the yallies, ;serving them both as the 
.means of protection to the herbage and 
as maqure. The great and rapid growth of 
the forests around u9Stna * has always been 
attributed to a similar cause^ and it has 
likewise been remarked in Iceland that a 
luxuriant vegetation generally succeeds the 
eruptions of Hecla-f*. , This, therefore, in- 

* See Brydone^s Letters through Sicily and Malta, 
p. 89-93. 

t See Bishf^ Fimen'$ Account ofHecla, 1766^ p. 36. 

yoh. II. a 
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duces the opinion that we naust seek for 
the cause of the failure of the crops of grass 
all over the country^ except in the places 
jiist mentioned^ in the dreadfully severe 
frost * and cold of the preceding winter, 
when the earth was frozen to the depth of 
five or six feet ; so that it was not entirely 
thawed in the beginning of the month of 
July, even in the neighborhood of the fire. 

The loss sustained in this district by the 
destruction of the ground which used to 
produce the Sea Lyme-grass (Elymus are^ 
narius) is the more deeply felt, since this 
plant has become an article of consequence 
among the inhabitants. The flour it yields 
is considered to be finer in quality and more 
nutritive than any which i^ imported ^ ; so 
that, although the drying and preparing of 

* In the winter of l7^y the thermometer ■ upon 
R6auihur*s scale varied from ten to twenty degrees of 
cold> and at Skalhoit^ Bishop Finsen once remarked 
Reaumur's thermometer at twenty-one degrees below 
the point of congelation. The excessive severity of 
that season continued till the end of the month of 
April. 

t See Olafsen and PoveUen's Traveh in Iceland. § 810. 
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the grain are but imperfectly understood in 
this district, it was nevertheless in so ge* 
oerad use, diat little or no other corn was 
bought at the trading towns. There are, 
hiHvever, notwithstanding the general cala- 
mity, some few of these grounds still re* 
maining uninjured, and these, so early as 
the latter end of the month of July last 
year^ appeared in a most flourishing state; 
for the remark, already made as to grass 
in general, holds good also with the Elymus 
arenariusy that volcanic ashes are its best 
manure. 

In the district of Western Skaptefield, 
and especially at Siden, the Hvannarot (the 
root of Angelica Archangelica), the Hdl* 
tarot, or Hdrdasoe (the root 'of Silene 
acaulis), and the Gelldingarot (the root 
of Statke Armeria)^ have also been used 
by the inhabitants as common articles of 
food, particularly in the spring, or in seasons 
of scarcity. They are also not unacquainted 
with the means of preserving their stock of 
Angelica root, which they gather in the 
autumn, and secure during the winter, by 
burying it. a sufficient depth in the earth to 
be out of the reach of the frost, or by laying 



22S APPENP»« C. 

it in dry saod^ from which they take a part 
as it is wanted fer.use^ and eat it witii 
butter. The other kinds of roots are ge* 
nerally dug up in the springs and^ as soon 
as freed from the soil^ are eaten either raw, 
or boiled in water with a little milk. In 
the summer season a quantity of the Lichen 
islandicus (called in the Icelandic language, 
Mallagrosjy is likewise collected from the 
rocks for winter use: but imm6diatel}i^fter 
the bursting out of the fire, in the year 
1783, this pialit, so important to the in* 
habitants, was, together with those b^CM« 
mentioned, which grew in great abundance 
in Sidumannna-afrett, buried under an im* 
men^ covering of volcanic ashes, and coarse 
sand. Even to the present day the natives 
have to regret, in all parts of the country, 
that this Lichen, so valuable to the farmer, 
has not yet recovered itself. 

§ XXXII. 

Effect on animals. In conscquencc of the de- 
ficieney in the pastures, and particularly, of 
the poisoned state of the herbage, a great 
mortality naturally ensued among the cattle. 
In the district of West Skaptefield, where the 
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fields were entirely covered with the in* 
fectioas sand, ashes, and sulphur, mixed into^ 
a -pasty consistency by the heavy rains; 
where the showers of red-hot stones and 
pumice had totally destroyed the face of 
vegetation; where a stinking ahd sufibcating 
smoke, accompanied by tempests, continual 
lightnings, thunder, and noises in the air^ 
heavy subterraneous reports and dreadful 
shocks of earthqu|ikes, obscured the at mo* 
sphere; where a terrific stream of fire, a 
melted mass of lava, had urged its impetuous 
course; in short, where all the most fearful 
phaenomena in nature had concentrated 
themselves, as it were, in one spot, it was 
common to see the animals running about 
the pastures as if in a state of madness ; and I 
am credibly informed, that many of them, 
unable to find food, or ev^n shelter to defend 
themselves from the surrounding horrors, 
in a fit of^ desperation, plunged into the fire. 
The cows were in many instances secured 
and fed in stalls, but^ the sheep and horses 
were dispersed in such a manner, that 
scarcely half of the original number could 
again be collected. All the quadrupeds of 
the island had thriven wonderfully, and 
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gained strength^ diiring the Ipild winter and 
befiutifal spring of 1783^ but this did not 
prevent them froip dying off in oonsiden^ble 
numbers^ during the we^k or fortnight 
iipmediat^ly subsequent to the eruption^ 
with inflan)niatory diseases caused by the 
poisonous, quahty of the food* Such was 
particularly the ci^se with the sheep, of 
which, in the district of Skaptefield, it was 
remarked that, whereas in Iceland they 
generally walk facing the wind, they now 
regularly turned away from it; naturally 
anxious to avpid the strong sqlpl^ureous 
smell, which the infected breezes brought 
along with them- As the cold, too, at a 
distance from the fire, was unusually piercing, 
t^hey instinctively approached the current of 
lava, by which ms^ny of them were ovjer- 
whelmed and destroyed, in spite of all the 
exertions that were made to save them. Nor 
vfas the situation of the cows and horses 
much better; for, although the disease was 
to them not equally fatal, yet they became 
excessively lean, and, even in the best season 
of the year, the cows gave scarcely any milk. 
It was the same beyond the West Skaptefield 
district, and, indeed, nearly throughout thft 
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the whole island. It was still fartheir re- 
marked in diflferent parts of Iceland^ during 
the summer of 1783, that the sheep, in 
direct opposition: to the experience of the 
inhabitants, and to the supposed natural 
propensity of the animals themselves, avoided 
the dry eletated places, and even the heaths 
and commons, which most abounded in rich 
grass ; and, as soon as tbey were driven up 
to the heights, snufied' at the earth and 
searched among, the grass, but without 
tasting it: then immediately turning round, 
ran to the morasses and wet places. The 
cause of this I attribute to the circumstance 
of the ashes and sulphureous dust having 
had a more permanent influence upon the 
elevated pasturage, than upon the herbage in 
moist and low situations, where a poportion 
of the ashes and sand must have sunk into 
the water, and where, besides, the grass, 
when rain fell, must have been much pu- 
rified and refreshed. It may possibly be 
objected to this, that the rain would naturally 
also produce the same beneficial efifects in 
the higher grounds ; but it is on the other 
hand to be remarked that the grass and 
herbage on heaths and commons, where 
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sheep principally delight to go, is small and 
short. Consequently, as often as a heavy 
rain fell upon the ashes and sulphureous 
dust here collected, these were converted 
into a kind of paste whicli could not pene- 
trate the soil ; so that all vegetation was co« 
vered with it : whereas, in the morasses, this 
paste was gradually dissolved in the watery 
soil, and, as the grass in such situations ge- 
nerally rises to a considerable height, the 
mixture of ashes only afiected the lower part 
of it. This I therefore consider to be the 
cause why the sheep, during the summer of 
1783, uniformly sought the moist places; 
and it may farther be added, that they there 
in some degree found a shelter from the 
penetrating cold and frequent tempests^ 
which are much more prevalent in the hilly 
country than down in the vallies. 

In addition to the inflammatory disease 
just mentioned as so fatal to the sheep: so 
early as the commencement of autumn, 17 ^^9 
when they were collected from the bills, 
several of them were found to be attacked 
with a distemper hidserto unknown to the 
natives. The poor animals could neither 
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walk nor stand : their teeth were loose, so a^ 
to prevent them from cheWing their food : 
their cheeks were full of swellings ; and thei^ 
joints were contracted. Towards Christmas 
the sickness began to shew itself in a still 
greater degree, even among the stall-fed 
sheep, and also among the homed cattle, 
which rendered it necessary for them to be 
skngfatered. Many, however, fell victims 
to the distemper much sooner than was 
expected, when the disease attacked them 
internally. Thus it was often found that 
the heart, liver, lungs, and kidnies of these 
miserable animals were covered on all sides 
with boils and ulcers : they were in some 
cases much swollen, in others quite de* 
atroyed and hollowed out : one of the kid- 
nies was frequently considerably distended, 
while the other was proportionably shrivelled. 
The jaw-bones were perforated, as if they 
had been bored with an instrumentj and the 
ribs were knit together in a most extra* 
ordinary manner. The bones were reduced 
to a substance resembling gristle, and even 
the hardest became at the joints so tender, 
that they might easily be separated from 
each other. When the entrails, that had 
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been diseased^ were boiled, tbey shrivelled 
very remarkably, and, if merely rubbed 
between the fingers^ turned at once to 
powder. Of these particulars I was an eye- 
witness ; for, when we arrived in Iceland, in 
the middle of the month of April, 1784^ 
this plague was in its full vigor, and I can 
with truth assert, that the greater number of 
the cattle then alive on the island fell vie* 
tims to the distemper during my stay there. 
Having said thus much concerning the sick- 
ness of the quadrupeds, I will only add^ 
that it has been generally more destructive 
among the sheep than the horned cattle, and 
that there are some parishes, amongst which 
are Muhle and Rangervalle^ and others in the 
west country, where the latter have been 
comparatively but little afiected. 

According to information that we have 
received, the disorder has in some degiee 
made its appearance in the districts of 
Guldbringue and Kiose^ and likewise in va- 
rious places in the west country; but still 
its greatest ravages have been in Skaptefield^ 
Aarnes, Borgeflorde^ Myre, and Hnappedal, 
and, indeed^ through the whole of the 
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north of the island. From the east no 
intelligence has yet been received of its 
having broken out there. ' In some horses, 
which I had the opportunity of seeing 
during my journey to the place of the 
eruption^ the distemper exhibited the same 
external appearances as in the other cattle; 
but the teeth in those that I examined were 
not yet become loose. It was a melancholy 
sight to see the miserable and deplorable 
state to which these poor creatures were 
reduced. In one instance, in particular, 
it was really astonishing how the wretched 
animal could walk, or even stand upon its 
legs, and yet its owners, in the confusion 
and distress, occasioned by their flight from 
the spot, were under the necessity of laying 
a burthen upon it. No striking external 
marks of the disorder were perceptible among 
the horses, out of the district of Skaptefield, 
but it has nevertheless prevailed there, if not 
as the sole cause, yet certainly in union with 
others, to produce a general destruction both 
among them and the horned cattle: many 
having died suddenly, when they had a 
pl^^ful supply of hay; others when in pas- 
tures where there was a sufficiency of grass^ 
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of which they were never deprived either by 
ice or snow. To our utter astonishment^ 
we saw horses in the most miserable state of 
leanness^ in the richest meadows^ and even 
actually starved to death, having preferred 
eating substances the most injurious, such 
as the wood of houses, the hair from eadi 
other's coats, or whatever else was within their 
reach, rather than touch the grass of last 
year's crop, still remaining in the pastures. 
This appears to me to be a sufficient proof 
of the poisonous state of the herbage, during 
the year 1/83; and, although the circum* 
stance has not yet been investigated, I am 
iiilly convinced that the entrails of the 
horses, have been equally, with those of 
other animals, infected with the distemper. 
The few inhabitants, who had still left 
them some of the old hay, of the year 1782, 
preserved their cattle in^ a healthy and good 
condition ; but even here, when the new hay 
came into use, the disease began to appear 
among them. 

I have farther to remark, that, during 
the last summer, several of the younger 
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beasts were recovered by feeding upon the 
new grass. 

It might seem contradictory, Were I here 
to assert, that the whole destruction among 
the cattle is to be considered merely as an 
effect of the volcanic eruption; because I 
have before stated, that, in certain districts, 
which were within the operation of the fire, 
no particular distemper has yet made its 
appearance. I must, nevertheless, still main« 
tain my opinion, that the fire has mostly 
contributed towards it: since this was, beyond 
a doubt, the cause of the unwholesome air 
and frequent tempests, as well as of the 
feilure of the crops of grass and hay, in the 
summer of 1783. 

The cattle had, at the close of that season, 
become remarkably lean, and consequently, 
were rendered unfit to withstand the rigors 
<^ the ensuing winter, one of the most 
severe hitherto known. The inhabitants had 
not, by ajiy means, a sufficiency of provender 
for theip ; nor were they aware, at first, of 
the unwholesome and poisonous quality of 
that which they did possess. It may be 
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easily impposed^ that tiie inclemency of thtf 
weather greatly contributed to the de- 
struction, although the fire itself was the 
principal and original cause of it. 

The extent of the injury which Iceland 
has suffered by the loss of her cattle it is 
impossible iat present accurately to ascertain ; 
as no correct statement has hitherto been 
made of what have died^ or of what are 
still remaining. I annex^ however, the fol- 
lowing table, which is extracted from official 
information, and from lists that have been 
transmitted to the Royal Treasury, by the 
proper officers, merely for the purpose pf 
specifying, though in a general way, a 
part of the destruction. This table, not- 
withstanding its imperfections, inasmuch 
as it does not extend to the whole country, 
and is besides too vague, and not sufficiently 
explicit in particulars for some of the 
districts, nevertheless, proves that, as Ranger- 
valle, Skagefiord, and Borgefiord, had, in 
proportion to their size and population, the 
greatest quantity of cattle and sheep, of all 
the districts therein specified, so they have 
also sustained the greatest loss, and thence 
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a similar inference may be drawn as to the 
parts unnoticed. According to the infor^ 
■nation that we have obtained^ the northern 
districts have not suffered less than the rest^ 
and their present deplorable condition may 
be put on a parallel with that of Western 
Skaptefield. 

§ XXXIII. 

Effects upon the That the cruptiou had like- 
human frame. ^^^ ^ powerful effect on the 

human frame is certain, and is the less to be 
wondered at, as the unwholesome and pesti- 
lential air operating together with the noxious 
water and food, and with the want and di- 
stress occasioned by the destruction of the 
cattle, must naturally be productive of sick- 
ness and distempers. Diseases of the most 
inveterate kinds, in the form of scurvy, 
broke out in sundry places, and those even 
far distant from the fire : as, for instance, 
iq the districts of Guldbringue, Borgefiord, 
and Myhre, especially in the first. The 
district of West Skaptefield was, however, 
the chief seat of this distemper; and in 
only six parishes there, no less than one 
hundred and fifty persons were carried off 
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between the commenceaient of the new year 
and the month of June following ; but some 
of these perished by famine. The same 
symptoms shewed themselves^ in this 
disorder, in the human race, as among 
the cattle. The feet, thighs, hips, arms, 
throat, and head, were most dreadfully 
swelled, especially about the ankles, the 
knees, and the various joints, which last, 
as well as the ribs, were contracted. The 
sinews, too, were drawn up, with painful 
cramps, so that the wretched suf&rers 
became crooked, and had an appearance 
the most pitiable. In addition to this, 
they were oppressed with pains across the 
breast and loins; their teeth became loose, 
and were covered with the swollen gums, 
which at length mortified, and fell off in 
large pieces of a black or sometimes dark 
blue color. Disgusting sores were formed 
in the palate and throat, and not uncom- 
monly at the extremity of the disease, the 
tongue rotted entirely out of the mouth. 
This, dreadful, though, apparently, not very 
infectious, distemper, prevailed in almost 
every farm in the vicinity of the fire dur- 
ing the winter and spring; but, happily. 
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its extreme horrors were confined to the 
district of West Skaptefield^ beyond which 
it was attended with less melancholy con- 
sequences. Many of the unfortunate in* 
habitants^ who resided in the vicinity of the 
place of eruption^ and who could not pro- 
cure either medicine or assistance^ were 
starved to death ; from an utter incapability 
of swallowing during the prevalence of 
the disorder any portion 6f food^ even if 
they could obtain it^ which was not often 
the case. On the farm of Nupstad, in the 
Fliotshverfet, which was the only one of 
all that remained inhabited^ till the spring 
of 1784^ the distemper attacked every in- 
dividual among the inhabitants^ not leaving 
a single person in health to assist and 
comfort the sick with the necessaiy at- 
tendance. Report goes even so far as to 
state^ that several persons had been lying 
dead in their houses for a considerable 
time^ before any intelligence of their decease 
could reach Siden^ the nearest station ; and 
that the information 'was at length conveyed 
by some travellers from the east country^ 
who accidently stopped at Nupstad^ and there 

VOL itt R 
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heard from the few survivors of the distress^ 
ing situation of the district* Both there^ 
and at Horgsland^ and^ indeed^ at some! 
other places, it was necessary to burn the 
bodies upon the spot ; since there were no 
horses left, and but few persons who were 
able to convey the deceased to the church. 
I ought indeed to add, that the circum- 
stance of the earth being frozen to a con- 
siderable depth, as well during the winter 
as the spring of 17^4, made a measure of 
this kind the more indispensible ; the few 
that were free from disease being so en- 
feebled by hunger, that they had by no. 
mc^ans strength sufficient to break up the 
indurated ground, and open graves for so 
great a number of bodies as now required 
interment. As often, therefore, as burial 
was at all resorted to, six, seven, eighty 
and even ten bodies were placed in one 
grave, and, for the sake of sparing exertions 
that they were little able to encounter, this 
was frequently so shallow as barely to al- 
low a covejing of earth above the lid of 
the coffin; That the air> from such a mode 
of interment, must soon become corrupted 
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and dangerous for the human race^ especi- 
ally in the summer season, is a fact that 
speaks for itself. 

tt is necessary for me here to remark, 
that the disorder principally attacked those 
who had previously suffered from want and 
hunger, and who had protracted a misera* 
ble existence by eating the flesh of such 
animals (not even excepting horses) as had 
died of the same distemper *, and by having 
recourse to boiled skins and other most 
unwholesome dnd indigestible food. From 
respect to my readers I forbear to enume- 
rate a variety of other things, which, as 
articles of food, were in an equal or greater 
degree nauseous and disgusting, and which, 
were I to detail them, would serve to show 
what shocking expedients the extreme crav- 
ings of appetite will drive men to have 
recourse to, and how that it is possible to 
convert almost every thing to food. 

* I have been assureil^ in the district of Skaptefield, 
that the flesh and milk of sick animals had a remark* 
ably unpleasant taste, and that, in particular^ the milk 
was of an unusually dark and yellow color. 
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Some of the inhabitants, during the whole 
course of the winter, had not the least mor- 
sel of any kind of fresh or wholesome vic- 
tuals, nor were they able to procure any 
other bever^ethan the water, which had been 
corrupted by the mixture of ashes and 
sulphur-dust. It was not all, however, even 
in this case, who died, but some recovered 
after having, in the course of the following 
summer, had a fresh supply of cows, and 
some provisions conveyed to them from the 
sea-coast, and after the pastures once more 
afforded them their wonted supply, being 
again covered with good grass and herbage, 
among which last were the various kinds 
of sorrel {Rumex Acetosa and other species) 
and the dandelion (Leontodon Taraxacum)^ 
of which the natives made spoon-nteat. 

In my endeavors to ascertain the nature 
and origin of this distemper, I have not 
relied solely on my own judgment, but 
have solicited information on the subject 
from my valuable friend, our learned Pro- 
fessor, Kratzenstein, who deduces it from 
the same causes, and classes it with the 
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same disorders^ as Professor Callisen, to 
whose goodness I am indebted for the fol- 
lowing remarks : 

^^The epidemic distemper^ which brc^e 
out in Iceland in the vicinity of the vol- 
canic eruption^ appears to me, from all its 
attendant symptoms, to be entirely of a 
scorbutic and putrid nature, and exactly 
corresponding with the appearances which 
I have observed to accompany the highest 
degree of scurvy in cold climates. It un- 
doubtedly owes its origin to bad provisions 
and water, and to the deprivations to which 
the unhappy inhabitants of the district were 
subjected* It is therefore most natural to 
suppose, and experience confiroMfthe sup- 
position, that no other remedy or relief 
could be found for these wretched people 
but a meliorated diet of fresh vegetables 
and firesh animal food.*' 

§ XXXIV. 

GoKjiaicon. I'he volcanic eruption having 
sequences, jj^^^g y^^^ productivc of devas- 
tation and sickness, both among man and 
beast, a great famine and unexampled mi* 
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sery throughout the country^ naturally eiv 
sued. The peasant^ who^ with the loss of 
his cattle^ was likewise deprived of his sole 
means of subsistence, and pf the best and 
most valuable part of his prc^rty, had no- 
rthing else (after having eaten the animals 
that died by famine and sickness) where- 
with to satisfy the painful cravings of 
hunger, but skins and old hides, which 
he then boiled and devoured. Many, driven 
to the last extremity, have killed the. few 
healthy cattle and sheep that still remained, 
and afterwards, when these were consumed, 
wandered with their whole families down to 
the sea-side, where they have become an 
intolerable burthen and source of impoverish- 
ment to the inhabitants of the coasts At 
the same time, too, that the uplands are 
become desolate, the condition of the in- 
habitant of the coasts is so much the more 
pitiable ; as he can no longer continue his 
laborious toil through storms and frosts, with 
vigor and energy, unable as he is, to ob- 
tain the smallest quantity of butter or other 
strengthening articles of food to add to his 
present wretched fare ; and being reduced to 
water, too, as his only drink; siiice whey. 
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which was his usual beverage^ is denied 
him. All this^ as is known by long and 
sad iexperience in Iceland, renders the fisher- 
men weak and disspirited^ and unfits them 
for their ordinary occupations: thus, each 
hanging on each, the misery that began 
with one runs through all. The want of 
skins for sea-dothing will likewise fdr some 
years be a great obstacle to the carrying 
on of the fisheries with advantage ; for 
although^ since the mortality among the 
cattle, there is so great a quantity of hides, 
in the country that they are considered as 
scarcely of any value, yet it is a well- 
known fact that those of animals which 
have died of hunger are in general unfit 
for use, and these, therefore, will neither 
answer the purpose of making coats or 
even of being manufactured into the shoes 
' in use in the country. 

The loss of the horned cattle and sheep 
was very severely felt by the Icelanders, 
but that of the horses was equally so, espe- 
cially by* the inhabitants of the interior of 
the country, who thus found themselves d^ 
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prived of their last resource^ the means of 
having provisions and other necessaries con* 
veyed from the coast^ through long and te- 
dious roads. Nay^ many who are totally 
destitute of horses are under the necessity 
of carrying every load of hay into the out^ 
houses upon their own backs, and frequently 
from a very considerable distance. Nor is 
there any . prospect of these invaluable ani* 
mals being soon replaced. 

In the district of West Skaptefield, where 
a great proportion of the people had no- 
thing, during the whole of the winter of 
1784, but the most unwholesome food, and 
consequently became subject to the disor- 
ders which have just been described, num-* 
bers of people necessarily perished, and, 
out of seventy families that dwelt nearest 
to the fire and forsook their homes, not 
more than one half are still remaining in 
the district, the other thirty-five having 
'fled to other districts, where a few of them 
have continued, while a part wandered 
about the country, and the rest are dead. 
It is now fully ascertained that the farms 
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already bumt^ damaged^ or destroyed^ were^ at 
the commencement of the fire^ inhabited by 
four hundred and nine persons in the whole. 

With the exception of the district of 
Western Skaptefield^ it does not appear 
that any part of the island has sufiered so 
much as Tingoe> in the northern district^ 
where a great mortality happened both 
among men and cattle, insomuch that (ac- 
cording to statements transmitted to the 
Royal Treasury) seven hundred persons 
lost their lives by famine and want. One 
hundred also have perished in Skagefiord, 
and three hundred and fifty-five in Oefiord* 
In the parish of Norder-Muhle more than 
one hundred died last year of the same 
disorder; and, if we calculate the number 
of those that have died in the district of 
West Skaptefield only at forty-flve, the 
whole amount of those that have lost 
their lives by famine (of whom lists have 
been sent in) will be thirteen hundred. 
The general distress in the northern coun- 
try has been exceedingly great, as it has 
also been in Borgefiord and Myrer, in the 
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southern and western districts. It is, how^ 
ever, much to be dreaded th^t a still 
greater famine and mortality have visited 
the country, or at least particular parts of 
it, during the last winter, that of 1785, 
when it was scarcely in the power of man 
to alleviate the calamity *. 

§ XXXV. 

The prevalence of violent earthquakes, 
as well as of the fire itself, and the extra- 
ordinary destruction occasioned by these in 
the district of West Skaptefield, are cir- 
cumstances which are rendered sufficiently 
apparent in Fliotshverfet by the great 
chasms in the earth, which are there par- 
ticularly abundant. It has been before re- 
marked (^ IX.) that earthquakes were more 
violent before the fire broke out, but that 
from the period of the eruption they gra- 
dually subsided; so that in the year 1784 
the shocks were weak and scarcely per- 

* The total number of persons that have perished in 
Iceland^ in consequence of the volcanic eruption^^ 
amounted^ as the Etatsroed himself has assured ipe| 
to nine thousand* H, 
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ceptible^ excepting only for two days be* 
fore I left the country^ the 14th and l6th 
of August. It was in the afternoon of the 
former day^ between four and five o'clock^ 
th^j; the whole house at Inderholme, in the 
district of Borgefiord (where I was then 
staying) began to trenable ; and^ as we ex<^ 
.pected nothing else than that it would in* 
stantly fall in^ we naturally ran out. When 
I looked up to the steep mountain^ called 
Akraflel, to the northward of the farm-house, 
I perceived its whole . south side ob- 
scured by a vast body of smoke, arising 
from the fragments of rock which were 
continually failing. In another place, a 
little below the farm-house, large masses 
were broken off a lofty ridge of rock that 
rose li|Mr the sea; yet, thanks to. God, 
t|i^'' Was no damage done at this place. 
On riie following night several slight agita- 
tions were pecceptible both to myself and 
ptber people then in the farm-house, suffi- 
cient indeed to rouse me from my sleep, 
though not to cause any serious alarm ; 
hut oq the l6th we had again a long and 
dreadful shock, almost as heavy as the for? 
Wer had been. 
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This earthquake was most violently felt 
in the district of Aarnes, and has there 
also caused the greatest destruction, espe- 
cially in the diocese of Skalholt, where, 
excepting the cathedral, only two small 
buildings are reported to have escaped with^ 
out damage^ All the rest, and among 
them the houses belonging to the collie, 
were either entirely thrown down or materi- 
ally injured. Some persons, who were buried 
in tiie ruins, were happily immediately dug out 
without having sustained any injury. The 
bishop, Mr. Finsen, and his lady, who, 
together with the rest of the inhabitants 
belonging to the episcopal residence, had 
long been obliged to lie under tents, in 
consequence of the constant succeission of 
rain and tempestuous weather, were now 
reduced to the necessity of taking flight 
with their whole family ; it being impossi- 
ble to rebuild their palace before the win- 
ter came on. The timbers, in falling in, 
had broken, and were rendered unfit for 
use; nor were any horses to be procured 
for the fatiguing task of conveying fresh 
beams from the mercantile towns, situated 
at a distance. . 



♦ 
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The whole of the hoijses belonging to 
the Episcopal See of Skalholt having been 
in this manner destroyed^ the University was 
necessarily neglected during the following 
winter. In the parish of Skeide^ in the 
district of Aarnes^ we are informed that 
all the farm--houses^ two only excepted^ had 
fallen to the ground, and that three persons 
in this district had lost their lives by the 
earthquakes. Besides which, these destruc- 
tive earthquakes had every where caused 
great mischief, not only in this district, 
but also in the western part of Range- 
valle, and, according to accounts that have 
been received, have damaged two hundred 
and fifty farm-houses on the estate belonging 
to the Bishopric of Skalholt, besides eleven 
churches, and have totally thrown down 
six other churches. On the other hand, 
both in the eastern district, and likewise at ^ 
Vestmannoe *, .as well as over the whole 

* According to Mr. Sysselman Sivertsen's informa- 
iion, transmitted to the Royal Treasury^ at the first 
shock which took place on the 14th of Augast^ large 
rocks were torn from the mountains^ and fell down on 
Vestmannoe^ which was covered with smoke from the 
base to the summit : and^ as the smoke arose from 
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of the south country^ although they have 
been very perceptible^ yet they have no* 
caused any great devastation. How far 
they may at the same time have been felt 
with any violence in the district of Skapte- 
iield is not yet known heret thus much 
only we can say with certainty, that some 
slight shocks had been perceived in the 
beginning of the month of August^ at which 
time, the smoke appeared to have gathered 
strength in the wild and mountainous dis- 
tricts to the northward of Siden. 

I am well aware that many people may 
be led to conjecture that these earthquakes 
must have proceeded from great revolutions 
in the bowels of the earth, or even possibly 
from the circumstance of new eruptions hav- 
ing taken place in the vicinity of the for- 

several places at once^ it was natural for the neigh- 
boring peasantry to be in great apprehension of more 
general destruction } but^ nevertheless^ no other re- 
markable damage appears to have been sustained 
than that of the largest and most valuable part of the 
Bird'mountain (a hill of the greatest value to the in- 
habitants)^ having been cleft and thrown down> and 
consequently rendered unserviceable for lodging the 
nests of the sea-fowl in future. 
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met fire^ and therefore must in that district 
hate caused the greatest destruction. But^ 
for my own part^ I should rather be tempt- 
ed to believe that^ as these latter shocks 
were most violent in the district of Aarnes^^ 
weaker in RangeValle and other southern 
districts, and. so slight as to be scarcely per- 
ceptible either in the northern or the western 
parts of the island^ that they owed their 
origin to some internal commotion in the 
earth, in the vicinity of Hecla ; if they are 
not (which God forbid) a prelude to an 
eruption of the mountain itself. 

It has also been shewn, that the annals of 
Iceland cannot produce an instance of an 
earthquake equally destructive as that just 
mentioned, which, exclusively of its having 
in a manner destroyed whole parishes and 
districts, has also reduced many of the in- 
habitants of the district of Aarnes to the 
most deplorable state, as the small stock of 
meat, and particularly of the common ar- 
ticles of food, such as butter, &c., which 
they had with the greatest difficulty secured 
during the preceding summer, were by this 
deplorable calamity spoiled by being buried 
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• 

under the ruias of the habitations:* but 
above all it is to be lamented that this 
misfortune should take place just at the 
season of hay-making. The want of horses^ 
too, is a circumstance very distressing to the 
country in general^ and to the places de- 
stroyed by the earthquakes in particular^ 
since^ as observed above^ without the assist- 
ance of these animals^ the inhabitants can 
neither procure the timber necessary for 
building, nor any supply of provisions from 
the sea coast. It is therefore much to be 
feared that several of the ferm-houses that 
are damaged must, for the present^ remain 
uninhabited ; especially as the hay has been 
almost entirely destroyed by this sudden 
misfortune, and by the long continuance 
of rainy weather following almost immedi- 
ately upon it. 

A consequence of these severe earthquakes 
has been, that the face of the country appears 
to be heaved up in the form of billows, and 
during the continuance of the shock it look- 
ed as if covered with a dark cloud of dust. 
AH, waters^ as well the flowing as the stag- 
nant ones^ were sensibly disturbed and be- 
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came white as milk ; but the rivers them- 
selves resembled the most furious milU 
sfreams. Many Hverar, or boiiing-^pring^ 
and other brooks and pools- were dried up^ 
though some of these after a while again 
mad^ their appearance in fresh places. Th6 

• _ 

hot-sptings about the Geyser> and above all 
thtf Geyser itself spouted out its torrents with 
a fury never before witnessed^ and the same 
was also ,the case with the springs of this 
kind about Skalholt. It is very remarkable 
.that^ in the veiy pla<^e where I bored into 
the ground between these spots last year^ 
tjiere has spi^ng up, according to Bishop 
Finsen^s account, dated the 14th of August 
following, a fresh fountain of boiling water. 

We are also iirfbrmed that the pastures in 
the district of Aarnes had, by these shocks 
in the ground, sufiered such convulsions, 
that all the moss growing * in damp places 
was forced out of the soil, and lay so thick 
upon the grass that scarcely any more hay 
could be cut ; whilst in bard and dry 
places great cracks and apertures, nay, in 
some"* spot^, even deep holes were formed in 
the earth. 

VOL. II. s 
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§ XXXVI. 

AnewiskndiriHiig !«» conclusioii I liave .to 

from the tea. j^jj ^^^ f^^ ^ wholc month 

previous to the volcanic eruption in the 
district of West Skaptefield, in 1783, a. great 
fire was seen arising from the sea off the 
south-west coast of Iceland^ and this was 
rendered visible to mariners, at the distance 
of six or eight Danish miles, by the vast 
body of smoke that proceeded from it. The 
sea around for twenty or thirty Danish miles 
was filled with pumice-stones to such a de- 
gree that they were no snuU obstruction to 
the progress of shipping. Of these pumice- 
stoiies, which were driven upon the southern 
coa%t in great quantity and in dijOferent 
places, I myself have found several here 
and there at Akranes, in the district of Bor* 
gefiord, and principally at Inderholme. But 
this is not all ; for, by the force of the sub- 
terraneous fire, a new island has arisen from 
the sea, which was seen throwing out a vast 
quantity of fire by some mariners on their 
passing this coast early in the month of May, 
1733. By the nearest estimate they could 
make, this island lay in about 63>^ 20'^ of 
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north latitude, and in about 354^ 20^' of 
longitude^ at the distance of seven or eight 
Danish miles south-west by the true com- 
pass from the outermost of the Fugle-skiers 
off Reikanes. Masters of vessels^ who have 
sailed very close to this island^ do not agree 
in their reports concerning its extent^ some 
of them having calculated it at one mile in 
circumference, whereas others have described 
it as being only one-third of a mile or very 
little more. The island * is stated to con- 
sist of high rocks, in the rifts of which in 
two or three diiSerent places was burning 
a strong fire, which at intervals, as it burst 
forth, threw up a considerable quantity of 
pumice-stones. 

At about one and one-third Danish miles 
by the compass from this place a sunken 
rock •f' lyas also discovered, over which the 



* By later accounts we learn tliat this island was in 
the coarse of a twelvemonth reduced to a sunken rock, 
extremely dangerous to navigators. It is mentioned 
at p. 8 of this Journal. H. 

t As I have not in any other work met with informa- 
tion respecting this sunken rock^ it seems to me not 
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sea broke very heavily. By soundings taken 

when near the island it was ascertained that, 

.J 

at the depth of forty-two fathoms, the 
ground consisted of a kind of calcined stone- 
dust, which shone like pit-coal. At one 
place they had more than one hundred fa- 
thorn of water, when only at the distance 
of half-a-mile e. n. e. from the island. 

This island, to which His Royal Majesty, 
has been graciously pleased to bestow the 
name of Nype (New Island) has not been, 
seen this year by mariners : and thou^ the 
ships in which Mr. Levetzen, Mr. Bulow. 
and myself went to the country and returned, 
to Copenhs^n, had express orders to search 
for it, we were still unable to discover it ; 
notwithstanding that during our outward 
bound passage we continued cruising back- 
wards and forwards for a long time in the 
latitude where we might expect to iall in 
with it. So that, if I may be permitted 
to draw any conclusion from this circum- 
stance, it would be this : that Nyoe has sunk 

unlikely that it is only the remains of the island just 
before described^ which^ as will hereafter be mentioned^ 
is now scarcely to be seen at high water. S. 



oi*- 
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into the sea in the same manner as it rose a 
year ago." 



While engaged in preparing this part of 
my work for the ^ press^ Sir Joseph Banks 
has been kind enough to send me a valuable 
Danish publiclit)on gn the coasts and harbors 
of Iceland. It w^s printed at Copenhagen^ 
17889 and is ebt&led Beshrivelse over den 
Islandske K^st og alk Havne fra Fugle^ 
sMasrene og til > StikJcelsholm i Bredebug^ 
ten med ForklariAg over deres Indseiling^ 
ved P. de L5wen5rn. From this I shall ex- 
tract not only that part which concerns the 
New Island^ mentioned by Mr. Stephensen 
in the b^inning of the last section of his 
pamphlet^ but also that which relates to the 
whole of the Fugle-Skiaerene, as I consider 
{he account of them too interesting, and the 
nautical information relative to them too 
important, to allow either of these to be 
omitted* 

*^ From Cape Reykenes five single rocks^ 
rising above the water, stretch out to the 
8. w, by w., by the true compass, and s^^ 
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called Fugle-Skiaerene (or the Bird^rocks)* 
The one which is nearest the land^ and lies, 
close under Reykanes, is called Carls-klippe : 
it is very dark^ and has much the appearance 
of a church with pointed steeples* The 
distance between this and the second rock^ 
called Eld-£y * (or the Flour-bag), is one 
and a half Danish miles. Between these 
islands is the best channel and that which is 
most generally used. One may likewise pass 
between the other Fugle-Skiaers, if there is 
a tolerably fresh breeze ;- but the sea breaks 
very heavily, especially in spring tides, and 
may cause broken seas and put the vessel to 
great danger. 



* Eld-Ey, or lid Oe, The Icelanders call these rocks 
by the genei^ appellation of El'Byranne, or Bd-oeme 
(Fire islands)^ probably thereby intending to intimate 
that they have formerly been volcanoes^ and have been 
produced by revolutions similar to those that have 
happened in the East Indies, in the Archipelago, at Si- 
cily, and many other places, and very lately in Iceland 
1783, with the BUnde Fiigle-Skiar, as it is called; 
which, although it afterwards sank again and there* 
fore justly bears the name of the Blinde Skiisr (that 
is, sunken rock), may probably by some future con- 
vulsion again raise itself high above the water. More 
will presently be said concerning this Blinde Fugk' 
Skiar, 
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If opportunity offers I should always con- 
sider it safest to go between Carls-*klippe and 
the Flour-bag, whether in coming from the 
eastward to the western harbors in Iceland, 
or in going from Iceland to the southward ; 
both because the course is shorter and there 
are more certain sea marks. When clear of 
the Fugle-Skiaers, you must be on your 
guard, more especially if you turn to wind- 
ward, against a dangerous sunken rock, 
called thef Blinde J'ugle-Skiaer, of which I 

• * 

shall immediajtely have occasion to make 
mention* 

1 have laid down the Fugle-Skiaerene, 
with regard to their situation between them- 
selves and from Beikanes,^. according to ^ 
Minor's description, with a few inconsidera^ 
ble corrections from M. de Verdun's observa- 
tions, and from a great number of bearings 
which I had the opportunity of taking, both 
when going to Iceland and on my return. 

The outermost of the Fugle-Skiaers, 

which is called in the Icelandic language^^ 

Giet Fugla-Skieerdrange, and by Minor, 

, Orenadeer-Huefi (the Grenadier's-cap), lies. 



964 APPJBKDIX. C. 

as nearly as ean be as^ertauied by beanrngs 
takea from the sea^ Qvie and three-quarters 
Danish miles s. w. by w. by the true com- 
pass from the point of Reikanes, and con- 
sequently in 63^ 44' 40^^ latitude and in 
the longitude of 2$ " 35' 40'. 

Lieutenant Grove has^ near this place, 
had an observation in the latitude of 63* 
44' 20'' and on my homeward voyage, in 
sailing past it^ I likewise had an observa- 
tion of latitude and longitude, which an- 
swered very correctly to it. It is t^ue th^ 
by my observation it lay a couple of minutes 
more to the southward in latitude, and the 
difference in longitude was likewise a cou:- 
rple of minutes, as it appeared to have beea 
laid down too far to th^ eastward : h^% \ 
have nevertheless left it unalter^ with 
regard to the distance it is found to be 
from Beikanes, which must otherwise be. 
corrected accordingly, It cannot be ex- 
pected that observations taken at sea should 
correspond to so great a nicety, e^peqiaUy 
as the weather was not very favorable ; but 
nevertheless^ I would not oufit making this 
remark* 
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. X>iiring the time that I remained at 
IIc4men$*Havn^ Lieutenant Grove went out 
with a vessel under his command^ for the 
purpose of navigating about that spot where 
the volcano ishtnd had made its appear- 
aiice, iu the year 17^3^ in order to disco- 
ver if it still existed, or if any vestiges of 
it mnained : hut he found nothing but 
that whidi is called the Blinde Fugle*- 



According to several very probable and 
well-founded suppositions, we have con- 
cluded that this /is precisely the same rode 
which, in the year bef<H^ mentioned, threw 
out fire, and cast up so much pumice-stone, 
that the navigating who passed the place 
founds the sea covered with it. So Icmg as 
it continued burning, it appeared above the 
water lilse a small island^ which, as we 
learn from the statemerrt* given by man- 
ncrs, who saw it that year, frequently al- 
tered it& appearance! a circumstance un* 
doubtedly occasianed by the lava and pu^ 
miee-stone issuing from it; though it is 
probable that these substaiM^es have not 
been able to fi^ themselves firmly, but 
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were washed away again by the sea break- 
ing heavily against them ; so that by these 
meitns the island that had started up^ dis- 
appeared and was not to be found the next 
year^ when orders were given to the oat- 
ward bound ships to look out for it The 
existence of thci Blinde Fugle-Skiger, indeed^ 
has been for some time known^ but its si- 
tuation has been so uncertain^ that many 
people have gone so far as to doubt whe- 
ther it actually existed, because they might 
often sail past, and even cruise about, with- 
out happening to see it. It is neverdieless 
extremely dangerous; and it is a nmst im-* 
portant matter to ascertain correctly where 
it lies, in order that we may be enabled to 
use the needful precaution in avoiding it 
At the' flow of the tide it is not visible^ 
unless there is a sea running sufficiently 
high to break over it, and even then it ia 
necessary to be very near to perceive it; 
but in the dark or in hazy weather it 
would probably not be possible to avoid 
it, should one be so unfortunate as to fall in 
with it. At low water, and when the sea is 
running ofl^ about a cablets length off it 
may be seen dry. The sea breaks for the 
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length of two cables. RoQtid about it) the 
depth of water increases rapidly^ and at the 
distance of from two to eight cables* length . 
from it^ the lead has shewn from twenty- 
six to forty fathoms, with small burnt 
stones resembling lava. 

Lieutenant Grove observed the course an4 
distance from thence to the Grenadier's 
Cap^ or ^the outermost Fugle-Skiser ; and 
when^ oil my return homeward, an oppor- 
tunity 'offered for me to sail through the 
channel, I took numerous bearings to the 
Grenadier's Cap> and thereby ascertained 
my distaQi*e from it as correctly 9s it can 
be done at sea. I theii shaped my course 
directly for the Blinde Fugle-^Ski^r ; kept 
the log going; steered with the utmost 
diligence; and found the Course from the 
outermost Fugle-nSkiaer to it, to be exactly 
the same as is laid down by Lieutenant 
Grove, 4jr* from the south to the west by 
the trye compass, and the distance just 
four Danish miles ; consequently, according 
to the situation of the Grenadier's Cap, it 
lies in 63" 33' 46' and 26' 2' 50'. 
With clear weather, and especially if on 
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bbard a tblerably lofty vess^l^ when be* 
tweeh the two^ this rock may be seen^ 6r 
the breakers upon it^ jitst at the tittie one 
gets sight of the outermost FugIe*Ski&r; 
but if the weather in in the least degrl^ 
hazy^ the vessel would be too fkr from the 
Fugle-Skiaer to enable a person to see it, 
so long as the Blifid« Fugle-Ski^r wa^ in 
sight. Wheh I approached the Biinde 
Fugle-^iaer I determined, accoiyHng to 
the dit'ections Lieutenant Groire had gitrei^ 
ine, to steer diriectly f(6fr it, and, although 
#e Consequently Ivere Cbntiniialty in ei« 
pectation of seeing it, yet w6 did not 
fecover it until we were only at the dis«^ 
tance of a few cables* lengths, when W6 
saw the sea breaiking bver it. 

N^twith (Standing that X had not an 
observsition for the variation of the compass, 
when close to the Fugle-Skiserene, yet 1 
can judge nearly to a certainty from othe^ 
observations, that, in the year 1 786, it 
was from 36* to 37" north-westerly: and, 
as in the same year, I found it imibedi- 
ately oh the western side of Shetland to 
]be f^S"", it consequently follows that the 
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variation between Shetland and Iceland is^ 
as nearly as can be calculated^ ^^ for every 
d^ee of longitude we go to the westward. 
The variation increases very much after- 
wards to the westward of Iceland, and 
likewise when steering to the northward. 
I have observed the variation in Faxe Bay^ 
and found it to be in the interior part of 
it from 37^ to 38^, and, at the outer ex-^ 
tremity pf the same bay, from 38** to 39^ ; 
still higher, off Staal-bierg, the northern 
point of Brede-Bughten (Broad Bay), it was 
40^ direct westerly. In the channel, under 
65^ of latitude^ and 35^ of longitude, I 
found the variation by a series of observa-* 
tions, to be 45^ loV 
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ODES AND letters; 
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THB' O&ia^rALS .OF TBI JOPBS ,VBRE WKITTBN fi<^ff ffl, f^TIH 
AND ICELANDIC i T.HB ^A^TTER^ HOWEVER^ X . ^AVf Npf 
THOUGHT IT NECESSARY TO INSERT^ BXCB'PT. tN THB 
INSTANCE OF THAT TO CAPTAIN JONBS> WHICH IS GIVEN 
AS A dTBCIMBN 4>e /THB XAN6UAQE OF TKB COUNTRY. 

Nos. 1^ 2, and 3 ue Addresses to Sm Joseph B4.vBiJGR)inliiAAf i^0jariti4 
8od N9«.4 a .L^^ firoifiTHBODORs Jon^o^. . 

^ No. 5. ^ a f(^p^^aUtQxy Ad^lfess from Magnus Finn ct^^.n 

to Captain Jones. 
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HEKL^ VAJ^j: 4NGLIS HEROffiUS.'^ 

Auscultate, Me . C . i. 

Excdw J«fc!i •, Sapietttes viri - ' ' *• 
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II. 



Inclytus Banks> 

InclytUS SoLANDERi 

Cum pulchro 
G>ii]itatu. 



Vald^ inclaruit 
Apud honestas nationeKd 
Multi desiderant 
Antiquam grandaBvam 



Oculis usurpare 
Nunqulim antea cumu- fit ulnis complecti. 

lata sum 
Prioribus seculis 
Tanto honore 
Ah AngUca gente. 



IIL 

Juvenia priite eram^ 
Nemo ikvebat 
Elegans vir 
Annulatse Virgini ; 
Sola steti 
Longo tempore^ 
Donee Vuleanus 
Me exomavit ^. 

IV. 
Hlnc Nomen meum 



V. 

Me cum viri el^;aiite» 
Convenerunt, 
Amorem exhibui 
Juvenibus Dominifi. 
Perreptavit me 
Flamma amoris. 
Nullum denegavi 
Viris honorem. 

VL 

Mdnstravi illis 
Rubra Cimelia^ 
Pluresque alias, 
Quas habui, 
Eximias opes. 



Jam per terf aniQi orl;K9rn; Quas olim npqta sum 

Mxnum 1004; alii alitor; st autem quot vidbiis talki ia 
monte hoc contigerint incendia scire desideras^ vicies ter id 
&ctum esse creditur. Ab hoc t^oipore nobijiitari imprimis 
oejpit, antea mint&s Celebris. . 
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Ex Vulcani 
Admirand& fabric&. 

VII. 

Me sapient^s 
Manibus contrect&runt 
Antiquam Virginem, 
Dederunt et oscula. 
Bene sit 
Alacribus viris^ 
Qui me inviserant 
Ex australibus oris ! 

VIII. 

Resideo jam 
Tristi fronte 
Vidua desolata. 
Saepe Lachrymas fundo^ 
Postquam mei 
Insignes amici 
Reliquerant me 
Fortun& orbatam. 

IX. 

Longum dolorem 
Corde premo. 



Neminem habco 
Cui aperiam. ' 
Si vero vocem sopitam 
Altiiis extulerim^ 
Res mira vide1:](itur 
£t immanis strepitus** 

X. 

Vale Banks! 
Vale Solakdeir! 
Valete omnes 
Alacres viri! 
Nolite oblivisci 
Annosae virgiais 
Reduces 
la Angliam. 

XI. 

Largiorveotos-ecundo., 
Largior fortunam$ 
Largior nomen 

(celebre) ; 
Largior splendorem. 
Sedete hilares 
Ad compotationes'f'! 



X V. 



* AUuditur hie ad hotrendos et altisoQos Heklae stre^^tas 
in eruptionibus. 

f Guma Minni (terha archetypi IslandiciJ propria denotat ' 
memoriales scyphos, clarorum virorum in cotnpotattonibuli 



Bibite N<iBMa Hekue Vale 

Virginis^ Eloqpicatetl Carminb tititfitf filt* 

Date Versificafori 
V* In praemium poematis 

Nunc ad finem deducta Dotem 

est Mihi convenientem. 

Haec cantiancula; 

evacuari solitos : hlc autem ipsa symposia. — Sub Ethmcisipp 
oerta pocula certis Diis^ Regibus« vel Heroibus^ consecra- 
bant Vlsteres^ qui mos etiam post introductam religionem 
Christianam> presertioifue inter solannitales miptiarum, 
apud nos rdigiosfe foit observatus. Sed^ eUounatlL super- 
stitioiie Papi8tic£L> in desuetudinem jam abierunt Scypbi isti 
memoriales; ut Gudsrodursminni, Dei V^Xm Soypbusj JEiei- 
lags anda minni, Sancti Spiritus Scyphus; Hffarm mtfifii, 
BeatsB Vii^is SoypbuB; Marteins minni. Martini Tur^nenM 
Scyphus^ et id genus alia. 






VCKTUM. SJF7 

PRO FfiLICI IN ISLANDIAM IT1NEK6 I* tS 

PATRIAM RfiDlTO 

MAGNATUM BRITANNOR0M, 

ANNO MDCCLXXII. 



VOTUM. 

Ludat hyperboreo Titan luicufentus CMyTil|>o, 
Lunaque nocturnos clara gubernet eqoos^ 

Et vehemens Boreas pluvi% frigusque facessant I 
Cunctaque disfdgiant^ quae nocuisse quetmtt 

Omine dum fausto Magni celebresque !Britanm 
Observant Thules vasta theatra soK ; 

Quae contemplari felix mens enthea gestit 

^^^ • 

Perspiciat : clarum Jova secundet iter. 
Quo bene confecto^ tandem feiicit^r omnes 
Restituat patri^ cura pdteraa Dei ! 



N^3. 



ViR Celeberrime ! 

Qu6d me cum erqdito tuo Gomitetu invisisti^ 
grates ago quam maximas. Mitto tibi jam, Vir 
humanissime, Carmen gratulatorium, paulo cor- 
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rectias auctiusque quitm antea« Nimis quidem 
exiguum hoc est munusculum^ long^que tuam 
infra dignitatem positum^ sed velis nihilo minus 
benigna id suscipere fronte^ inque meliorem par- 
tem interpretari^ animum potius datoris quam 
doni vilitatem respiciens ; qua de re eo certiorem 
spem foveo^ quo evidentiora humanitatis tuae habeo 
indicia ; velim id typis vulgari permittas^ in Ang- 
liam^ Deo duce^ cum redieris. Adjici etiam posset 
Versio Anglica^ si ita visum fuerit ; ut vestra in 
gentem nostram merita eo clariora evadant^ atque 
hoc pacto in vulgus emanent. Iter vestrum ad 
IJeklam quomodo cesserit scire gestio; utinami 
bene et ex animi sententia. 

Deus te salvum et sospitem patriae reddat^ om* 
nesque tuos gloriosos conatus secundet. 

Vele, Vir humanii^ime^ nostrique memor, 
Felix diu vive. 

Tui Nominis observantissimus^ 

BlARNUS J0HN£U9« 

SchalholHy iv. CaUnd. Ociohr. 
^fnm HDCcLxxii. 
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TRIPUDIUM, 

A Musis Schalholtensibtts i^tatum 

In Adventu 
Celeberrimi Herois 

DNI. JOSEPHI BANKS, 

AriQigeri^ 

Qui ex Anglia in Islandiam trans&^tavit 

ad eruenda et observanda qusecunque intra 

Pauperculae hujus Insulae limites in Regno 

Naturs observatu digna^ 

Un& cum ornatissimo et ernditissimo comitatu. 

Cum Historiae naturalis Doctore^ 

Magni Nominis et solidae Eruditionis viro, 

DRE DANIELE SOLANDER, 

Cum Astronomo^ cum Antiquario^ 

Cum tribus Pictoribus^ duobus Scribis, 

Capitaneo navali, et subcenturione. 

Honoris et debitae observantise ergo, 

Anglo Heroi ejusque Comitibus oblatum 

Schalhoiti, Al mdcclxxii. ' 

X. Calend. Octobris. ' 

A BlARNO JOHNEO, 

PhilQioph, Mag» et SchoL SchalhoU, Reciore^ 



SSS AfPiittftit. m 

I. 

Fausto ofBiiie adsU 
Cordata gens ab oris Angliee. 
Primum tibi gratulabunda assurgit 
Glacialis terra cum applausu ! 
Mariti^ uxbres^ liberie 
Gaudio perfusi tripudiftdt. 
Cffilutn, Salttin, Solum, SoHtudo, 
ResoMht cttm tetitii* 

II. 

PrsestantQS ollm (Islandi), 

Relictis patriis oris, Londinum studios^ petebant, 

Artium addiscendarum cupidi, 

Quas contenta libris eruditio commendat. 

Oxoniafe in Anglico solo 

Pedem hoc temporis tractii figere 

Imprimis arridebat ; 

Deinde fortiinae favore sufiiilti 

Solum natale rtepetebant. 



IIL 



Superioribus itidem saecuUs 
Magno animi robore, 
Virordm tlioltitadb 
Ad Taniesib Hpa« dlretit iiavbm. 
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Alacrit^r non sine insigiii fortitudine 
Milvum Odini sanguine pa^scel^iHt *^; 
Ulterius porr6 progressi 
Magnis Angliae Regibas militabant. 

IV. 

Larga saepe mmi^rsi acceperunt *(* 
Strenui isti beilatoreir ; 
Soli pro carmimbus praemii focb 
Magnis cumulati dmtiis \. 

* Milvus Odini Corvum denotiait^ qui Odino sacer et ad- 
modiim &fniliari8 fuit^ unde et ipse Corvonftn Deus ia Edd& 
et antique Poesi dicitur. 

t Sic^ inter complures alios, E^lm Skallagrimi filius 
Islandus^ insignis bellator Adahteni AnglisB Regis castra 
seeutufl, fratrem suum Thorulfum in prelio quodam ibidem 
amisit, unde> satisfoctionis et stipendii loco, binas areas ar- 
gento repletas a Rege accepit ad patrem deferendas^ quaa 
in Islandiam redux ipse retinuit, tandemque senex et lumi- 
nibus sub mortem orbus, in palude quodam submergebat. 
Occiais ibi(lem> qui ipeum manU duxerunt) duobus sefvulis. 
Prolixa bujus Athletse vita> plurioia etiam exotica hoc tem-' 
porift tractu g^sta contin^ns^ IskLodorum manibiis hodiedum 
teritur. 

X PoetflB fiieruat Islandi ab initio opftiral, unde in ex* 
lerorum R^Um et principam aulis, in suratno semper bohore 
et luce versati sunt, pro Enoomiastidft, qm baud rarb tanti* 
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Sedebant ultra mare 
Compotationibus intenti, 
Deinde honoribus aucti 
Domum navibus remeabant. 

V. 

Sic etiam Anglorum naves appulere ^ 

Frisco tempore ad oras nostras^ 

Pretiosis vestibus et victu oneratae^ 

Quod nos lucrum diu recordamur. 

Vestes optimas lintea et funes 

Nobis subministrarunt, usibus inservientia ; 

Nunc Islandis negatum est 

His bonis diutiiis frui *. 

nominibus obtulerunt^ carminibus larga siepenuinero munera 
accipientes. Inter alios Thoranmu Loitunga, Laudans lingua 
appellatus^ pro cantilenfit in honorem Canuti Magni Danis 
et Anglie Regis confect^^ quam Hdsudlausn, sire Capitis re- 
demptionem vocavit> quinquaginta marcas argenti purij mu-* 
neris loco> recepit^ testante Knutidarum viifL 

* Angli seculo quatuordedmo et sequentibus insignia cum 
Islandis commercia exercuere^ optimas semper nee unquam 
adulterinas merces adrehantes^ unde baud rar5 eorum mer- 
catores in IslandilL hyem&runt^ domibus passim in bos usus 
exstructis. Ab iis qui ex Cambrili buc appulerunt, loca qu»« 
dam denominata sunt^ ut Kumbravogur et sic porro. Hsec 
Anglorum commercia per varia interdictain desuetudineoi 
sensim abieront^ jamque penittus exspu4runt. 
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VI. 

Hiic jam bons frugis viri^ 
Ab occiduis oris vela dirigere 
Non detrectant. Angli nimiriiin^ 
In sinu Hafnarfiord suhsifitentes^ 
Plurimis cluentem arttbus 
Peritam itineris antesignanum 
Opum datorem omnes fatentur 
Unum Josephum laude praeditutn. 

VII. 

Suinm& prefects cum laude 
Dominus Banks nil cunctatus est 
Per vastos pelagi fluctus 
Navem dirigere; 
Gloriosus suo cum comitatu 
Per tres annorum orbes^ 
Vero cum honore perlustravit 
Varias mundi plagas*, 

VIII. 

Ignotas hoc pacto detexit 
Insulas^ id quod assevero^ 
In vast& et vorticosa maris serie, 
Optimas'f' plurimd soli fertilitate; 

* Proiectus quippe Anno 1768^ rediit in Angliam Anno 1771- 

t Mali scilicet paci6co^ quod non immeritb dixeris^ ctim 
ft Japponift ad Mexico MD mill : perhibeantur. 
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Haram una Otaheite^ quam novimus^ 
Summ& amaenitate conspicuaiu; 
Ignorat imperium hyeims, 
Omnigena felicitate circumdata *. 

IX. 

LaetuSj per aequoreas undas 
Navem aquilonem versus 
Ventorum flatu celerit^r actam^ 
Nunc propellit pretiosarum vestium dator*)*'^ 
Desiderans terrain sub zona frigida;}; 
Perlustrare (nemo id prohibeat!). 
Dignatur, id quod admodilm miror^ 
Pauperrimam gentem invisere» 

X. 

Alterum Solander asserimus^ 
Supremo illi honore proximum ; 
Hie optimis artibus excultus^ 
Ipsi Linnaeo vix inferior §. 

* Otaheite insula inter Americam et Assam sita^ ab arm!* 
gero Banks detecta^ optimse et benignissinis naturae^ atque 
proinde omnigenli felicitate abundand. Inveiiic praeterba 
Nova ZelanduB partem^ in mari paeifieo itidi^iB sitam» 

t Epithetum poeticum viri largi et opulently quod in Ar- 
migerum Banks optim^ qaadrat. 

X Quaedam enim Islandise pars jacet sub zonil frigidil. 

% Illi nenspe decaiitatissimo rerum natufalium scrutatori, 
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Indolem rerum iiiv»rt|gftt ; 
Plerosque antecellens. 
El^antem nattttoe i^ystaan, 
Eruditi proinde collaudaoL 

XI. 

Ter trinos prsterea deprehendimus^ 
Gentis decora^ bona eruditione 
£t artium disciplina^ 
Ut optim^ convenit, instructos 
Omnes pari elegantill, 
Tarn largo opum diribitori 
Per terras passim et maria 
Faventes semper adherent. 

XII. 

Quid causae qu6d hue direxistis Tela 
Ajtificios^ texta^ aquilonem versus ? 
Qmd i^fx jaip cc^pi^Gtum .causartur ? 
Flusquam >modka animi deJeetatio ; 
Herbas^ lapides^ oculi exposeunt : 
Pptimatum sapientiam alit 
Spai;a^ ^per territoria ^onspicere 
IgokasiQfikle^ jnoatk «opraA^^ 

XIII. 

Lwiee ct Jocidi <Solis 
Conjunctiones steHarumque orbes 
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Contemplantur admodilin sapient^r 

Nobiles viri^ ut an augeatur* 

Geiserem praeterea con venire gestiunt *, 

£t, si quae plura audiuntur, 

Manuscripta antiquitatis monumenta 

Conquirere student honesti viri^ ut rit^ intelligant. 

xrv. 

Impensas omnes magnifico sumptu 

Sine cunctatione agere 

Haud gravatur 

Anglus ille Heros^ prout expedit. 

Distribuit larg^^ ut novixnus^ 

Lachrymas Sororis Freieri aurum -f*, 

* Geiser, Norn, propr: aquae sstuantis in Toparchi4 Ar« 
nesensi^ australis IslandisB^ mirse profect6 et reconditae indolis ; 
hujus contemplationi Angli Nostri integrum fenn^ diem im- 
penderunt. Nomen habet a verbo islandico ad gioaa evoraeve^ 
ebullire j aquas enim per intervaUa in altum evomit. 

f In EddiL et antiquSl Poesi Islandicdt^ a Frey& Odini uxore 
plurima auri Epitheta deducta sunt^ nam juxta veterem 
Mythologiam lachryms Freys in aurum convertebaatur ^ 
F^ri modo, quod locuti sunt Jdtna, seu Gigantes^ in auiuo^ 
niuta]>atur> unde Jiitna mal, Jotna ial, Gigantum sermo, 
Gigantum loquela, pro auro apud Poetas haud rar5 ponitur. 
Aurum autem largb distribuere^ juredicHor^Armiger BaiUus 
ctim non tanttun aurei«. 8fi|4 ^4iliis p^tiosis ijBlms lalaados 
donaverit. 
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£ximias artes liberates promovet 
Vir muniiictts magnaeque dexteritatis. 

XV. 

Ambabus ergo ulnis # 
Excipite nobiles viros ; 
Subministrate omnia ex animo^ 
Equos larg^ suppeditantes. 
Monstrate viam^ prout opthn^ ridstis ; 
Acoeptissimos viros per terrain deducite. 
MussB hilari animo 
Canentes talia depromant. 

XVI. 

Salvete ! (sic fan lubet) 

Ad nos venientesj illustres Domini^ 

Quibus fortuna iavet^ 

Commendabiles sapientiae laee^ 

Fortuna vobis aspiret ; 

Prosper^ cedant omnia itinera ; 

Favor caeli et felicitas viris 

Facem per g^lidam terram praeferant ^ 

XVII. 

Nigricantes formae iisum Oculorum 
Fortibus Anglis non intercipiant! 



Adspiret lucens sd ! 

Contingat itidem vid^re cursupi jLuna? ! 

Lucidae stellae claro lumine splendeant ! 

Ut sciant omnia juxta iortitutuin ordinem 

De Siderum situ 

Sub Polo Arctico *. 

XVIII. 

Recedite suhit6 ad mare^ 
Recedite sabit6 denssB nabes ! 
Pluvia, Caligo, pulverisque vis 
Ita aufugiant^ ut non apptareant ! 
Fumi vehementia divitibus viris 
In oculos nequaqu^m irruat ! 
Nihil amplius molestiam fafsesf^it. 
Nil amplius iter redda^: jmpeditum! 

In supremum Heklae montis cacumai 

Vestrum iter expedaat 

Fortuna laudem paritura, 

Prout usibus vestm optim^ inservit ! 

* Prseprimis luminis boreatis indolem ejusque causas eruere, 
quod eo magis optandum^ qup majore difficu^tate res ista la- 
borate ctiin in tot sententiamm divortiis quid de phenpmeui 
hujus natuiSi certo statuendum sit^ adhuc ignoretur. 



V 
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Ignis subterranei teeta latibula 
Eruendi via vobid pateat 
Adustosque lapides jacentes 
In vasta terrae superfieie; 

\ 

XX. 

Herbas pretiosas dispartiisse novimus^ 
Pallidas quippe autumno emarcuere ; 
Proinde hae grato ornatu 
Viros excipere nequeunt. 
Honorem interim elegantibus exhibere 
Virgulta norunt passim obvia. 
Sabula fluvii et quae iis innatant 
Iter beatorum collaudent ! 

XXf. 

Negotia omnia in vestrum honorem 
Prosper^ vobis succedant ! 
Augescat artium ludus 
In austro per vestrum iter ! 
Eloquentes viri cumulatum gaudium 
Et utilitatem ex itinere reportent^ 
Ciim hinc tendit navis 
Occidentem versus *! 

* ICa hoIms loqui lioeat^ venerandn Antiquitatis exennplo^ 

91s Angliae^ Scotiae^ Hibernise^ Orcadunique incolas^ F«f t* 

VOL, II. u 



/I* 
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Grates vobis agimus^ Domini erecti animi^ 
Grates vobis baud cunctant^r agimus 
Pro honore nobis praestito ; 
Qui nobis imprimis gratus est. 
Oras nostras nunquam inviserunt 
Britanni, ut memoriae proditum est. 
Pari in Universupi eloquenti^ praediti 
Parique eruditionis laude inclyti. 

XXII. 

Salvo et incolumi curru 
Domum bine revehamini ^ 
Viros quippe Anglos 
Angelorum laeta cohors deducat^ 
Rata maneant vota nostra, 
Et fausta quae ominamur 
Vobis ex intimo corde, 
Optimates artibus instructi I 

XXIII. 

Hinc per vastum aequor 
Ciim navis celeri cursu tetenderit. 
Secundi venti vela impleant ! 
Donee in occidente gradum sistit, 

mannosy viros occidentales^ eorumque terras Vesterlond, ter- 
ras occidentaies^ appell^runt. yid. inter alia Landnam, 
part. 1. cap. 5 et 7* 



» 
£t in vadis Anglici soli 
Anchora jacitur, 
Ut laetitia tan<tein perfiisi 
Exscensione facta itineris labore levemini* 

XXIV* 

Nunquam prioribus seculis 

Alii ex his mundi partibus 

Heroicae aded indolis viri 

(Naves) applicarunt ad nostros cHvos ** 

Josephe^ Te semper praedicat> 

Te^ Josephe, collaudat Islatidia; 

SoLANDEit^ decora notus^ 

Per Cygnorum ^ habitacula splendeat ;{;. 

^Elo^ttmhocAngli noBtrioptimoJure prottiehierunt^ pra^ 
omnibus quippe exterii nationibus^ oras nostras invbeiUibus, 
erga gentem Islandicam adeo tnunificos aflkbiles et bumanos 
seexhihuierunt^ utsinlilevixreperire liceat exemplum. Eofuih 
proinde adventuai> itineris ratlonem^ Nomina et raram bene- 
▼olentiam^ sempiternlae posieHtatis memoriae, annaliumque 
monumentis> grata me suasore conseirabit Islandia^ ^ 

f Tenitoriam Alstanes ad sinutn Hafhafiord, tibi naYit 
Anglorum in ancboris consistebat,. a cjgnis nomen habet, 
tinde tractum hunc Svanabigder, sen Cygnorum babita<7u1a, 
nominamus^ babko simul ad universam insulam respectu. 

X Splendeat cluentis hxam prsconio. 
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XXV, 

Valete^ humanissimi Domini ; 

Laus vestra super terrain 

Per longam vivat aetatem ! 

Laudent vos quaecunque moventur ! 

Plura loqui supersedemus 

Docte Sorores gratiam siti^ntes *: 

Hoc gratulatorium Carmen non ingratum 

Londini et Assatuni ^ pal^m pronunciamus. 



VIRIS , 

ILLUSTRISSIMIS^ NOBILISSIMIS, SUMME REVE- 
RENDIS, AMPLISSIMIS £T CX)NSULTISSIMIS ! 

Plurima Salus ! 

Vestra hlc in Schalholtia conversatio omnibus 
erat grata> qqare in omnium ore versaminV in ce- 
Idbritate, imm6 indigenanim laude et memoria* 

* Qfatiam tantorum Tironun sibi htunillime apprecantet. 

t Auatun antiquiltis urbs Anglise i forte non proeul a 
Braiidfurd&> hodie Brentfort^ ad quam utramquie Ciautus 
inagnua> cum filiis Adalr&dl Anglise Regis conduit ^ 'sed in 
quk parte Regni sita fiierit^ et num hodie aub alio aomiiie 
existatj juxta ignoramus. Sed hk metri tantiun causft ad* 
faibetur. 
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Vertim post vestrum discessum res novae mihi 
sunt relatae^ qu6d tot urn orbem intra triennium 
emensi fueritis ; quo vasto itinere audito^ miratio 
mihi facta est^ imm6 omnes in admirationem 
Vestri trahit^ suo animo apud se perpendentes^ 
qa6d non mintis incredibili animi robore septi, 
quam firmissim& corporum complexione praediti 
sitis. Quod Jacobus de Lamaire et Wilhelmus 
Soutensis terrarum orbem peregraverint, memoriae 
est proditum: vestrum susceptum molimenque 
otnnium est cultu dignum. Pi^terea liberalitas 
vestra pen^ regific^ omnium merit6 retinet ani- 
mos; qualis munificentia rara est in exemplis^ 
Praesulis Mag. Johannis Widalini except^, cujus 
super anniversaria Evangelia orationes incolae ha- 
bent> a Te^ Nobilissime Troili^ Schalholti emptas. 
Huic ohm objectum^ parsimoniuoi optimum esse 
vectigal, seram esse in fundo^ opus esse cauto : ad 
quod Preesul ; Mors semper impendet^ nunquam 
long^ abesse potest. Accedit stabilis atque in- 
genuus mos et decor^ ac inoffensa gravitas, nee 
sine jucunditate senile illud vix dum virilesannos 
ingressi pondns^ illaque exacta frugalitatis lex^ 
sine qua frustrk aliquis mentem applicet magnis; 
modestiaque inusitata^ quae neque summis, ut ille 
ait^ mortalium spemenda est^ atque a Diis aesti- 
matur. Igitur ciim vos ipsos loco ornatissimos 
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lepidis exornetis moribus^ singularibusque studib^^ 
ti^m meum adjicere decet sufiVagium^ et una cum 
aliis laudibus exquisitis ornare. Quod reliquum 
ert. Poets verbis. 

Sic te Diva potens Gypri^ 
Sic fratres Helens^ lucida, sideta, 

Ventorumque legat pater^^ 
ObstrictU aliisjt prseter lapyga \ 

V035 illustres optimos, saluto ! Quid dico, poeta^ 
et ipsi ApostoHca salutatione amplector ; vos Deo 
Opt. Max. cujus nutu et arbitrio omnia reguntur,, 
omniaque vestra commendare non desistam. Ip- 
sissimus vestrum per orbem iter fortunet, et ad 
umbilicum ducat ! postremd patriis redditi terrisj, 
ad summas in c^lesti ciiria eyehat dignitates. 

Haec pauca boni aequique consulere digriemini. 

Vestra^ nobilitatis 

Addictissimus, 
Theodorus Johannis, p. Em. 

Schalholti, hi d. 27, Dec. 1772. 

P.S. In hoc yobis, viri nobilissimi, gratulor^. 
qu6d igniflua, igniyoma, et crudelis Virgo (Hekln), 
cum pace incolumes dimiserit. 

Viris perillustribus et ezoeUentissiniiSy 
Magistro Josepho Banksio, 
Poctori Danieli Sohmdro, ct ... 

Magittio Troilio. 



ODX. 
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HYRDD6LI6UM HERRA 

Alexander Jones, 



HONORABILI DOMINO 

Akxand. Jones, 



HofudsmannihinsStor-Brettendski Navis Bellicae Reg. Britann, 



ITRIDSKIPt 



THE TALBOT. 



THE TALBOT, 



YRJEPECTp. 



Huldi oiyrkur 
mockur villu 
menta 90} 
mengi Ki.ristnu* 

Bio Pafa flcerd 
pnsund salum 
kryndir tirannar 
kroppum hlecki* 

Bonnadu dolgar 
boknam leikum 
og modur mals 
medferd rietta ;, 

Tha nysjen 
i Nordur bafi 
kynntiz fitrendum 
soldardili^ 



Obscurus errdrum vapor 
solem scientiaruin po* 
pulis Christianis 
pertexit. 

Astutia Paparum ani- . 
mis custodias^ tyran- 
ni coronati corporibus 
vincula instruxerunt. 

Prohibuerunt nebuloqes 
isti secularibus littera* 
rum studia, et linguae 
vernacular rectam tracta* 
tion^m. 

Turn in mari i^eptentrio- 
nali^ nuper visa terrae 
particula navigatbribus 
innotuit* 
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Fadm baud eya 
isum vafinn 
neyddri tbjod 
ur nanum londum. 

Syrrtuz thar 
strialsir holdar 
grcBdgi muks 
og grains ofbeldt^ 

Austmenn^ Danir^ 
Irar^ Bretar^ 
bygdu folld 
og blonigvaz letu 

Fjeck tbeind frelsi 
froedi skoput; 
Rit og mal 
rietti nadu. 



Sinum praebuit insula^ 
glacie circomdata^ genti* 
bus pppressis e vicinis 
regionibus ; 

Efiugerunt h\c viri liberi 
voracitatem clerico- 
rum et violentiam 
principum : 

Norvegii Dani^ Aiber- 
ni^ Britannia terrain ire- 
quentarunt et floresce- 
re fecerunt. 

Libertas artes pa- 
ruit; sermoet 
scriptura jus suum 
obtinuerunt. 



Gall thar grappa 
galliim harpa 
fedra saung 
froeg threkvyrki. 



Sonuit ibi po^arum au- 
riea Lyra ; patrum ce- 
cinit celebria iaci- 



nora. 



Sin og kunnra 
samlifendra 



Sua et notorum coae- 
vorum fata et acta 
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Orlog ok verk 
adrir Skradu ; 

Skalda log 
Skrifs <^ mcelsku 
lista og ydna 
lietu ritinn. 



alii composue- 
runt ; 

Leges canendi^ scriben- 
di^ dicendi^ artium 
et opificioram scrip- 
ts tradideruat. 



Undrast enn 
Europear 
frodir visindi 
fedra vorra. 



Mirantur adhuc 
docti Europaei 
atavorum nostroram 
eruditionem. 



Breyttiz fron 
breyttuz landar^ 
oerdoz tbdir aads 
og ceru-syki. 

Mottu bvartveggia 
mentum fremur ; — 
Rongs og klerka 
kugan brepptu. 

Soadi mengi 
svartur Daudi * 



Mutabator terra^ 
mutati sunt incolae^ 
divitiarum et gloriae a* 
^ditas infatuavit istos.. 

ITtraque scientiis prae- 
posuerunt ; — Regis 
et cleri oppressionem 
nacti sunt 

Mors atra * popcrlum 
devoravit ; — laus 



* Syanefnd drepsott. 



« Pestis ita nominata. 
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hvarfiir landi 
^irodur forni. 

Foruz listir 
fje og 89e]a 
vesladiz fold 
og fegurd tindi :— 

£nn i Nordalfu 
onnur riki 
soeld og visindi 
sunnann fluttu. 

Hvurfu svo morg 
hundrud ara^ 
oe Gardarsholma 
haignandi for ; 

Uns mildingar 
mcerir Dana 
vyrdtuz bans inein 
vilja boeta^ 

Leystu verdslunar 
vonda hiecki 
gafu gots 
til groda fyrdum. 



antiqua emigravit 
c terra; 

Perierunt artes, opes ct 
felicitas ; — solum de^ 
terioratum amasnita- 
tern amisit. 

Sed in Europae caetera 
regna scientiae et beati- 
tudo e meridie trans-- 
migrarunt. 

Diffluxerunt ita anno- 
rum aliquot centuriae ; 
status Gardaris insular 
assidu6 decrevit ; 

Quousque clementes Da- 
niae Reges damna istius 
reparare desiderabant ; 



Solventes noxias commer< 
cii catenas, pecuniam 
offerentes ad rem in-* 
colarum augendam. 
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Elldur^ 185 
oroekt jardar^ 
orbyrgd mognud 
moti stodUj 

£nn orbyrgd tha 
engill fridar 
gjcBddi anoegju 
gulli betri* 

Sast ej dreginn 
dor a lopti 

nje fdlbyssur 
fyUtar heli 

£j heiptug bond 
hellti blodij 
nje herlogar 
hreysi gleyptu, 

Saum Isalands 
einu soelu * 
hvirfilbil 
hr^dt kollverpa^ 

Saum frid Tom 
og fedri^ vorra 



Ignis^ glacies^ tabesi^ 
terrae increta (nostratum) 
egestas^ proposito genero- 
80 obstiterunt; 

inopiam autem istaro, An«- 
gelus pacis, animo sort 
sua laeto^ auro praestar 
re^ subdidit, 

NuUibi videbatur gla- 
dius vibratus^ nee tor- 
menta bellica^ pemi-* 
cie plena ; 

nee manus hostilis san- 
guinem efiundens^ nee- 
flammse classieae domi- 
eilia vorarites. 

Vidimus procellosum 
turbinem solam Is- 
landiae prosperitatem 
humi rapids prosternare. 

Vidimus pacem nostn^m 
^t patrum nostrorum tan-<. 
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loks far flotta 
folvann hverfa. ' 

Ailur umhverfis 
cestiz heimur 
bali blodgu 
brandasennu ; 

Drandu skjoedar 
Skraggur visa 
of see allann 
at seggia mordum. 

Tho i i^arska leil 
thessi undur 
vor um hrid 
hcims utkjalki 

Mattkum budlungi 
Bretlands mikla^ 
ovin vordnum 
allra Dana^ 

leitst Island! 
aumu hlifa 
fyrir arasum 
fiota sinna ; 



dem pallescentem in fch* 
gam vertL 

Totus circumcirca con- 
turbabatur orbis bel- 
li craentis incencQis ; 



Perstrepuerunt univer- 
sum m^ve hominibus 
noxia caedium tonitrua. 



Eminiis tamen aliquam- 
diu spectabat prodigia 
istaextremahsecce mundi 
regio. ^ 

Potenti Regi Magnse 

Britannise, Dano- 

rum omnium hosti facto^ 

Visum fuit Islandiae 
miserae parcere, nolenti e- 
am suarum classium in- 

« 

cursa- 
tionibus infestatam fore ; 
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Eim bftns thegna 
theinktu nockrir 
guli i gull-Iausu 
groeda landi. 

Hle3rpti Gilpingr 
a herfleyi 
Vikur til 
at veidum aura. 



Ipsius autem subditoram 
quidam^ aummsperabant 
se in terra auro destituta 
acquisituros. 



Adduxit Gilpinus 
kiavicae navem armatam^ 
ad captandas divitias ; 



fflaut hann ej Skjell 
fyn skillinga 
enn svipti fron 
Qarsjod stokum^ 

Theioi er atti 
Thurflir boeta 
fatoeks 1yds 
og logfrid verja* 

Adrir bara 
at Kaupstefnu 
vopn og thannig 
vaming byltu. 

Lands dio log 
lyda vorra 



Non pro nammis verbera 
nactus^ abstulit Mnc 
provinciae unicum ae- 
rarium, 

Auxilio pauperum et pra&- 
sidio securitatis publics^ 
destinaturo. 



Nundinas alii armigeri 
frequentabant^ meroes 
ita permutantes. 



Pacem tamen intemam 
gentis nostrae lege$ pa- 
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innb3mlis grid 
alljafht vordu. 

Saum loks 
a sumri tbessii 
gior umrotad 
roalinennri; 

Vorum froemsta 
folkstyranda 
byllt ur ondv^i 
ordnum fanga. 

Upphlaups litum 
andann Ijota 
geysa of allt 
i alvoepni. 

Ljetst hann £ngla 
lofdung thiona 
hermaktar bans 
bafe fylgi, 

Vopnadir brodir 
bormum moti 
enn otti greip 
adra lydi^ 



triaB adbuc defenderlint* 



Vidimus tandem^ bac 
aestate^ publicam quie^ 
tern penitiis disturba^ 
tarn; 

Primarium provincidft 
Procuratorem solio de-^ 
jectam et in carcerem 
detrusum* 

Vidimus seditionis bor-* 
ribilem daemonem^ ar-^ 
mis succinctum^ om-^ 
nia obruere. 

Simulavit se Anglorum 
•Regi servire, istius exer- 
cituum favore nisuin* 



Frater se in fbitres 
armavit ;~npuit 
error reliquum popU" 
lum. 
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Hofda ej sjed 
sverd nje dreyra, 
lagaleysi 
lutu naudgir. 

Sa hinn oblgari 
ebldi vjrrki 
og heldocku 
hreykti merki. 

Tok hann tignar 
titil jarla, 
vogandi mildings 
makt sier eigna. 

Ljest af thjod yorri 
Thar til knuinn 
at han uppreystar 
oil svo krefdi ; 



Frid og firelsi sig 
foera sagdi 
theiin^ er vafdi 
throela-hleckium. 



qui nunquam ante en* 
sem aut sanguinem con« 
spexerat, et invitus coU 
la jugo insolentise sub* 
didit. 

Fortior ille munimen* 
ta ponens, orci instar, ^ 
atnlm vexillum erexit. 

Ducalem sumpsit' diffni* 
tatem, .ibi R^i^nT 
testatem arrogare ausus. 

Praetexuit gentem nos- 

tram 
haec a se deprecatam fuis-* 
86^ ipsamque tales turbat 

un- 
atiimen poscere; 

Dicens se pacem et liber* 
tatem adferre ipsis iis* 
dem^ quos servilibus 
onera- 

ft 

bat catenis. 
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Ottndoz their 
tr annad vildu 
era og manncera 
tinaz manda ; 



Metuebfint; contraria op- 
tantes fidem et hones- 
tatem oinnin6 abolitam 
fore; 



Ad laudradum 
lucfca styrdi^ 
og osigrad 
Engbnds merki. 

Thannig harmendra 
huggun besta^ 
himneBk von 
var OSS fluinn* 



perduellioni fortunam 
necnon Anglic invictum 
vexillum favere 
ominantes* 

Sic mcestonim optiomm 
solamen^ cselestis spes^ 
aufugit. 



Sem langhrakinn 
Soefarandi^. 
barinn skjelfingmn 
brims og storma^ 

er i skjcedum 

Skerjagardi^ 

sier vid Skrogguljos^ 

Skip sitt sveyma^ 

Enn hofn engva 
hrjadu fleyi^ 



Ut navita^ per Ion-- 
gum temporis spatimn^ 
aequoris et tempestatis 
impetibus vexatus^ 

qui^ fulgure lumen 

praeben- 
te^ navem inter scopu- 
los insidiosos jactari 
nup^r conspexit, 

portum autem nullum^ 
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nema a%riuin eitt 
hndirdjupa-^ 

Threlsazur 
fari thessu 
sem med ovoentu 
Undraverki ; 

Verduir bloelogn 
ur bilvedrij 
^latur soer 
ur Qallbylgjum, 

Solbyrta ur 
blisum reidar,— 
leidur hcBgur byr 
ad bofiium fley ;-*' 



nisi in medio oceani 
abysso^ 

jam ex his eripitur pe^ 
riculis^ ceu numinis 
nutu; 



Thannig foerdi 

thin adkoma^ 

edallundadi 

Alexander ! 

fognud.og frelsi 

froni perau^ 

sviptur thu thad ognum 

ostjornunar. 

VOL* 11. 



vertitur in tranquilli- 
tatem procella, mare 
undis montuosum 
in malaciam, 

in solarem splendoi^m 
fulminantia fulgura — 
aura prospera et pla- 
cida portum versus navi- 
gium ducit:— 

'Sic tuus adventus^ 
generose Alexander I 
gaudiumet libertatemter- 
rae huie attulit ; levastl 
istam Anarchi® horro- 
ribus» 
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Hvar mun syna 
sega veraldar 
veitta af Qendum 
veljord slika ? 

veit eg hana 
hoela thinom 
fcegsta nafna 
fyri minna. 



£j fyri makt 
nje mauradyngjur 
metord nje hros 
hjalp OSS greiddir : 

Idgjold onnur^ 

eru likindi 

bjodiz their^ enn thess^ 

thu ej qvidir. 

Leyf ad thidar thier 
tbackir greidum, 
og formonnum odrum 
fylgdar thinbaz ; 



An tantum b^n^ 
cium, ab hoste hosti , 
datum, monstret 
historia mundi ? 

Certus scio celeberrimum 
tuum cognominem le- 
viore magnanimitate 
perennes laudationes 
acquisivisse. 

Non dominationigy nee 
divitiarum, nee digni- 
tatis, nee laudis grati& 
auxilium nobis praebuisti. 

Alia praemia, ut videtur^ 
tibi afierentur, qaae 
tamen non metuis. 



Sine ut tibi et re- 
liquis tui ordinis 
ductoribus, singula^* 
res agamus gratias ! 
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£y skal minning 
ydar deya 
i bokmenta 
bolstad forna 

Thaklat er ond 

i 

Offri kjoerri 
theim annars ej 
Offurs krefur. 

Leyf^ thig enn 
lids at bidjom^--* 
Oss fraroendum 
folk-narungi 



Thier samedla^ 
ad sid og oettum 
hialp, senrfyrr;- 
holla veitir^ 



Nunquain vestra abo- 
lebitur memoria in 
prisco hocce musarum 
habitacutb. 

Sacrificio pbtiiis pla- 
cet anima grata isti^ 
qui victimam petere 
nolet. 

Sine etiam> ut ulte^ 
rius a te auKilium pe- 
tanius*-qu6d nempe 
primati, nobis vi ademp' 
to^ 

tibi et indolis et stir- 
pis nobilitate pari, 
adminicalum, at ad- 
hue, porrft etiam prae-- 
beas, 



riett ad sok 
sigur vinni 
og fuUkomnun 
fro vor nai. — 



ad bonde causse tri- 
umphum, nostrique 
peffectionem gaudii 
suo tempore compa-^ 
randum. 
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Oskum voer thier 
og thinum lydum^ 
heidurs^ audnu^ 
og anaegju, 
enn oss ollum 
ars og fridar ! 



Precaiimr tibi et tuis 
honorem^ salutem et 
laetitiam^ nobisque 
junctim annonee 
et pacis felicitatem I 



Mense Augusta, Jnni 1809.— in IslandUi. 
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ICELANBIC PLANTS. 



I. MONANDRIA. 

I. MONOGYNIA. 

HiPPURis vulgaris. 
Zostera marina. 

* This catalogue is principally taken from Zoega*s 
Flora Islandica (attached to the Danbh edition of 
Povelsen and 01afeen*s account of Iceland)^ and Mohr*s 
Farfbg til en Islandsk Naturhistorie, published at Co- 
penhagen in 1786. The few additional species^ which 
I am enabled to insert by means of Sir George Mac- 
kenzie's and Mr. Fkulsen*8 collections andlny own re- 
searches, are distinguished by being printed in italics. 
In some instances, wlm« I have^ in the course of my 
journal, had occasion to notice any new plant or any 
peculiarity belonging to those that are already known^ 
I have referred to the page wh^ it is mentioned. 
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II. DIGYNIA. 

Callitriche aquatica. 

■ ■ y. autumnalisw 

11. DIANDRIA. 

I. MONOGYNIA. 

Veronica officinalis. 

■ ' serpyllifolia. 
— — Beccabunga. 
— — — Anagallis. 

— — scutellata. 

— — — alpina. * 

— — fruticulosa. (vol. i. p. 113.) 

-■ marilandica. 

Pinguicula vulgaris.—*^ Les Islandais s*en 

servent quelquefois en guise 
d'ail." H^oyage en Jslande. 
■ alpina. 

II. DIGYNIA. 
Anthqixantbum odoratum. 

III. TRIANDRIA. 

L M0N06YIJIA. 

Valeriana officinalis. 
Schoenus A)mpres8U8* 
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Scirpus palustris. 
— — lacustris. • 

csspitosus. 

-— — aqicularis. 
■■ setaceus. 
Eriophorum polystachion. — Of the pappus of 

this plant the natives make wicks 
; for their lamps. 

vaginatum. 

capitatQm.\£rojd;pe« (vol.i* p. l/^O 

alpinum. 
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Nardns stricta. 



a DIGYNIA. 



^Phleum pratense. 

nodosum. 

— — alpinum. 
Alopecurus geniculatus. 
Milium effinmm* 
.^^rostk rubra« 

* — stolonifera. 

' canina. 
' vulgaris. 
: ^. pumila. 



alba., 

arundinacea. 

caerulea. 
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Aira caespitosa. 

■ flexuosa. 

■ montana. 

' subspicata. 

■ alpina. 
-— aquatiea. 
— — praecox. 

Holcus odoratus.— nSaid to be used by the 
Icelanders to perfume their apart- 
ments and their clothes. 

Sesleria caerulea. 

Poa pratensis. 

— trivialis. 

— compressa. 

— annua. 

— angustifolia. 

— alpina. 

— maritima. 

"«- glauca. — Both this and the following 

species are far from uncommon 
in Iceland. ^ 

' — ccBsia. 

Festuca ovina. 

— — — rubra. 

4 

elation 

'■ fiuitans. 

M duriuscula, 
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Festuca vhipara. (vol. i. p. 320.) : ^ 
Arando Phragmites. 

Epigqos. 

— — arenaria. 

Elymus arenarfus. — (vol. n, p, 226.) The 
seeds are occasionally piade into a 

sort of bread. 

> • « 

Triticuni caninum. 
— — repens. 

in. TRYGINA. 
Montia fontana. 
Koenigia islandica. (voL i. p. 152 and 1 91.) 

IV. TETRANDRIA. 

I. MONOGYNIA. 

Scabiosa succisa.— -The Icelandic names for 

this plants Pukabit and Dtevels- 
hid, have both the same signifi- 
cation as our DeviVs bit. 

Galium verum. 

—— — - palustre. 

MoUugo. 

' pusillum^ 

i ' boreale. 

Plantago major. 
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X 
■ 

Plantago laii<;eolata. 

— — — maritima. 

" ■ alpina. — ^This I recollect seeing^ in 

some plenty^ at 'Thingevalle^ 
and I have since received spe- 
cimens from Sir George Mac- 
kenzie and Mr. Paulsen. 

— — Coronopus. 

Sanguisorba officinalis. 
Alcnemilla vulgaris. 

■ alpina. 

III. TETRAGYNIA. 

f 

Potamogeton natans. 
— — — - marinum. 



compressum. 

lucens. 

crispum. 

perfoliatum. 

pectinatum. 

pusillum. 



Sagina procumbens. 
Ti^sa aquatica. 

V. PENTANDRIA. 

I. MONOGYNIA. 

Myosotis scorpioides. ^ and fi.' / 
Pulmonaria maritima. 
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Cchium vulgare. 

Primula farinosa. 

Menyanthes trifoliata. — ^This plant is im- 
portant to travellers who are 
not acquainted with the route 
in the morasses ; for they are 
well aware that wheresoever 
it grows they may safely pass; 
its closely woven roots making 
a firm bed upen the soft sub- 
soil. The Icelanders call it 
Reidinga, «id employ the 
matted tufts to prevent the 
saddle or any load from chaf- 
ing the horses^ backs. 

Azalea procumbens. 

Campanula rotundifolkt. 
' ' patula. 

Viola canina. 

-^ tricolor. 

— palustris. 

Glaux maritima. 

IL DIGYNIA 

Gentiana campesferis. 
■ amarella. 

' ■ ' nivalis. 
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Gentiana aurea. 

■ detonsa. 

^ bavarica. 

' ^ tenelia. — (filiformisof Persoon^s 

Synopsis.) 

— — verna. 
> rotata. 

Hydrocotyle vulgaris. 

Ligasticum scoticum. (vol. i. p. 323.) — ^To 

this plant, which Mr. Paulsen 
named by mistake Imperor- 
toria Ostruthium, was at- 
tached the following observa- 
tion: ^^Haec (in Islandia) ra- 
rissima herba, in saxis solum 
et montibus prseruptis mari- 
timis reperiunda. Devoratis 
radicibus hk traditur divinos 
edidisse efiectus in hydaridi- 
bus abdominalibus. (isl. me- 
inlceti)^ 

Angelica Archangelica. (vol. i. p. 191O — ^Th© 

Icelanders gather the stems and 
roots of this plant, which they 
eat raw, and generally with 
the addition of fresh butter. 
■ sylvestris ? 

Imperatoria Ostnithium. 
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Carum Carui. — ^Naturalised in Iceland, ac- 
cording to Sir George Mac- 
kenzie. 

IV TETRAGYNIA. 

Pamassia palustris. 

V. PENTAGYNIA. 

Statice Armeria. 
Linum catharticum. 

VI. HEXAGYNIA. 
Drosera rotundifolia. 



longifolia. 



VL HEXANDRIA. 

I. MONOGYNIA. 

Convallaria biflora. 
Juncus efFusus. 

arcticus. — Discovered by Sir George 

Mackenzie. 

squarrosus. 

■ trifidus. 

articulatus. 

bulbosus. 

bufonius. 

— -'— - biglumis. 
triglumis. 
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Juneus pilosus. 
■ campestris. 

— — spicatus. 

II. TRIGYNIA. 

Rumex digynus. — ^All. the species of Rumex 

are boiled and eaten by the 
Icelanders ; though only the 
young shoots of acutvs are 
employed. Of the Acetosa 
a beverage is made by the 
common people^ by steeping 
the plant in water till all the 
juice is extracted. This drink 
is kept some time ; but soon 
becomes bad and putrid in 
warm weather. 

— — -acutus. 

■ Acetosa. 

■' Acetosella* 

Triglochin palustre. 

Triglochin maritimum. 

Tofieldia palustris. 

VIIL OCTANDRIA. 

I. MONOGYNIA. 

Chamaenerium halamifolium (vol.i.p» 260 and 

318.) — From specimens now 
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beTdfrt me it appeiB thkt il^tiis 
lipecie's is sabjfect to consider- 
able variation^ as well in the 
proportibrial breadth of its 
leaves^ as in the size of the 
flowers. Mr. Paulsen remafkB 
" Crescit fer^ soliinx ad ftuvios 
montiuin glaciaHum, in argilla 
et arena vulcanica." 

Chamsenerium angustifblium. (vol. i. p. 322.) 

Epilobium montanum. 

palu^tre. 

• ori^ariifoiium. 

> ■ ' ' ■ atpinum/ 

tetragbnum. 



Vaccinium Myrtillus. 

' Oxycoccos. 

— — — uliginosum. — For itff uses see 

vol. 1. p. 216. 

Erica vulgaris. — ^^ Ex ejus magna florescentia 

de magna nivis hyemalis copii « 
augurantur Islandi." Pautsen in 
Epist. 

Polygonum viviparum. (vol. ju p« tl3.) 
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Polygonum Bistorta.— The roots are often 

eaten raw^ and sometimes con^ 
verted into bread. 

— Hydropiper. 

_- amphibium • 

' ■ Fersicaria. 
._^..— — aviculare. 

III. TETRAGYNIA. 

« 

Paris quadrifolia. 

X.. DECANDRIA. 

I. MONOGYNIA. 

Andromeda hypnoides- (vol. i. p. 85 & 122.) 
Arbutus Uva Ursi*.-See note in vol. 1. p-2l7. 

. alpina. 

Pyrola rotundifolia. 

,.. ' ' secunda. 

minor, (vol. i. p. 122.) 

XL DIGYNIA. 

Saxifraga Cotyledon. 
» stellaris. 

* «The leaves of this are tised ia Lapland for taa- 
niog and dyeing, which saves agreat deal of alum. 
' Many barrels of these leafves are sent for sale to Stock- 
holm. •• Lifiikww* Lachem Lappwiko. v. i., p. iW, 
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Saxiiraga niyaliA. 

Hirculus. (vol. i. p. 254.) 

• palmata. 

■ ' punctata. 

• oppositifolia. 

""" autumnalis. 

aizoides. 
bulbifera. 

cemua. (vol. t. p. 209.) 
rivularis. (vol. i. p. 116.) 
tridactylites* 
caespitosa. . • 

groenlandica. — My specimens of 
this, gathered by Sir George 
Mackenzie, exactly accord 
with the figure of this species 
in the Fhre des Pyrene^^. 
La Peyrouse has observed it 
growing at the height of six- 
teen hundred toises above the 
level of the sea. 
hypnoides. 
tricuspidata. . 
petraea. 



Scleranthus annuus. 

III. TRIGVmA. 

Silene maritima. 
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Silene acaulis. — Boiled an<jl^i^|^ ^gi^ bet- 
ter b|y thi9 IpehflrtW, 

Stellaria media. 

biflora. 

cerastoides. 

Arenaria peploides. — ^l^i^ isi st^ieeped io sour 

whey^ where it foments : then 
the liquid i^ str^iQjed o£^ and 
{iresh water added (9 the be^ser- 
age^ which is said V> tast^ like 
olive-oil ; whence the .name of 
th^ plant in Icel^n/d^ - Smidiu- 
JcaaL — Fbyffge en Ishnde. 

r-. aerpyll^ojia, 

— — — ciliata^ 

IV. FENTAGYNIA. 

Sedum saxatile. 

— — — rupestre. 

. ■ annuum. 

— — — acre. — ^^ Vulgatum in Islandia Tomi- 

torium." — Paulsen in EpisL 

■ villosum. 
Lychnis Flos-Cuculi. 
> - alpina. 

# var. fi. alb^.' 

Cerastium viscosttfa. 

■ vulgatvm* 



IC£LAKDI€ tXVKA* 33S 

Cerastium alpmuor. 
latifolium. 

■ "■ '**** .ndcb>^a. " 

— — saginoides. 

Xir. ICOSATOfelA. 

If. PENTAGYNIA. 

Pyrift Sontk^ica.—i!^\^ w^as found by Sir 
Georgfe Mack^ir2ie, gMwing eight 
ftet hi^i in ^ deA rf lava near 
Budeiifeferd in SiiOefd-sysseL Ano- 
ther plkiit 6f the ^Hde was also 
discbv^^d by the satne geiiiUelmdii 
dt E^afiofd, 61^ the north codst. * 

-^^^ atitJiiJikrik 

Spiraea Ultiikria. 

III. POLYGYNIA. 

Rosa hiberiiii^i; — ^THis, th^ only species of 

Rosa discovered in Iceland, was 

sent liie by Mr. Paulsen, with the 

Motvi% r^riiirk': *^ NUIK' Mt 

X pritis obvia. Crescit in rupe unica 

ad villam Seljaland J 
Rubus saxatilis. 



»» 



/ 
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Fragaria vesoa. (vol. i. p. 83.) 

Potentilla vema. 

' .. ■ 1 — — anserina. — ^The roots arefirequeiitly 

eaten in thp southern parts of 

the island. 



aurea. 



Tormentilla officinalis,-T-^In Iceland, I am 

not aware that any use is made 
of this plant ; although in Lap-r 
land^ according to LinnaBus^, it 
is chewed along with the inner 
bark of the Alder^ and the sa-^ 
liva thus impregnated is applied 
to leather to dye it of a red color, 

Geum rivale. (vol. i. p. 235 and 263.) 

Dryas octopetala. — Its leaves, as observed iq 

vol. I. p. 4f, are gathered, and 
made into a sort of ^a. 

Comarum palustre. 

c 

^11, POLTANDRU, 

t 

I. MONQGYNIA. 

. Papaver nudicaule. (vol. i. p. 333.) 

V. VOLYGYNIA, 

Thatictrum alpinum^ 
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Ranunculus acris. — Often used for making 
blisters. 
' ■ • hederaceus. 

■ reptans. 
— - — aquatilis. 

— — lapponicus (vol. i. p. 191.) 

— — — repens. 

' glacialis. — ^A rare plant in Ice-.' 

land. I was not so fortunate 
as to meet with it myself. Sir 
George Mackenzie has favored 
me with the only specimen 
which he procured: it was 
found growing among loose 
stones on the declivity of a 
mountain between Stadar* 
hraun and Kolbein-stadr, 

nivaHs. 

■ ■', hyperboreus, 

Caltha palustris. # 



XIV. DIDTNAMIA. 

I. 9YMN0SPERMIA. 

* Lamium purpureum. 
Galeopsis Ladanum. 
•~— — Tetrahit, 



< 



J 
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Thymus SenpyUum.—A\i infusion of the 

leaves is often used to give an 
aromatic fljiyor to the softr whey. 

Prunella vulgaris. 

II. ANGIOSPERMIA. 

Bartsia alpina. (vol. i. p. 270.) 

Rhinanthus Crista-Galli. 

Euphrasia officinalis. — I possess alpine va* 

rieties of this plant from Iceland, 
which (though bearing perfect 
flowers) scarcely rise a quarter 
of an inch above the surface of 
the ground. 

Pedicularis sylvatica. 

flammea. 

Limosella aquatica. 

XV. TETRADTNAMIA. 

I. SILICULOSA. 
Subularia aquatica. 
Drabavema, 

— mural is. 
V incana. 

■ ' var. contorta. Ret^iw. 

Thlaspi Bursa Pastoris. 
— — campestre. 
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Cochlearia ofl^cinalis. 

' danica. — Occasionally eaten as 
spiaage> add reckoned of service 

. in the cure of the sciwvy, Shwgb 

seldom made use of. 

Bunias Cakile. 

II. SILIQUOSA,. 

Cardamine pratensis* 

————— hirsuta. — A singular variety* of 

this plant, if not a distfinct 
species, has been sent me botft- 
by Sir George Mackenzie and 
Mr. Paulsen, having the lower 
leaflets round; the upper ones 
linear, and all very entire. 

bellidifolia. 

f 

Sisymbrium terrestre. 

Arabis alpina. (vol. i. p. 268.) 

hispidsi. 

Brassica alpina. — Sent me by Sir George 

'Mackenzie. 

« 

XVL MONADELPHIA, 

V. DECANDIWAv 

Geranium sylvaticum. ^ 

— — — pratense. 



- montanum^ 
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XVII. DIADELPHIA. 

IIL OCTANDRIA. 

Polygala vulgaris. 

IV. DECANORIA. n 

Lathyrus pratensis* 

Vicia cracca. ' 

Pisum maritimum. 

Lotus corniculatus. 

Anthyllis vulneraria. 

Trifolium arvense. 

' pratense. 

■ ■ ^ repens. — '^Les gens de la cam** 

pagne^ daqp la partie Nord et 
Est de cette ile^ en mangent en 
legume." — Pin/age en Ishnde, 

XIX. STNGENESIA. 

I. POLYGAMIA JEQUALIS, 

Leoutodon taraxacum. 

■ autumns^Ie^ 
Hedypnois Taraxaci. 
Hieracium Pilosella. 

. Auricula. 

. 7— alpinum. 

I I ' ' • praemorsum* 
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Hieracium Murorutn. 
Serratula arvensis. 
Carduus lanceolatus. 
— — heterophyllus. 

II. POLYGAMIA SUPJBRFLUA. 

Gnaphalium alpinum. 

■ - . — uliginosum. 

n ■ » sylvaticum. 

-—-— -"-^ fuscatum. Pers^ 

Erigeron alpinum. 

Senecio vulgaris. 

Pyrethium inodorum. 

. niaHtimum. 

Achillea Millefolium. — ^The Icelandic ap- 
pellation^ Vc^lUhumaU (fields 
hops), seems to imply that this 
plant has .been used instead of 
hops in that island, as it is still 
in some parts of Sweden. At pre. 
sent the natives only make an 
ointmei^t of its leaves with but- 
ter, which they apply to cutanea 
ous and other external sores^ 

XX, GYNANDRIA, 

I. DIANDRU. 

Orchia macnlata, 
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Orchis Morio 
■ ^niascula. 

latifolia. 

— — hyperborea. (vol. i- p. 85.) 
Satyrium viride^ 

albidum. 



nigrum. 



Epipactis ovata. — I possess the only speci- 

men of this ever gathered in 
Iceland; it was found, at a 
place called f^iJc^ by the son 
of Mr. Paulsen. 
'-^ Nid/us avis f — tlither this or a ne^ 
species of JSpipacth has been 
sent me by Sir George Mac- 
kenzie. The specimen is 
destitute of its root, so that I 
cannot 'ascertain it with cer- 
tainty. 

Cymbidium Corallorhizon^ 

XXI. MONCECIA. 

I. MONANDRIA. 

Zostera marina, (vol. i. p. Ill) — ^This the 
cattle eat, and the natives gather 
and dry for their beds. 

Chara vulgaris. 

hispida. 



III. TRIANDHIA. 

Spairganium nataos. 

Cobresia scirpincu fFitld^^voh i. p. 152 and 

178.) — Carex Bellardi of pre- 
ceding authors, under which 
name it is mentionecl in my 
journaL 

Carex dioica. 

capitata. 

— — • puKcaris. 

arenaria* 

^ uliginosau. 

leporina, 

vulpina. 

muricata. 

— ^ loliacea. 

canescen^. , 

- eIonga|a. 

- flava. 
pedata. 

montana. 

rigida. 

' limosa. 
— ^ otrMik (voU I. p. ii€.) 



' nn< '>' 
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Carex Pseudo-cypcrus- 
acuta. 

ampuUacea.— The specimen sent me 

by Sir George Mackenzie is a slight 
variety with bmnched spikes. 

vesicaria. 

— — hirta. 

IV. TETRANDRIA. 

Urtica dioica. 

^ urens. — ^This I only saw growing in 

Mr. Savigniac's garden^ at Reikevig. 

VIII. POLYANDRIA. 

Myriophyllum spicatum. 

verticillatum. * 

Ceratophyllum demersum. 
Betula alba. 

- nana. (vol. i. p. 241.) 

XXII. DICECIA. 

II. DIANDRIA. 

Salix Myrsinites. 
' arbuscula. 

— -— herbacea.— ?-The downy substance from 
this and other species of Willow is 
applied by the natives to wounds 
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both of man and b^st. The leaves 
steeped in water are employed in 
tanning skins* The wood is used, 
in making ink, being steeped in a 
decoction of the leaves^ to which is 
added some of the earth used in 
dying, mentioned in the note^ at 
vol. I. p. 215: it is then all boiled 
together until the liquid has ac-^ 
quired a proper consistency. 
Salix purpurea. 

reticulata. 

myrtilloides. 

— — glauca. 

— lanata. 

'— — LApponum. 

' arenaria. 
— — fusca. 

— caprea. 

— pentandra. 

III. TRIANDRIA^ 

Empetrum nigrum. 

VIII. OCTANDRIA; 
Rhodiola rosea. 

XIII. MONADELPHIA. 

Juniperus communis. 



SS6 AtPtvirtti ki. 

XXHL POLTGAMIA. 

I. MONCECIA. 

Attiplei^ laciQiata. 
' .patiila* 

xtiv. crtftogamia. 

I. FILIC£S. 

Eqaisetum sylvaticum. — ^Variotrt spdci^s of 

Equisetum ai^' giv^tr td* th"6 
cattle in Itielatttf, whtere* they 
are said to be eteelleM fdQd 
for the saddle-hofstis. 



arvense. 

limosum. 

palustre. 

fluviatile. 

hyemale. 



Osmunda Lunairia* (vol. i. pi ll6.) 
Ophioglossum vulgatum. 
Lycopodium alpinum. — For its use in dying 

wboIleM, •8*e vol. i. p. 214. 
■ clavatum. 

-—-——— annotinum. (vol. i. p. 86.) 

' Selago. 
selaginoid^!^. 



mmmmmt 
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Lycopodium dubium *• • 
Polypodium vulgare. 
■ ' fontanum. 

' ilvense. . 

. arvonicum. (voL.i. p. 58.) 

■ — — - Phegopteris. 

Dryopteris, (vol. i. p. 320.) 

Aspidium Lonchitis. 
' Tlielypteris. 

' Filix mas. 

■ Filix faemiaa. 
' ' ■ " fragile. — I possess a curious and 
elegant species of Aspidium 
{Cyathea of .Doctor Smith) 
somewhat allied to this^ but 
hitherto uodescribed. 
Asplenium septentrion^Ie: . 
Isoetes lacustris. (vol. i. p. !20S;) 

II. MUSCI. 

Phascum muticum. 

Sphagnum obtusifolium.-7*-The same use 

. being mad^ of this oipss in 

'I » • 

' • . . . 

* Surculis simplicissimis, erectis^ 'compressis ; foliis 
complicatifl^ carinatis^ aciitis^ alternis^ distich^ imbri- 
catis. Konig. - - - 

VOL. II. Z 
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Iceland as in Lapland^ I shall 
be readily excused for insert- 
ing Linnaeus* words upon the 
subject. ^^'FemihiB Lappanicis 
maxime notus est hie muscus; 
hunc eniro, lintieis ciini desti- 
tuantur^ infantibus^ dum cunis 
suis continehtur^ lindiqike crt- 
cumponunt^ qui ^t pulvinaris 
et tegmenti vices servat^ uri- 
nam acrem absorbet^ calorem 
conservat^ sericisque stragulis 
gratior est tenellis; mutatur 
deinde vesperi et mane^ dum 
^uras et recens substituitur in 
prioris locum.''-^jF7. Lapp, 
p. 337. 

Sphagnum dipillifoliuih. 

Gymnostomum truncatulum. 

fasciMare. (vol. i. p. 50.) 

Tetraphis pellucida. 

Ahdraea rupestris. 

ifote (vol. u p. ISA.) 

Splachnum ampullaceum. (vol. i. p. 88.) 

-T^r- urceolatum. 

mnioides. 

rubrum. 



\ 
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Splachnum vasculosum. (vol.i.ip, 4160.^ 
Omostomum boreale. (rd. i_. p. 86 ^mii\9Aj^ 
Encalypta i^Qlgaris. 

■ alpinU. (vol. uip,j8S*) 

Grimmia apocarpa. 

rocks i>7 tbe sea -shores. 
Weissia cirrata. 

Encalypta lanceotata ? (vd. i. p. 1J3.) 
Dicranum scopariuuu 

' — undulatum* 

— ' heteromallum, t 

— purpureum* (vah i. p. jil^.-) 

— flexuosum. 

squarrosum. 

— ' pU^Uum. 

— pulvinatum. 

' — taxifoliuiu* 



^hypnoides. (vol.)i..p.>50*) 

Trichostomum fontinaliokles. 

\ fasciculare. 

— canescens. (vol. i. p. S3:) 

elliptkum. {r<A. i. p, ^8 and 

154.) 
Synti(i<ftiia < f ufafis* 

subulata. 

Tortula tortuosa. 
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Tortula convoluta/ 
Catharinea hercynica. 

. glabrata. (vol. i. p. 24.) 

Polytrtchum commune. 

: — alpinum. 

sexdngulan. (vol. i. p. 265.) 



- urnigeram. 

aloides. 
subrotundum. 

Orthotrichum striatum. 
Neckera curtipeadula. 
Bryum androgynum. 

ai^enteum^ 

Zierii. 

caespititium. 

dealbatum. (vol. i. p. 58.) 



^ horaum. 
-^ crudum. 
- turbinatttik. 
serpyllifolium. 



.— pyriforme* 
dendroides. - 
Hypnum sericeum. 

, abietinum. 

^ Jilamentosum. (vol. i. p. 58.) 

— praelongum. 

— velutinum. , 
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Hy pnum proUferum . 

— ^- nitens. 

illecebrum, . 

purum. 

'. filicinum* . 

^ aduncum. 

— — uncinatum^ 

' revolvens. 
-~ denticuIatuiDt 

triquetrurn, 

— — squarrosum, 

cuspidatum. 

— — — — Crista castrensis, 

' Gupressiforme^ 

• scorpioides. 

— silesianum. (vol. i. p, 11 6.) 

Baxtramia fontana. 

" ithyphylla. 

pomiformis. 

Fontinalis anti[)yretica. 

squamosa, (vol. i.p. 309 and 260.) 

— * falcata. (vol. i. p. 260.) 

Funaria hygrometrica. 
Buxbaumia /b//o^a. (vol. !• p. 88,) 

III. HEPATIC^. 
Jungermannia concinnata. 



•*! -1. 



Jungermanniaju2ac6a. 

' r a^lenioides. (volv I. p. IWh)- • 

— scalaiis. 

■ Sphagnim 

: . angulosa. (voL i. p. dO and 

161.) 

■ ^ byssoides* 

— -— > bicuspidata, 

—^ • disticha. ilfoAr, 

.. — albicans. 

nemorosa. 

fesupinata. 

■■ complan&ta, 

. — — dilatata. 

ciliaris. 

. ; -«. ^piphylla^ 

r— ^ — J ) ' u-i ' pinguis. % 

■ ■ furcata. 

Marohantia polymorpha, 

. hemisphaefica, 
I ^ tenella. 

Targionia hypophylla. 
Blasia putilla. 
^iccia crystallina, 

glauca. (vol. i. p. 153.) 

Anthoceros punctatus. (vol. i. p. 315.) 
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Lepraria botryoides, 
— ' — — ^ Jolithos. 
Lecidea sanguinaria. 

' fusco^atra* 
fusco-lutea. — About Reikevig. {ro\. i. 

p. 23,) 
' ■ atro-virens. * and 7, 
pjastulata. 



Gjnrophora glabra. /3, 

■ deusta, 
1 erosa. 

. . .. cylindrica. — ^Used, in times of 
scarcity^ as foo^, but more 
frequently for dying woollen 
of a brownish-green color. 

■ ■■ ■ ! hirsuta.^-^^' Longe optiqfium in re 

cibarii Lichenis genus.— Pagina 
Vlfei^oi* P^l^s^* Crescit unic^ in 
lapidibus magnis discretis, et ^^ 

rupibtts alpinis, iippri mis sum- 
mis caeumimbus, ubi Falcones 
seepi^s jnsident.*' Paulsen in 

Epist 
Endocarpon Hedwigii. 
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Eadocarpon tephroides. — ^About Reikevig. 

(vol. I. p. 23.) 
SphsBrophoron compressijiii, 
Isidium defraudans. 
Urceolaria calcare^. 
Parmelia tart^rea, 

■ subfusca. . . 
— — pallescens. 

■ ' candelaria. 

ArtiTine^.-— About Reikevig. . (voU i* 

p. 23.) 

^ gelida. . .., . 

r stygia. 

• r fahlunensis. .... 

. omphalodes. . 

. saxatilis. . 

■ ■ stellaris. 

■ parietinar 

' - olivacea, 

scrohiculata. (vol. i. p. 93.) 

^ ■ nigresqens. 

■ phyaodes, 

■ furfuracea^ 
— — — ciliaris. 

prunastri. 

' fraxinea. 
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Parrtielia farinacea. 

- ochroleuca. 

^ sarmentosa, (vol. i. p, 25 1 .) 

jubata. 

Peltidea venosa. . 

■■ resupinata. 

— — — canina. - 

aphthosa. 

— — crocea. 

■ saccata. 

Cetraria islandica. — ^For the account of this 

aiid die following species^ se^ 
Journal^ p; 130^ and the note at 
p. 214^ ^ 

■ nivalis. 

Cornicularia lanata. 

-pubescens. 

Usnea hirta. 

Stereocanlon pascbale. 

r-i ghhyh^m^AhoxA Reikevig 

and other places^ not uncom* 
mon. (yoU i. p. 23.) 

Baeomyces cocoife;rii8, 

■^ — : digitatus, 

' deformis* 

■ ^ • ^ pyxidatus. 



Baeomyces cornutus. 
> ■ gracilis. 

r^ enfUvybUps^'-r-'AhaiA Reikevig« 

(vol. I. p. 33.) 

» 1— uncial is. 

— subulatus. 



- rangiferinus. 

- vermicular is. 
-*• tauricus. 



V. ALG^ ApUATIfi^. . . 

FttCUB soiVfituv.'^Tkis^ anil vaiwus other large 

species of Fuom, serve occasion^ 
ally for food fi>r t)ie cattle and 
fuel for the poor nativtes. 

II vesiculosus, 

var. divavkafius, 

■ — excisus, 

> — . -^ inflatitSt 

splpalia« 



»n, Jtnimj ff 



^w 



ceranoides. 

can^liculftus. 

distichus. (Fl. Dan, 661 .j 

nodosus. 

siliquosuSt 

loreus. 






Fucus aculaitas^ 

-— — purpurascens^ 

> lycopodioidm* 

i ramentaceus. (vol. i. p. 36.) 



mr^ 



•■ 



WR* 



Filum. 

lanosus. Mohr. 

Ii|9tigiatus. (Fl. Don. Sb\.) 

digitatus. 

palmatus.— ^This, the Ssd of the Imp 
landers^ is the most firequentl;^ 
prepared and eaten of any ^ tfai# 
genus. See voU i. p. 44^ 

esculentus. 

saccbarinus. 

edulis. 

sanguineus, 

ciliatus. 

crispus. 

alatns. ; 

dentatus. 

rubens, 

plumosuSf 

cartilagineus, 

spermopboras, 

gigaitimw. 

Mnfervoides, 
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FvLcnBflagelljformis. (vol. !• p. a6.) 

— plicatus, 

albus. (Fl. Dan. 408.^ 

— corneus. 

fungularis. (Ft. Dan. 4fl0.^ 

Fucus clavatus. Mohr. 
— — coronopifolius. 

fasniculaceui. (Conferva. Huds.) 

(vol. I. p. 36.) 
Tremella lichenoides. 
' M verruoosa. 
' hemispherical 

adnata* 

Nostoc, 

Ulva umbilicalis. 

— intestinalis. 
' latissima. 

compressa. 

pruniformis, 

lactuca. 

lanceolata, 

linza. 

— — plicata. Mohr. 

crispa. auct. 

Rhmlaria cylindrica. Wahl. MSS. (vol. i. 

p. 86, 100, and331-). , - 
angulosa. (vol. i. p. fiQo.) 



■i 
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m 



Conferva dichotoma. 

- spiralis, (vol. i. p. 49^) 

- bipunctdta. 
-» nitida. 

- Jlavescens. (voL i. p. lOl.) 

- ^ruginosa* 

■ vaginata. (voL i. p. 50.) 

— ^ limosa. (vol. i. p. l6o.) 

^-— — littoralis. 

" ' ■ ■ scoparia. 

' cancellata. 

■ polymorpha* 

■ I rupestris. 

., aegagropila, 

■ corallina. 
Byssus Ciyptarum* 

VI. FUNGL 

Agaricus campanulatus, 
t - fimetarius^ 

campestris. 

Boletus luteus. 

■ ■ bovinus. 

Helvella atra. (Fl. Dan. 354.) 

•^- aeruginosa. (Ft. Dan. 354.^ 

Peziza lentifera. 
scutellata. 



•.* 
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Peziza cupularis« 
■ ■ zonalis. 
Clavaria coralloides. 

muscoides. 

Lycoper^on Bovista, 
Mucor Mucedo. 
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TBAPJS OF ICELAND. 



k 



§1. 

lo iwjiat man* T«E fishing in boats.bein? the 

per the ^^)iin£ S' f o , 

m boats rfiafl chief employ of the inhabitants 
ihe inhabitants, on the coast^ Is permitted to 
eveiy person having a fixed residence in 
Iceland^ from which neither the ' clergy," nor 
civil officers are excluded. Our appointed 
magistrates, and especially the inspectors 
of the districts^ have it likewise in charge, 
(hat whatever we have ordained, as well as 
whatever else we may in due time think 
proper to ordain, l^e attended to in the 
strictest manner possible, and also that they 
shall by all means encourage the inhabitants 
of the fishing ' villages to cleanliness, and 
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industry. They have in particular to at- 
tend to supplying the fishing villages with 
good and wholesome water, wherever it may 
be deficient ; and for such purpose the tax- 
gatherers shall oblige all the fishermen in 
their several districts, to do the needful work, 
on pain of punishment according to the nature 
of the ofience. It is our farther will and 
pleasure, that the lieutenant of the county, 
the high bailiffs, and bailifi's of theseveral dis- 
tricts, shall give information to our treasury, 
of whatsoever in their judgment may contri- 
bute best and most effectually to the encou- 
ragement of the fisheries in general, either by 
the introduction of new and more suitable 
regulations, or by removing such ob^tacles^ 
as may possibly hitherto have ]aiu in the 
way; and we shall more especially expect 
to receive their sentiments, concerning the 
mode by which the so denominated ban 
of men, may ,in time be set aside>. or re- 
stricted ; in like manner as it is our intention 
of doing, on the estates to us belonging., 

m 1 m 

The fishermen are otherwise not to be 
obstructed in seeking the, best |4ac^8 .for 
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fishing, and even in their own^ boats, on 
condition of their paying to the farmer, on 
whose possessions, they may have taken their 
stations, for landing their boats, house<-room, 
and services for the season, according to 
what has been the usual custom at the 
place* But, in case of all the room being 
so completely occupied that they cannot 
f nd sufficient convenience for themselves, 
.either of houses, or place of landing thereto 
attached, .and that they can find some other 
landing-place, it shall be permitted .them 
to put into it, and, if they are so inclined, 
there remain under the cover of tents, or 
of their own boats. In such case, no claim 
for ground-rent shall take place, provided 
the strangers shall not, by treading, have 
caused any daipage in the fields or meadows. 
In case that they, from deficiency of fish- 
huts, propfer heath, or other places, should 
be under the necessity of dryiiig their fish 
near the shore, and :in places where gra^s 
might possibly grow, it shall not' be con^ 
sidered that the farmer thereby Bustaiii^ any 
damage, but rather that he therefrom derives 
ti benefit, as the roes, with the fish which are 
-there land, ^manure the knd^ and rendqr it 
capable of prbducing grass,, if the soil be 



I 
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capable of /it; neither can it be deemedl 
hurtful^ that fish are dried^ even on good 
grazing-fields^ in such parts where the 
Fortiden ends on the twelfth of May* 
But, in case of any dispute arisiog between 
the farmer and the strangers^ the bailiff Qf 
the place shall nominate two independent 
persons to survey the place, and estimate 
the damage, according whereto the high« 
bailiff will give his decision. But, on the 
contrary, should the summer-quarter be 
taken for this purpose, the drying of fish 
on useful grass meadows cannot be per- 
mitted, unless that the consent of the land- 
bolder be thereto previously obtained. 

^III. 

In what mn- In C8se of any whale betofr 

ner the whale ^ "^ ^ 

fishenr particii- driven on another person^-s grounds 
jDondacttti. the ^mthod prescribed by the re* 
script of ihe twenty-third June, 17799 >» 
to be adhered to ; and it is farther to be ob« 
•aerved, that soeh of the inhabitants of the 
country, or strangers, as intend to pursue 
this fishery, may expect to peceive partieular 
assistance for. the purpose, according . to cir^ 
eumstiuices, and the utility of thd tpbti. 
Such persons, tnore ^espeeialhr, *as inhabit 



Ae tieintty df ibe fiords or bftys ^sost ooa«* 
veaient for^ucb pursuits, as the inaFket4owia 
^ Iseiiord) and divers 6th» liords, from 
PatriK-fiord to the J<&aUfiords, in tiie went 
eountry^ and Hvalfiord in the district of 
Kiose, mar expect hanng assistance granted 
them L^pJocurTg the nlssan^ 
oil due request being made. And, for the 
same purpose and lintent^ we will* also in 
siidi cases give the tieedfid directions foir 
having some young and active ^persons from 
those places, duly instructed in the art of 
the said fisheiy, and in the manner of using 
the fish, free of any expence to themselves; 
und they shall likewise . afterwards heceive 
^rther assistance for enabling .them to 
establish ^themselves in Iceland, at t ^ome 
pla^ >Qr other m^ teoorenietit fpr isuch 
0shf rjf , iiHid 'there ^praetke the knowledge 
1^4y hcive obtained 9C> it j 



Encouragement It appearing to US as a matter 

for catching of * *„ ^ 

porpoises, seals, of csscntial conseouencc, as well 

and salmon ;as ••,. «»,,. 

auo for^ferring for the) inbabitai|1tf of leeland m 

and flounder ^» • > « • . 

Siiberies, particuiat, -as-affto for our draai* 

iuoasin;^enssa)i[ .th^t^nes^ltisiv^i^f .ttfe,» 
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fishery^ now the most pursued^ the taking 
of all other kiiids of fish which nature pro* 
duces near Iceland fthould be followed ; in 
order- to catch as great quantities as possible 
of all sorts of fish, and that the fish should 
be cured in such manner that it may not 
only be used for the support of the inhabit 
tants, but likewise be disposeable as an article 
of commerce^ we would have it taken into 
consideration in what manner thef inhabi- 
tants of the country, in case of their exert- 
ing themselves in extending and improving 
tbe fisheries, more especially with respect to 
porpoises, seals, and salmon, and also to catch- 
ing of herrings and flounders, may best be 
supplied and assisted with the necessary and 
proper :implement8; all according to circum- 
stances, and to the statement expected from 
the magistracy; more ^specially when such 
institutions are made oh a great sbsile, and 
may be productive of any considerable in- 
fluence in commercial transactions. 
i . • ' 

§ V. 

cttntni ruks ^hc regulations concerning cer- 

for the quality , » 

of ihft Ssh, tain- descriptions df fish, which 
wifted during tlie time of the cotnpahy^i 
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<ihikrt6r> can in future^ and with regard to 
particular circumstances^ be no longer ap» 
plicable; but^ in case of other^ or more sorts 
of such goods being required by the traders^ 
it n;iust be laid on the basis of this ordnance, 
in its. second chapter, ^ 4^. but nevertheless, 
and. ui>til other regulations shall be .fixed 
among the concerned, those ^ which have 
hitherto been in use, shall hereafter continue 
to be pbserved,. and this for so much the 
greater reason as they are intended to spediy 
the .quality of the chief exports from Iceland* 
Fresh, or soft fish, such as may be consi* 
dered good merchandize, should be deliTcred 
immediately after being token out of the 
sea, and untainted ; nor must there be any 
lean or skin^-tish among it. The heads must 
be cut offf the entrails taken out^ the fish 
properly split, in such a manner that the 
bone b^ taken out three j<^nt^ below the 
navel, and the scales of the Cole-fish must 
be scraped oflT. Such fish as cwD.be usedfof^ 
dried fish, ; mifst be salted immediately on 
being caught, with the necessary quantity of 
French sfilt, or, somf other :sai;t equflilly it$e^ 
fuK It shpuld be well olfaiuedi and<after^ 
Vfards proper^ <?ure4^ aqfiprdiog to '}lim 
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Newfoandlaad mode, in «iich a manBer <liat 
k majr obtain the • prc^r appearance^ ^an4 
keep wdl. The neck^ and^eveiy ^hing about 
the Jiedk^ 'Siust •likewise be cut away, before 
it TBceiyes tiie last day*s drying. Hie dried 
firii must he well worked and thoroughly 
dried^ and not mouldy^ rotten, sHmy^ or 
maggody • The neck must be cut off when 
it is half dried, or at 'least before it is re* 
eeived and weighed. The fresh cod-roe 
must be xlelivered immediately on its being 
taken out of the £sh, the iH^eches must he 
wlu^, and the rde of a red color^ firm, and 
ifiot spawning. Th^ oil must be clear and 
clean, and 4eafe iio sediment. 

4 VI. 

Rules for land ^^ likewisc all «uch goods as 
SdrroJtS- «w produced by farming and its 
ft<aWc use. different branches, which are sold 
by the leefamders, must in general be eleanj 
warntntabie, and well workeid ; whereas, with 
vegafd to particulars, the directions con- 
tained in the second chapter, ^ 1 ^9 must be 
attended to. ^But, as sueh goodli may partly 
be employed to much bdlter advantage in 
trade than eouM hitherto be done^ under 



the tfiiueviQ^ of a chartered coiiipaiijry.iHach 
df ithe inbabitento of the consAty, as. aro 
wiUiQgtD apply Uiemaelvi^a to better nioikt 
ef cur^ . may expect to ieoeive some or 

ft 

other suitable encouragement^ aocordtng to 
ctrcilmstaiieet ; and more especially if the 
plana are of aueh ektoit^ that they wmy 
pfOdtKie it visible eflfect in the trad^. ^he 
Moie will take place ^h resji^ to farming 
and agrifiultucey both in generbil^ and dao 
in particular, in so 6ur ad any one may put 
himself forward by oonaiderable or important 
expericoeiite in gardening, planting of woods^ 
growth pf.eom> potatoes^ and other herba 
and r6ots> or by die pcoper caki?atioh of 
several kinds df Ic^ndic herbs, usefitl fob 
food) all according to oircamstimcesy and 
statement thereon to be mads by the magi»r 
tracy to iHur treasury, and also partly acoord^ 
ing to t^ur nesottotioni htfher&p past<ed od 
such matters. 

briiauMe «M CJonoeraiBg the. jOalehing ' ol , 
t^^^' bifd^ «nd the uw to be mtub 
^^-^"^^ thierao^ Mcordmg to law, tbe temm 
wn^ Afatt owttim ietirJiithcrto.haabaetitUw 
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invariable euBtom. But no person whoso- 
ever^ whether a stranger or an inhabitant of 
the eountiy, shall be permitted to shoot 
eider^fowts, or destroy them with dogs or 
nets^ under the penalty of three marks &r 
every bird $ and also every one that has been 
present at the time^ and has not immediately 
reported the oflTence^ shall forfeit half that 
sum : of whifh penalty the informer shall 
receive two-thirds^ and the poor of the parish 
the other one-third, . after deducting the ex- 
pences attending examining into the. same, 
unless it be doqe -on such person^s own 
ground, and in such a manner that the 
neighbors cannot thereby suffer any loss or 
damage. But, 4>n'the contrary, should this 
be done on another ground-owner's land, 
who may have adopted any peculiar method 
for the preservation of the eider-ducks, either 
by making islets in the fresh-^water lakes, or 
by building of nests for the reception of 
such birds, or any other thing of the like 
nature, he shall pay the damage according 
to law : and^ whoever shall be found guilty 
of having malevblently destroyed or injured 
such receptacles, shall be punished by a Cri- 
minal fine. Neither shall the egga be taken 
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out of the eyry ; and, in such places, where 
there are several joint Q^n^ers (unless with 
the mutual consent of all concerned, and 
upon certain days for sucl> purpose appointed, 
and this not to be done at any time jater than 
to the end of the week preceding the week 
of St. John, at Midsummer), should i^ 
be observed that the eider-duck jbe^ins to 
retire to some islet, or other place^ which is 
not the particular property of any individual, 
there to deposit its eggs, it shall ^t first be 
permitted to keep its eggs, both for th^ pwr 
pose, of decoying it there, and suffering it. to 
increase, until its increase shall have become 
so visible that the eggs .may be taken with* 
out detriment to the brpod, an^ in case any 
of the neighbors or other persons act con* 
trary jhereunto, he shall ppy one . rix-<loUar 
as a fine, of vrhieb the informer shall receive 
two-third^, and the poor of the parish the 
other one-third^ after. a, deduction, of the law 
charges; iii^hereas, on .tl^e contrary, those, 
who strictly follow such' precaution^ shall be 
.eiptitled to the rewafds, stated in our tesplu* 
tion^ bearing date ^he. twentyrsecqiid of 
June, 178*. 



9^. Anmofct* ii. 

OiiecmiBrtiiB Fc* the ftrther encouragement 

^lode of proce- ^ 

4M.with Ml. MM extension^ 6f aome particalar 

phur and salt 

kvQohes «F idddstrv. it is Kke- 



wise 0wt most graeioas int^htion to offer the 
iol{Aiir-wQrka at Huusevig, and the salt* 
worka at Reykenes^ to prhrate adventurers^ 
and on reasonable <!onditions ; for .which 
potpose^ those concerned hare to apply to . 
our committee for regulating Icelandic afl&irs. 
And> should any one be hiclined to renew 
the working of the sulphur-mines^ whicb« 
«rere formerly hi drift near Kreisevig, in the 
district of GuMbringue^ or to work any other 
oonsf^rable mines^ or to make &rther im- 
provements in- the boiling of salt from tile 
sea-waler^ by the assistance of the hot<r 
springs, such as ate to be found in the 
diMriot of Bardestrand^ at Reykbolt^ and 
IIDssibly in ratidiy Otbeir places, we would 
itt>t only herewith dtose the same to be 
pnmitted^ bofer likewise encourage isucfa enr 
deavori by proportionate bounties. With 
Mgasd to the sulphur in general, it shall be 
pennlttd for^^«ry person to make tlie be^ 
use of it^ to the ejtwt of bis ittulitf> and. 
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wfaer^evet* lie imiy fihdit; w^ih the sole 
xeservation. that this must be done with the 
consent of the laad-^waer^ in case it ftfatokl 
be ^soovemdl in iny place beyond thelimito 
of the dtscwenr's own groonds. ] 



.\ 



eiiC6uAgihicnt ^^f •wjh uitnerals ^ are fomi4 
min'^.X^ in this cootitty, whether of etirdx, 

"*'**^' sand^ or stone^ every ohe is sir 

lowed! to make free use, p[«orided that diqr 

we found on; the - mountains, puUic raads, 

or other piacesy not the property of usy 

particular person* And, as aev^ral of the 

stony kittd are found to be very usefelrior 

buildings and other uses, such persons as 

may be willing to break them, may (on 

a request for su^ purpose having b^peii^e- 

gaHy made) have a right of property 

grafitad them to sudi piaees, provided the^r 

are not already the property: of osiers; bul^ 

sfaofuld the case be otherwise, they mwt 

mak^ an Agneement £i>r eueh purpose . wkh 

the iMToprietor.of the sml; and the flkagia^ 

traicy iball - likewise take care that none^ 

without sttiBcient catfte, deny another per^ 

■on thute liberty of UMng such kinds of 

VOL. n. SB 



|>rodu€ts> in ' reUiri ibr g feaaiaiaUe aekmhiK- 
ledgenrent^ if Aey ase of augh cqnseiqpiaMse, 
iand if he «ther cannot^'or iwill itot^ laoke 
iiM'Of tfaam hiiM6l£ .'TAie:same'8hdl be 
the case with janiiry other. «ore sabe 'kinds 
of mineral substances, such as gypsum and 
lime-stone^ crystal, opal, calcedony^ agatej 
§Mspstp zeotit^A and vvtums ii^rts pf volcanic 
niLtter;. and QYen . those persdM^iwho tnay be 
<#alIing.to polUi such stonffclMT ornamenfefd 
pii|iafeea; (for wbiph i^xpeiiciAte; h%9i p^mi 
fHaai to bb very .sjaitebfe), may. ^xpff^ >ta J^ 
veoDrnpenaed apcortting .to, mUfm9ttmem; 
f)fOvided ; that ^au^^b an em^mfmAt* mi^ 
mpfhikito pooaaise.ja; beai^fi^l ; MmH^ 

1 11. 

mo^^pii^ ,Ih JUko fioanteri «i|cb» penoiv 

tor using sandty • • i^ . -e^ 

9^r,|ix^ts, maj^iemeot rwwidsii^jiupi|()rt^ 

and especially if x » * , ^ 

iiC44ft.i9i»^jr. aifOGOsdislg tbciraoniitMiP^ W<bo 
liiall.-dMGbver^ailA wofk pil^mi}^ (nr^sl^^ 
findi o«t easier, .mcMioda of br^l^ng m4 
listng . sttrtue-biaBd Stom tk^i w^i for 
wlpak pavposoNthd .nsagi^i^yi ^%\\p w l^b? 
lBaaaenvbbfoBe.de»fibed^ ^mmi^ fS>ymk^9f 
BMikii^:iUie necifss4^y: fl)gi»»m«F^» v^sj/thf <t^ 
cu¥ndn (of t&a soi4^iiliith$.b(^pM6iI)l^iiVI»r 
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m», : I'lltt jjIriftHlliilfibW) -w^ttch is pfiqcipftllf 
IforiiiUi' ^ the BoftbMti, n^rt^w^tem, md 
lUMTth^eastera coasts^ most doubtless^ m 
heretofore, remain the property of those^ 
who are lords of the dhore; but^ it hav*- 
ittg^jieefa prt>Ted by. ejtperience, that Uie in* 
Iml^tahts, froni diefieienby of nk^aaa, cMinot 
wrtKctentljr take adr&ti«agte thereof, it is our 
l^cidaa Wili ahtf plea^tete, that, by the 
kyterirei^nee of i\A niUg^ssbntty (at awh 
^steles, and trhere it k iisnal tdt iwh Itind 
bf ttmbei* ttt fob fotaind), in aH easea Where 
ifi^Qlies may arise^ ah ^qilitabie agi^meht 
'ithallvA>e madie betWben ihe. pk^oprtetoM ^ 
the Wi^, And radh' others a^ nitgfet poasiU]!^ 
inteiid making a contintkal use of the'pkici^^ 
!b!r flieir own benefit, ^ith regaid t6 lii^ng 
ttve Ib^est use of such timb^. Atid, titider 
iitich cifcikm^iices, ihe undiertak^rs 6f dll 
such' coucettis Uiay expect having sdnie^dt 
othet grattiity &lloi^ t^iem, propdrtiotiib}^ 
to thie j|lurtK>s€^ intended ; and mate es^^ly 
in so ht ad they may ititend to mkki^ ntor «>f 
the sdd tiittbek' fof bt^iitdihg 6f largi^^ciafts, 
and oth€^^V€W«ls fit for flbhiugby sea> iibici 
feht ^Ttkfgi^ of goods; for Whi^h fMkpo^ 
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those places where swh'.iMJl van t^genihappep, 
stand in greater n^d. than ptbei^ ajlpi)g the 
coast* ' , : ■ ' ■ , •' • fi 



i: 
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Of wtatad«u.. Tradespeople, who. m»y ^ in* 
SJ'D>^ch clined to. settle , in IcelaniJ, .way 
I'^SrSi^w ^9 -»<> without hindrance, ; or mor 
to the country, legtatiou,; uot Only ip. th^ trading 
tojwns^j but even in the coiii^try^ ■ it 'being 
peripitted^ by the placard of the eightc^enittji 
of August^ l^i^Q^ vDk \^ 14th^ article^ for 
every . one to carry on whatever lawful trade 
h,e ^ay think proper in the* country^ ^JTlthe 
best means in his^ povyer^ qiercantile Imsin^s^ 
only .ex^epted^ as expressed in §. S| of the 
8eeon4 c|:ifpter of this ; ordinance* ; Such 
tradesmen ' as are jOfVthe greatest . irtility 
^. the. CQuntpy .m^y likewise expiec^ to 
ha^e a . royal assistance granted tl^em for 
their e&tablishing t|iemselves in some or 
Other of the,. tr?iding towns in Iceland; 

• - • * ' \ i * \ ^^^ • * 1, . r « 

such as weavei s^ hat-makers^ fellpiongers, 
ropeniakers, blacksmiths and whitesmiths. 
J9iner8^. coopers, house and ship carpenters^ 
bricklayers, and , stone-<:utter9. Such. , peopl^ 
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whether thty are masters^ or journeymen 
who 'have perfectly learnt, their trade, may 
in consequence apply to our treasuty, where 
they will receive the ^necessary information 
of what advantaged may be granted them, 
according to circumstances, and the several 
kieal > situations ! but before that they come 
forward with such requests, they must be 
duly provided with attests from the magis- 
tracy whom it may concern, and also with 
the neediiil proofs of their capacity. Such, 
and, according to circumstances, still greater 
advantages will be granted to those, who 
isiay establish larger manufactories, and those 
that may prove more useful to the country 
(some of which, such as ropemaking and 
furriery, have already in former times been 
followed with good success), and, more 
especially, if occasion should thence arise 
of using the raw products of the country 
in a mbi^ beneficial manner, or if the 
wants of the country might thereby be 
the more easily supplied ; under which 
head come fish> glue, and isinglass: the 
making ' use' of horse-hair for various pur- 
poses, to which it may be rendered ser-» 
viceable; different sorts of earth and clay 



fop p^ting colony and se^ml (vdier: meM^t 
of support, which natpre appears to hate 
thrown in the way. 

in^ttmtiv Woollen goods having, from 

th^'^.'ed*ln ^^^^^ manufectuie of the Icc^ 
lh^ii^"eS2^' landers, and having in general 
•inued. ^nd a tolerably good demand, 

partly even in foreign tountries, their owA; 
profit will probably stimulate the inhabit^nta 
in future to continue exerting their utmost 
industty in the improvement of this kind off 
goods* But what diflereat sorts thereof 
would now be most profitable for them to) 
work^.and of what quality they ought td 
be, wiU in future solely depend upon a niki- 
tual agreement between the traders and the 
inhabitants ; and, consequently, the tradeta 
themselves must furnish the inhabitants 
with such samples and information, accord* 
ing to which they may deem it most ad« 
vantageous for the latter to work. Now, 
when the inhabitants have undertaken, acN 
cording to such samples, information, or patt 
terns,, to make the goods bespoken, whether 



^#. 
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tihy bermitMns^ stockihgg^ or woollen stufis^^ 
the^oughtf diligently to enddavor to follow 
mM^ diredticms ; it will coritequently in th6 
present case^ solely depend upon such goods 
being duly and properly manufactured^ in 
regard to which the <lirections contained 
in ^ if 4 of the second' chajfter are to be 
striotly followed ; whereas^ on the contrary,' 
iril the directions and methods, which have 
hitherto bben recam mended by oUr colleges 
and our magisteHal persons, relative to the 
Qitottfeotui^e, &c., of sundry kin^s of wool- 
len' gdods, heretofore in use, are herewith 
annulled' and put out of force, from, the 
first January, 1788^ But as the ground 
on which the foifesaid ordinances are in-* 
validated, is solely thidy that they refer to 
sundry s|)eGified kinds of goods^ which may 
undergo much alteration by opening a free 
trade } so on thie other hand, the inhabitants 
of the oottntry, iii as much as they manu-* 
fiicture the codamoditias hitherto in use^ must 
continue s6 to do in such manner as has been 
heretofore prescribed. The magistracy have 
therefose, when any disputes arise, as well 
in these, as in other cases, carefully to ex-<* 
amine and determine, whether the articlea 



actually, are good . and sufficient or :not/ al» 
though that the particiUar ic^latioBs hU 
therto prescribed may no longer be apfiti*- 
cable. f 



./ 
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EnconngementB We ' having $o much the 
SSrn'l);'' greater reason to eipectthat 
woollen goods, ^jjg maniifacture of wooUen 

goods will in future be improved^ so that 
the inhabitants of Iceland may faereafber 
fabricate different kinds of wooUeh stui^ 
applicable to different uses, and which naay 
be brought to greater perfection, whenevar 
a better mode of spinning and weaving 
shall become more general among them;' we 
should learn, with the most gracioiis satis- 
faction, that any of our own suligects or 
foreigners would use their endeavors to in^^ 
troduce some or other kind q£ beneficial 
nfianuiaetory, by which the great quantity 
of wool grown tjbere might be • used with 
profit for all our other states and dominions; 
in which case, the undertakers of sudi 
establishments may expect having suitable 
encouragement given them for providing 
against the first attendant expences, or for 



jtfonKAin^ tbe sak of the ^articYes irianu-. 
fiftetered'. Hie same shall also Uke place.- 
with regat^ :to the nianufi9t<rtory now esta^' 
blished at . Reikevi^ (which it is pur most 
gracious intent to yield upon; very reaisou-r: 
able-doRditioDfiy to such persooslwho may 
theiiefore make apfrficatioa to oiir ooitt>- 
misaioiiers for the maniagiDg of the Ice- 
laodid commerbe)^ a^ #ell as to several: 
other inrtit4i^09is of the like nature r such 
as pfoviding the members of the work- 
house with work that is most suitable for 
them^ raisirig a dyer's house and a stamp* 
ing^mill in* the njorth country, and what- 
Cfver^ other improt^ements may be made io^ 

Ae woollen manufactory. 

' • • 

co9ceiiiins tht , Moreovcr such weavers of wool- 

cncourage- 

««»»• len doth and linen who are in*, 

dined ta estaUish themselves,* in some trad- 
ing town in Iceland, may »pect that suit- 
able encotimgement will be granted them^ 
according to circumstances, for their esta« 
bliahment, and for the prosecution of their 
business; and we therefore do^ not only 
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for the pteiifettt^ pitomise wery weiVer d* 
u^oollen or linen a proportionable pnentklm* 
fi>r every person whom they ilhall prove lid' 
have been duly taught tibe art of spiniiin^^ 
and wenving^ but also ^^t, if any of thcK'. 
pe»dm^ who^ (accbuiing to the plan bjr us 
laid dut in the year 178O, fdr- our kingdom 
of Denmark) have been ttiught in the maf-J 
nnfaetdries established in these kingdoins, 
slikU be disposed to establt^ theinselvesinv 
Iceland, for the purpose of th^^^Hawing? 
the profession that they have learm^* the- 
first twelve that may Bootkt thems^^^^^y 
sball^ besides^ be entitled^ to a premium^^'^ 
ilventy Hx^lojlars anmmlly for the fli 
twenty years ; but in SQ0b eaae it will be' . 
required, that they are provided with a certi- ^ 
ficate. duly attested by the master of the fac- 
tory, 0^ their being thoroughly capacitated^ 
and also declaring that they shall continue 
their profession for that space of tiitiiet, and' 
continually. keep one boy in their employy 
who shall be fully instructed in theirbuii-* 
ness in the course of five years. And be^ 
sides which, a magistrate, or some other 
ejvil officer, shall, together with a clergyman^ 



be able to attest that He has actually and 
continfally been employ^ in Ihe pvofessioii' 
taught him, an4 that his* master has fuU 
fiUed his , oUigatioQ of having at least oner 
i^preqttce, who shall have been* fully in- 
troctecl in the coarse of five years. And, 
every peraon, either woollen oc lii^n wear 
vsers^ who shall demand a premium , for 
having brought up apprentices to his busi* 
ness^ inust produce a(i attest^ as beforesaidj, 
from flpme magisterial person, proving that 
the ob^t is thoroughly instructed in . hia^ 
art^ %nd likewise produce in court a sample^, 
git^n in to the proper magistrate^ of the. 
ability of the apprentice. In case pf any. 
foreign tna(8ter ttadesmai^ 01* jopn^eymanj, 
who has thordi^hly learned his business^ 
stpplyin^ to the msigistraey in any of our 
^a-port towns^ for a p^^sage over to ]ce- 
land, ^ith intent there to settle^ he; may iqi- 
mediately^ on giving so^cient proofs of hia 
ability, f i^pect likewi^ to enjcy all the ad*, 
vantages' held out^ and alaio to: ps^rticipate 
in the freedoms allowed to foreigners in, 
general in Iceland, by the placard of the 
eighteenth August^ a,nd the ordinance of 
the seventeenth November of last year» 
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ftwniuttw for jf is besides cuf will and plea- 

spinning aiid • r *I 

wcayrag of jurg that (foT thc better encou- 

woollens and ■ -^ ^ . , . ,. 

^ficn«- ragement of the inhabitants to 

Attend, with all possible industry^ to such 
ihanufactory, a peculiar premium be ap- 
pointed for woollen goods made in Iceland, 
from well-assorted wool, and of the finest 
quality; and also previously, for the first 
ten jeafs, a premium of ^10 per cent on 
the value of the cotton, flax, and hemp- 
yam there spun by tale-reels. It is, how- 
ever, incumbent on those who apply for 
such premiums for yarns, to produce the 
heedful custom-house attests on the quan- 
tities so imported from Iceland into our 
kingdoms and provinces,. as likewise to make 
attestation on oath, both of the value, and 
also of its being actually spun in Iceland ; 
on which point, however, we will not, 
for the said space of ten years, prescribe 
any fixed rule, neither with regard to the 
fineness of the spinning, but leave the same 
entirely to the agreement made between the 
parties concerned, it being their joint in- 
terest to have the yarn spun to the utmost 
fineness that the quality of the wool will 



p^rQiit. It is likewise our ,wiU that a. suifr*- 
8(ble pmnium be allpwed^ for the ^aiiie spsu^e 
of tiuie, for w^iQog of coarse clotiis: and 
lidens^ chiefly us^d in, Icseland^ in ^uch wise^ 
that a prelum of half a skillingiper ejl shall 
be paid for every eJl r <^ coarse cloths land 
linens ; \and otie ^killing for ' e^ery ell of 
,4her .cloths or; lineps^ whilst still ill the 
locim ; the per^ns concerned providing 
themselves ^with an att0st frdm a magisn 
teri^l person^ and^ a clergymap^ of the size 
and quality of the pie^e. In like inalnner, 
snch persons as have patticularly exerted 
tj[|e|iasdves in spanning and weayini^ may 
expect5. that they; iji case of thieir being 
defici^lit of the necessary impleftients^ wiU 
be gratuitously s(iipplied by us> in ftiture^ as 
hitherto^ with soine Danish Iqoqiui^' spinnings 
whoelsi hasps^ and cards^ all nccerding to 
.circtimstances^ and proposals to be made 
by: the magistrates^. ; 

•'§XVI. ',■'.'. 

!^hto? «5l It ^ill , likewise, depend, upon 
mtaSioJV^ circumstances, in hciw ;fer the 
weaving of. ^ institution ;wl|i<5h, wfe vkaye; set 

wooiien3 afid ' * 

»«««• ^ ; o,n, fppt for.ilcsittMng yjoUflgp 



willing IcelftRdert to be laught in the ait 
of sptnniDg and weaving of woollen and 
linen goods (partly- at the manufiittufe of 
.Beikerig, in Iceland^ end partly in ^ther 
nanufiictories^ here in Itenmark)^ on coo- 
ditioo of their again returning to Icelafid^ 
and there practising the knowledge that 
has been tau^t thetti> trill be eontinued. 
The foresaid institution at Reikevtg^ ^11 
be continued until the te^m of yeans a]>- 
pointed fs expired; w until the fixed 
jmniber of fifteen paf^ite^ ^hree fhotia ea^ 
iof the fi9« di^ridttt of Oeiordy Hunevand^ 
ItaMgevalto^ Mylu^ atid . AiUfies^ ^haH be 
thbraughly kastnctedv both lit spinning 
and <#6aring* Ihiring the time that they 
we so ksNPning, they sbutt have t&k bbard 
^d losing, and 4lie n^dlul dbthing ^ 
^aiiy use: and, although ^hat the tiM'm of 
appnenticeship is g^i^riUy^ fix^ sA fhree 
or four years^ yet this shall n6t be aty 
impediment to those who may within a 
shorter time^ so pbrffect themselves^ that 
ithi^y ihay be deen^sd fib 16 work for them- 
wlves^ and afterwards to teaeh 'others, im- 
mtediiitely Mtamingh^mie agatn. The dis- 
Jliiet ^Mdgei inast, h6w^ver3 liot at present 



J 



nor Iwveafter^ i propose otfaor fldbjeefis "for 
i^ibg tauglpit at «qur eiqieiicey: thfta fluehy of 
whom they may wilh.ctfrtaiatyiekpeict^ llial^ 
after having been completely taught, will 
tgaiik return. «id'jcf^rry oo itbeii: ptofeMon; 
ted df any one $faKMiId; req^iielt to .hane Im 
cbildfeq oi : rel^ttoni takftii^ to: leam ikb 
bteioeiafi, he shM elm oUUge : JuiMdlf^ $&ef 
tkmc being pro}3i^y edueatMrfof it, .to proi- 
vide them wkb c^pbrtimity for cari^in^ oi^ 
ttwlri' w^L It beidg ihtendcd thdt MMh 
jrouthe, aa ebon ^as Ihky basm- ck/^mofiA 
needfiit proflcieiic^/ should again 
aii4/Siittte iik tbe districts from whfence; they 
were taken, ii^' prder there ^to extend '>l^ 
others what tliey have themselves been 
taughtw For whidi purposey eachiman shall 
i^t only be^ provided with a loom, and 
every female with one or two good spin- 
ning-wheels, but they shall also receive 
some assistance towards their establishment, 
and afterwards receive two rix-dbllars pre- 
mium for every one, whom they shall have 
educated in that country, during the first 
twenty y^ars; and to the persons taught, 
will likewise be given some implements 
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for their bttsmesa gratM, all on condition 
of the same being duly, proved, according 
to § 14 of this chapter. < / 

• • • ' ' 4 

According wfaercto, w6.' herewith, direct 
and command ocir counts, commanders- of 
dtetrictfr, barons,' bishops, ju<%es, pnest^ 
dents, bargctnasters and liouncils, aberUA^ 
magiatrates, and all others, to whom thcae 
presents may come, that they cauie the 
same :to be immediately read; and. publtsbed 
in all proper places, for general informatioiu 
Given * at bur palace of. Cbristiansborg, in 
our royal residential city of Copenhagen^ 
the diitteenth of June, 1787. 

r 

' Given under our royal hwd and.seal. 

Christian R: 
Seal. 

Revsntlow. Hansen. 

C0I.B10RN8EN. VqRNDRAN. 
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placard; 



Wherry sundry articles, concerning the. trade to Iceland, 
are more specifically laid down^ 



We, his rojral mi^ty's^ the kiog of' 
Denmark aqd Norway^ &c./&c.^ appoint^ 
president^ deputies^ and ingaesiors in the 
chamber of taxes and interest^ do herewith 
certify, that, it having appeared that the 
mercantile persons in Iceland havei, in 
some wise^ misconstrued some, parts, both 
in thC: ordinance of the thirteenth of June^ 
1787> ^^^ also in other reflations issued 
concerning the trade and navigation to Ice- 
land, . in a quite contrary manner to the 
meaning suid intent of the said , ordinances, 
it has pleased his majesty, by his resoIutioUi 
bearing date the thirtieth of last month, 
to deem it needful to give a further eluci- 
dation to the said parts or passages, accord- 
ing whereto the magistracy of the districts 
therein concerned ^ have to act and direct 
themselves, so raa. ..to, prevent ^^U fraud and 
deceit on behalf or part of the traders. . And 
therefore his n^ajesty, for . the purpose of 
the intent of the said most gracious reso- 

VOL. II. 3 C 



lution being the better carried into effect, 
has graciously been pleased to add the fol- 
lowing articles, to be observed and obeyed 
by all whom it may concern. These parts 
are, the placard concerning throwing open the 
Iceland trade, bearing date the eighteenth 
of August, 1786, in its 13th ^; the ordi- 
nances concerning the liberties granted to 
the trading towns, now forming in Iceland, 
bearing date the seventeenth of November, 

1786, in its 16th §; and the before-inen- 
ttoned ordinance of the thirteenth tjf June, 

1787, in its second chapter, §^ 2 and 11; 
several traders having taken advantage there- 
of, to extend their trade to' a lar greater 
degree than is expressed or specified in the 
ordinances given concerning the free trade, 
when taken in their proper intent and 
meaning. In order therefore to prevent 
such abuses, which, in process of time, 
might be productive of the most datigerous 
consequences to the commercial trade in 
general, his royal majesty has bee» most 
graciously pleased to ordain, thM, ^ pri- 
vileges, which are granted to the trading 
towns, by the ordinance of the seventeenth 
of November, 1786, In its 4tb, 6th, nhd 
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7th ^§9 compared with the placard bearing 
date the eighfteenth Augustj next preceding^ 
in its 19th ^ on wh^h the parts before* 
stated are founjded (namely the 13th ^ of the 
plaeiffd) the ordinance concerning the pri- 
vileges of the. trading tp^ns, in its 15th ^;. 
and the ordinance of the thirteenth of June> 
ifi its second chi^pter^ 2ud and Uth ^^)» 
do not refer to others than su^h as keep 
bed and board in the trading towns^ and 
carry on a constant trade there; and like- 
wise^ that the country traders^ agreeably 
to the ordinance of the thirteenth of JunCj* 
1737^ in its second chapter, 12th and 13th 
^^^ shall likewise be under the obligation 
of carrying on the trade, as well in winter 
as insiimiaer, the result whereof is: — 

seethepiacaid («) That wh at is Contained in 
t^%{^A^\] the placard 16th §, the ordinance 
1793, § u concerning the privileges of the 
trading towns, in its 15 th ^, and the second 
chapter, 2nd and 11th ^^, concerning such 
citizens, is not to be otherwise understood, 
Uian r^;arding such as have established 
themselves in the . trading towns, and as 
carry en trade there both in winter and 
stimmer,^ either by themsdves, or by their 
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» • •.-.-.■ . , 

acknowledged factor, except ^^hbt is ^ber- 

wise mentioned in the laistK^ited lour- pkce^^ 

viz. that they niay trade to or with what- 

ever foreign place they will, cantiot, if 

iheant to be out of the district, be others 

wise understood, than as merely applicable 

to the special trade of the ships, which 

shall have Iain fbur weeks, without having 

commenced any trade with the country; 

cither by having thrown up some sheds, 

or by having there erected some building; 

and they shall likewise be allowed to He 

and carry on trade, but only in the proper 

trading towns, or in such out-ports i» are 

either permitted by the liberation of the 

trade, or may hereafter be erected. With 

the approbation of our chamber of tlixes 

arid int^re^t, — 

See placard of (*) That no man, who shall 
aImT'i793. ^^^^ establwhed himself in any 
Hand a. trading town, or in the disl^ct 
belonging to it, and shall hafe taken hi* 
burghership there, either personally, or by 
his factor, shiaill establish any trade in Imy 
other trading town, or in the district f here- 
unto appertaining, "under the plea <^ hiiVitlg, 
either by himself, or by his factor taken hit 
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burgbership-at' raoh places or under the- 
l^i^elext of the Iftst-mentioned carryitig on 
trade there on his ow^ accpunt; and there* 
fore he shall be obliged (in case of the 
njagistracy finding his assertion of carrying 
on trade tberie for his own account, to be 
liable to suspicion)^ to make deposition 
upon oath before the courts that all the 
goods in, which he melons to trade, as well 
import as export goods, are to him solely 

belonging, and not to any person in any 

*■ ' 
oUie^ districts 

' - • 

^ pHicatd of ip) That such persons, belong- 
AjTiSTimt i'^K *<> Ifenmark, Norway, or the 
1,2, and 3 §5. proyinoes^ who are inclined to 

carry on a trade in the country, shall like- 
«ri8e form an ertablishment in the trading 
towns, raise buildings, and there take 
barghership, or at leait ao do by their 
foctor, who in such case shall, keep > his 
house and office, and cany on trade, both 
in winter and summer, without doing which, 
he may not trade with any inland tovtgi, 
excepting as a special, trader, for (he 
apace oi four weeks ; a^d consequently h^ 
niMftt' not employ any other %tor in bis 
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steady tad have sueh a person made a 
burgher^ aod itill less shall he employ vay 
feruier in carrying on trade for hkn during 
the winter. 

AcGording whereto^ all persons concerned 
have to govern themselves. 

Chamber rf Taxt$ end Interat, \$^ June, 1793. 

(Signed.) 
Reyemtjudw. Hos. 

HaHSJBN. • . CoUliOEKSBN^ 

• ■ 

KOLLE. SCHIOKI^ING. HaNSEK. WoftM#* 
KIOLD. BUDT. M. VON EsSEN. MaNKB. 
HaMELEFF. JoHAKS&N. VoRNI^liAK. Wadrik. 

GtJKDELACH. 
SULDEN. 



PLACARD, 

Wherdf^ iwndff fuuagH in the PUuard of the 1st ^ 
June, 1793i are mote particularljf £tplained, for pre" 
venHon of the establishment of any prohibited trade in 
Iceland t and of other misuses in trade, tohich have 
there taken place. 

We, his royal inajesty*s, the king of 
Denmark and Norway, &c, &c., aj[)|iointed' 
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preflident, deputies^ and assessors in the 
diataber of taxes and iMerest, do herewith 
certify, thut his rojral majesty having, by 

m 

his resolation of date the thirtieth of May 
last year, which was made public by the 
chamber of, taxes, &c., in a placard of the 
first of June next following, been graciously 
pleased to give a more full explanation con- 
oerning foma passages, both in the ofdi- 
nance of the thirteeenth of January, If 87^, 
concerning the commerce and navigation of 
Iceland, and also in sundry other regubtsons 
thereunto appertainnig, which have in part 
been misunderstood, for the prevention of 
fraud and decat on the part of the traders; 
bis majesty has now again thought proper, 
in order that the intent of the said most 
gracious resolution may the better be ac- 
complished, to give the following articles, 
bearing date the seventeenth of this montjh, 
for the observation and notice of ail con- 
cerned' ^ 



1 , That, exciosive of what is ordained in 
<!he foresaid placard, letter a, it shall be 
slrietly prohibited to ^expose goods for sale 
to the formers, or any others whomsoever. 
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or to send any peracHis out with goods for 
sale, into the country; and also. that whoso- 
ever shall be found to have. acted hereunto 
contrary, or against what is ordained in the 
pjacard aforesaid, shall be . punished by . a 
mulct of one-fourth part of the value of the 
goods in which such trade is carried on, as 
well of the cargo brought on shore, as of the 
Icelandic goods so purchased; and whether 
it be the master or the mate of a vessel, who 
has undertaken to carry on such a trade, he 
shall besides be fined, twenty rix^dollairs ; add 
such Icelanders, or other persons established 
in the island, who shall suffer themselves to 
be detected in such illicit trade, shall like- 
wise incur a penalty of from five to ten 
rix*-dollars, according to circumstances. 

2, The. same punishment shall likewifse 

be inflicted on the traders established in 

» 

Iceland, jivho. shall act contrary to. wh|it 
is ordained per letter 6, in the placand. 
The traders from Denmark. Norway, and 
the provinces, who,, in. their trade. to Ice- 
land, shall omit attending to t|ie . cpnteuts 
of the placed in letter c> shall be punished 
i^ like manner. 



t 
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3j But;, 09 the coQtrary^ if thp tradecs 
from Denmark, Norway, and the provinces, 
shall, agreeably to what is directed by the 
jdaoard^ 'w letter c, establish a fixed trade 
in the trading townis,; and diere ke^p;hcu|e 
and 9^S^i or at. least do so by their factor, 
they shall have a right to ti;ade' with aiqr 
inland towns thereto authprised, in the 4is- 
trict of such trading town ; and; such factors 
shall, agijeeably to the placard, be. obliged 
to take their, burgl^erahip ; whereas ;such 
factors and other - servants, as are em- 
ployed by merchsuats .who have .taken, the 
houses of trade effects and materials and 
who l>aye themselves taken^ their burgber- 
ship, shall be excused from taking burgher- 
ship. 

4, It shall be totally. prohibited to grant 

letters of burghership to the peasantry; and 

such letters of burghership^ as may have 

already been granted to such persons, shall 

be revoked, and annulled, unless they are 

willing to establish themselves in the trading 

towns, '?ind there- only carry on ' trade as 

burghers according to their privileges^; but 

they shall in no wise carry on trade at their 
... 2 p. 



fsLThiit, liHdet p«irml1y ^f t^iA^ etni^tcii fix 

fbiihtl to remain and'eai'ry oh tmfle «lt tflfc 

'trtiding town, aftfer ihe eipirition bf flib 

'Ibur weete granted tuy -agreettient; or dt 

'the authorized out-ports, and thete datry 

on ti'ade; th«n, and in such case, Afl^uch 

•persoris, be they masters, mkti^s, 6t ^eamefn, 

*Aall pay a penalty of fotir m-tio?hts fdr 

ev*ry day, that it dhall ^bfe iaWfdfly provei| 

'Ihfey have sttiid al^toVe the said tinite. 

•6, And likdlvfee, 'i5U<iih yi^afe 'tt-a&ert, 
>s live in put-ports, where tttefe has nth; 
been any proper or authorized trading tdWn^i 
pr in the fiords and bays, for the purpose 
pf trading, shall be subject ' to' tbe penafttie* 
-Ascertained by the lst'§. 

7, One fourth part 6f the fines aYotesatd 
4ihan be given to the inTortner, one 'fourth 
-part falls to tbe justiciary b<^x,/6fne fourth 
to the house of correction, arid the Pthiir 
fourth part, if the ^nfes are utrder ten rix- 
Vlollars, to the poor of the pat^sh ; but, if 
it exceeds ten rix-ddltarsj| it shall be giv@q 
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to the poctr of the ^hole district ; and the 
merchant, in whose district such unlawful 
trade is ^^arried on, shall not only be 
authorized to give information thereof, but 
also, in the absence of the magistracy, shall 
have power, with the assistance of people 
employed for the purpose, to lay a sequester 
on the goods, on condition of his immediately 
requiring the magistracy to take a legal 
survey and estimate on the same, and there- 
after to proceed in the cause to its conclu- 
sion, according to agreement, and at the 
expence of the person implicated* 

According whereto, all persons have to 
conduct themselves. 

Chamber of Taxei and Interest, 9Srd April, 1792« 

(Signed) 

Reventlow, Hoe. 

Hansen. Colbiornsen. 

Rolle. Schionning. Wormskiold. Budt. 
M. VON Essen. Meincke. Hameleff^ 

JOHANSEN. VORNDRAN. WaDUM. 

GUNDELACH^ 

CUrK 

FINJS. 
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AAEVEB,, h remarkable boiling CountMn> i. d09« 
Acerbij Mr., his account of a vapor-bath in Blnlandi^ 

I. S17. note, . ^ ' 

Adam, Dr., his incorrect- account of Iceland and of 

Hecla^ 1. 148. note, 
JEtna, dates of the eruptions of> 11. 107. note. 
Agreement, copy of the^ between the English and Ice- 
landers. II. 99. 
Afretur, 11. 136. 

Akaroe, visit to the island of, i. 41<-4>irds ofj i. 4^, 43L 
Akra-fiel, a remarkable mountain, u £76> 291. 
Alca arcttca, abimdance of, i. 43-^t8 uses among the 

Icelanders, i. 44. 
Almannegiaa, a remarkable chasm, entrance of, i. 109, 

103— particular description of, i. 207-*-plants of, 

1.116,209. 
,Althing, the court of civil and criminal judicature 

I. xxii, 105. note» 
Anas hiBtrionica, i. 268. 
Anderson, an historian of Iceland, his absurd etories 

respecting the natives of that country, x. 135. 
Andromeda ^ypnotdet,- singular beauty of the flowers 

of, I. 85. 
Angelica Archangelica, 1. 191— >used as food, 1. 192. 
Animals, efiect of the. volcanic eruption of 1783 upon;, 

IX. 228. 
Anthoceros punctatus, i. 315, note. 
Antiquities, few remains of, x. Ixxsiii. 



INDEX. 

Apn-vatn, u 126— -cold experienced in the vicinity o( 

I. 204. 
Ashes, volcanic, effect of> upon vegetation^ ii. 225. 
Aurora borealis, fine appearance pf^ i. 349. 

Banks; Sir Jos^h, t; iii. 61] 70» I59j 210. note^SiSltf 

356—11. 9, 53, 109, 116. note. 
Barrow, Mr. his account of hot-springs in the ishind of 

' Amsterdam, i. 161. note. 
Basalt, I. 35, 93, 267. 
Bath, remarkable opQ dt Reykholt, i. Sll-^ve^r-batfa^ 

I. Bi6. 
Bears, Arctic, their visits to the coast of Iceland^ and 

the value of their skins, i. 53. 
BeggUrs, I(5eladdk>; singijlaf law respecting, i. xyiii. note, 
Bergman, Pfofenor,. i, 142» 
iBessestedr^ h 351^^-4iiiiei:abl» state of tjb^ school o^ 

I. 351. 
J9e<b2a Hona, I. 241.. 
Sirds of Icetaftd^ I. 37> 42, 43, 334. 
Bishops, residences of, i. 38 — ^present bishop t»f Iceland, 

. i.2r;3y, 38. 

BUnde Fugle^Skier, ii. 262. note, 
Boluij about the hot-springs of Ktviseyig, i, 238, 243« 
BorgMjhrd, journigy to> t* 25fr 
Borrer, Mr., i. 225* 
<Bory deM. "Vincent, i. liOl. note* 
Botany of Iceland, i. 327* 
BoiAa, a r^mi^kable mountain, ^mrticidiura respecting 

the interior of, i. 299* 
Bnght, Mr., i. 72. 

Brueraa, passage of the river of, 1. 137» 
Brydone, Mr., i, ^9. 



xnjm:x. 

Canis lagopus, particulars respecting, i.. 5Q* 

Carex, supposed new species ofi ai^ impprtai^t artic||e ii^i 

lu»abaj[^di'y> x. 3Q4* 
Cathdfinet^ gl^brMa, i* 94. 
Chasfj^, rejpas^rHaW^ ojaes, ne^ Thipgeyalle, i. 119. 

* • • 

ChrUiimit^i fifst i^troductipI^ of^ into Ic^land^ i. Ix. 

Chu,rche^, i. 114. 

Clausen, Mr,, ii. 47* 

Clergy, their wretched salaries and poverty^ z. 96^ i3<X 

Cod-fah, mode of curing of^ i. Jx^u^yi. note. 

Cold, severity of in 17^4. ii. ?2?. 

Conf^^, found in h^ted watef^ i. 49. 

Coxn^ particulars respecting the cultivation of^ in former 

times^ 1. !291. note. 
Cows, 1.345. 

Prater of ft volcano, described^ 1. 1^^, 135. 
Cyclopterus lumpus, z. 351. 

Danes, their property in Iceland confiscated^ zi. 41. 
Darwin, Dr., his mistaken account of the Geysep^ 

z. 147. note. 
Diseases, of the Icelanders^ z. xcix. 
D0gs^ I. 339. 
Drift-timber, encouragejnept for the collecting and 

using of, ZI. 366. 
Dyticus, a sptcies of^ seen iQ the Ibeated waterq^ f, 49> 

Edda, I. IxxT. ' 

Eels, found in hot water^ z. 49. 
fyiclose^, U^e p^est^ z..94^ 217. 
J^der-du^ks, z. 42, ^ — ordinance respectijag th< pre- 
servation of^ zi. 36It 



INDEX. 

Einersen, Mr, Assessor, his seizure and imprisonment^ 
I. 89. and II. 35. 

JCpilobium frigidum, t, 319. 

Etatsroed, visit to the, i. 276— description of his resi- 
dence at Inderholme, x. S77> 278 — his literary 
acquii^ttienfs, i. 280— his botanical knowledge, 

I. 290 — his political address to the Icelanders, 

II. 19. note— his account of the volcai^c eruption 
of Sluiptar-J5kul, ii. 121. 

FdUon, Icelandic, x. 335. 

Faxafiord, entrance of the bay of, i. 9. 

Fisheries in Iceland, how affected by the volcanic erupr- 

tion in 1783, ii.219 — ^Danish ordinances respecting^ 

II. 353, 348. 
Fishes of Iceland, i. 334. ' 

Flax and Hemp, bad success attending the cultivation 

of, I. 30. 
Floco, the Norwegian, visits Iceland, i. xi. 
Flora, of Iceland, ii. 312. 
flora, the ship, arrival of, i. 224. 
Fog, very dense one experienced, i. 216* 
Forelles, a species of trout, r. 96. 
Foxes,' some particulars respecting, i. 50 — their im- 
portance as an article of commerce, i; 51. 
Frydensberg, Mr,, his seizure, ii. 35. 
Fucus, esculent species of; i. 46, 
FUciis palmaius, its use as an article of food in Scotland 

and Iceland, i. 44— mode of pi'eparing, among the 

Icelanders, i. 45. 
Fucus saccharinus, not the Alga saccharifera of Biarne 

Povelsen, i. 45 — described byGmelin, i. 45— fe« 

markable variety of, i. 79; 







INDEX. 

TugVt'$laeren, dangerous passage near, i. 8. 

Gardens in Iceland, i. 29 — accovnt of, by Horrebow, 
I. 31, note, 

Geiitandr^Jokul, i. 299, 300, note, 

Georgics of Iceland, i. 39. 

Geytcfs,- journey to the> i. 90 — first view of, i. -139— 
account of the great Geyser, i. 141— fine eruption 
of/i. 144, 146— Kjrater of, i. 142, 149 — ^the roaring 
Geyseri i.'151-^t1ie ft6w Geyser, magnificent erup- 
. tion of, I. 163, 179 — crater of, i. \&T — ^plants found 
in the vicinity of the Geysers, i. 153, 153, 154, 160, 
161, 162, 17S-^€parture from the, 1. 182. 

Gilpin, Captain, hb attack upon Iceland, ii. 10. 

Goats, I. 348. 

Godar, i. xx« 

Gravesend, departure from, i. 1. ' 

Gnrnsaa, account of tlie, i; 301, note. 

Groenavatn, a remarkable lake, i. 240; 

Guldbringue Sfjssel, passage along the coast of, i. 9. 

Hamilton, Sir William, ii. 101, notCj 113, note. 
Haukardal, farm of, i. 171 — church of> i. 173, 175— 

plants found near, 1. 1781 
Havnfibrd, i. 230. 
Hecla, opinion of the common people respecting, i. 195, 

II. 110— account of, ir. 106, 
Heiderhag, i, 94. 

Helgafel, niountains^ i. 83, 234. note. 
Hemp and Flax, bad success in the cultivation of, i. 30. 
Hirundo urbica, domesiica, and Jpus, seen at iea, i. 3. 
Holland, Dr., i. 40. note, i; xtix. Ixxix. 
Holme, Captain, sdzure of hb vessel, ii/43. 
Holme, Mr. S, M., ii, 169^nhia account of a &|I of ashes 
and sulphur, n. 21L note. 



Barrebow, Mr., on the gardeaa of Icelaiid^ i^ 31 ; naitf^ 
Ids account of the hot-siNrings of Uitinevig;^ i. 16j)^ 
note, 179, note. 

Hones, i. 343 — mode of jouraeying withj i. dU 919. 

Hrajnagiaa, a remarkable chasm> t. 118. 

Braum, vast bed of, i. »1 — plaats fou^ aiiMMig, i. HI, 8dv 

Brepp$tiorar$p i. xviij. 

HvalfiQrd, i. 270 — story in tbe vicinity of, t. 271 n-re- 
merkaUe rock» near the bead of, i. 273. 

Bvambre, vitit to> i. 289. 

Bvassm^Hraun, i. 233-«plAnta found upon, s. 296. 

Hverfisfiiot, disappearanee of the river of^ 11. 14^. 

Hvitaa, i. 307. 

Humboldt, 11. 115. note. 

Ice^tslands, i. ci. 

Iceland, its situation aild extent, i. vii-^-discoveiy of, i. x 
•—its colonization, i. xii-^^its early form of govenv^ 
went, I. xvir— submits to Norway, i. xxiii*— and to 
Denmark, i. xsav — ^fbrm of government of, under 
the Danes, i. xjdv— 'punishments of, z. ip^vii-^ils 
revenue, i. xxvii — ^its expenditure, i. xxxiii"*— s^dari^ 
and pensions paid by gopvernaient of, i. xxxv— • 
ecclesiastical history of, i^ xlv — ^bishop of, his rest-* 
denoe, i. 27 — ^visit to the, i. 37 — ^his library, i. 37 — 
former residence of ibe bishops. of, i. 38«^estitute 
of towns, I. 33— produce of, chiefly brought to 
Reikevig, i, 33— land in, how disposed of, i. 97h 
note, uAd 272, Aole— gardens in, i. 29, 30, 31, not<i, 
•—quadrupeds of, i. d3a-^biids of, i. 334^-4Bsect9 
of, I. 333— plants of, 1.327—- state of Uterftture and 
learning in, x> 355-^-jate revolution in, u. 1— ^er 
dfifflculty of procuring Hke necessary supplies for her 
subsistence^ ii« 8— govemiaent of, put into com** 



\ 
I 



INBEX. 

Mr, SShHOTkValftt^ 2. lO-Hiepoxture £tem» 1. 358*-^ 
vetum to 91 ijb^ Orii>9, x« 565 — popuktioaQ^ t. xcvi 

icelaAdettj eatly. state cf religioii aptou^ tbe^ s. xlv— « 
thflir {daces of w^»yp ia th§ time of paganism, 
1. Ivi — ^thr conycoreiOH to d^tianity, i« bt-<-tbey 
receive the Lutheran faith> i. lxiiir-*first ioLtcrview 
ivith the, I. 10 — their want of cle^iaess, i. 10# 19^ 
Id^thdr pad9tOB for smiff and tobogoQ; i.. l^*--tbetijr 
tfrtfsaes, i. 11, I^« ^0, 7d> fkfHe'^ibek 6Ak^ and 
weddk^'^dsessii, s. ;S1> 77 — ni#chine9 £ok drying ' 
&fiur fi^&Hng-4te08OSi i. 99 — food of tfae« i« 33 — 
itippos^ con iy i gft cy asiolig; tlie, i. 88t— dw^U&^ of, 
I. 95, lO^^tbeir i^^imm. to djrinki9g^ z. 135^ note 
••^4hdr i«[andfl9iog]]M)dft of lifi^j i>2dl-— tbeir attach- 
ment t6 the Sn^li, s. ddd-<-6o«ttered dweUiogs of 
1. S71-*-^tlieir costoiA in mmng th^ children^ 
I. 290 — their amusements, i. bpuix:.— "theif em- 
plo^eBts, I. aidi-«^-^fit fooc^ i* xoit»— their diseases, 
I. xcix. 

Inderholme, the residence of the Etatsroed, visit to, 

I. 976-— dq)arture from, i. 393. 
Jn^l^ and JEftorZief colonize Iceland, i. xii. 
Ingulf shaugar, i. xiv, note. 

Insects of Iceland, i. 333-— remarkable appearance of, 

in the pastures, after the eruption of 1783, ii. 993 

Institution for teaching children to spin and weave, ii. 377 

I<2and, account of a new one, off the coast of Iceland, 

II. 958. 



Jaeksm, Captain^ ii, ll---*eominences hoitilitiei in Ice- 
land, II, 13— forces a trade^ u. 14* 



INDEX. 

J&noi, Arngrim, 1. 195^ note — 987, no<e— and 3l6^ 

^ones, the Honorable Alexander, arrives in Iceland^ 

I. 334— 'becomes acquunted with the revolution^ 

I. 325j II. 50— orders the persons concerned in it to 

' proceed to England^ i. 325> ii. 54— his letters 

relative to the Icelandic revoluticm, ii.84^ 96. 

Jonesen, Madam, i. 87— description of her house^ i. 188> 
S02. 

Jonsbook, I. xxiv. 

Jorgensen, Mr. Jorgen, takes possession of the governor's 
houses i. 58 — his troop> i. 88 — ^his intended im- 
provements in the school of Bessestedr> i. 354 — 
restores the government to the Ice]iinders> i. 357— 
embarks in the Orion from Icdand^ i. 358-Hsaii^ the 
crew of the Margaret and Anne> i. 366—- biographical 
notices respecting^ it. 6, note, 6S, note— ^dissolves 
the Danish authority in • Iceland, and issues his 
prodamalions, ii. t27— -takes possession of the public 
chesty II. 42. 

Jungermannue found near the hot*springs> i. 50. 

Justice, court of, i. xxvi, 29« 

Kampfer, his account of the hot-springs in Japan« r. 196. 

note — description of the sulphur-springs in Japan, 

1.245, note. 
Kamtchatka, feast among the natives of, i. 68, note, 171* 
Kdtlegiaa, account of an eruption of, ii. 120. 
Kergueian, i. 31. note. 
Klofa-Jokul, seen at midnight, i. 6. 
Krabla, account of the eruption of, ii. 119'. 
KreUevig, country in its ticinity, i. 236— Church of, 

I. 240-^HScenery at, i. 24d«-^ obstacles to collectings 

the sulphur of,- 1. 250. 



INDEX. 

Langspel, x. S82« 

Language of Iceland^ i. Ixvii. 

Laugardalr; i. 126; . 

Laugerfel, i. 139, 154. : 

XotMi, vast bed of^ described^ i. dl«<-Hiingular appearancdf 

at the, I. 101. 
Leera, i.. SQS^^printing'Office at, i. 294. 
Levetzen, Mr,j ii. 122. 
^ Licherii, Tarioite species employed as food^ i. 132. 
XtcAen »»2andtctif> i. IdO-^particnlars respeetiogi. 131 

*-mode of preparing for food, 1. 138.. 
Ligusticum tcoticum, i. 383. 
Likthrau, 1. 189. 
Limusus, 1. 57, 85, 108, 192. 
Xt/erahire, ancient itate of, i. Ixxii— present state of^ 

i 1. Ixxixi ■ ■ ; . • 
Logmann, i. X3ii. 
JLotondrn, Mr., his accoont . of the Fugle^skiflsrenej 

II. 261. 
Lutheran religion^ inlroductidn of, i. bdii. 
X^feopaditini mlpinum, used for dying, 'i. 214« 

Mackenzie, Sir George, i. 110,233. nole 309, 345, 346. 

Magnusen, Mr, Finnur, i. 39, 357- 

Manufacture of wodJen goods, encouragements for, 

II. 370. 
Margaret and Anne, leaves Iceland, x..359-^tfrnt at sea, 

X. 360. 
Mice, some particulars respecting, i. 51^ 
JIfiddaZr, i. 127-*^iniflcniUA habitation of the priest of, 

X.128. 
MUk, xwidetised bj tlte natites to convey Ibie fluid into 

bottles, X. 256, note. 



MoUusca, 1.334. . v. 

Mosses found near the liotHi{iffligt>ek.i50. 
MotaciUa Trochilus and atricapUla, wMt at wi,l»^9; 
Myvatn, svlphur sfTtagB of, I, 2^U : ^ 

;. • ...» 

Niehuhtg his account of a bot spring atiSnez, x.dMGy note^ 
Naddoc, a Norw^jgian, 4iteo«epB^Ieclaiui> i. jc» : . 

A • > at ■ 

Ode« and htitvi of ttKeiUteiBti of Joelfrnd^u^p.-flM. 
Orioii^B " nmch hek&aging ta-e«dhtirrMEi^>M3Eniib>iEC 

I. 64, ii^M. 
Orkney Islands, i. 5. . > . 

Oxeraa, 1. 105, 106, note-^criminak punkhod A.^^^iD* 

note, i , c . , . ■ . • 



1 . 



Papar, tbe, supposed to be the first inbabitta&l of Ice« 
land, I. XV. 

Pennant, Mr,, i. 229, note, 
Pe9ft2and'/nfAi, passage cdT' the,, t. i4< ' . 
Phelps, JUTn, I. a, ^84^lMi4if A iiMtjMttB i^r «B0l^^ 
mercantile speculations with Icelabd, ii. 10 — fm-' 

try, II. 21— his.^e9» to Cjag^sw JIfNptes .pupn the 
{9fiM^t.ofMt)ie:SevolutiQn>.,i^/(9Q» • 

Phoca vitulina, its use, i. 343? 
.Pkmss^mtris, i^eoe. 

Plants found in the neighborhood of Reike«ig, i. 23-^ 
near the hot-springs, i. 4d,:^,.i53> jl!6tl> .l€trr- 
amon^'Hmon, i.:S3, 8&M«t(AlmcMiiiegia9, i..li2, 
116, 20d — incrusted with the depositions ifcam the 
'^kysers, j. 16'l^^tuMdin idjiitg, i;>^4, 2t5,t2l6*r« 
of Iceland^ II. 311. * 



tKBm, 

fotatqes, 1. 89. 

Povelsen and Otafsen, u S7> 44^ 49, left>4lid, 150, "fM^ 
no/e, 214^ note, 234, 300, no^e — their accoiiftc af 
birds fgund in the hot-spriogs, i. •180> 9iale. 

PrtnHng, introduction of, i. Ixxviii. 

^'frotbamaiicnM, retatiag to Iceland, f i«W* 

'J^armigansji ' i. 5J39. 

Ravem, nuitierous and- deMracth^infcdiiiMi, i, ^S9T« 

JieiiXrem^, approash to, and ^iew of, ^from the-tey, 1. 1<$, 
17—- country in'the vieioity oft i. W, M^^lants 
found near, i. ®, 47, ^^8— deecnption of the towni 
6f, I. ^5*-Cai!KidF^l of, 1. 12&---t4ie town of, put ia 
a state of defbnce, ii. 40. 

"Jteiirdeer, i. lOf . 

^)Se%ion, eariy state t)f, m Iceland, |«'Kl^--preM|lt state 
of, I. Ixiii. 

'Jft^khoU, visit to, i. 306-^reiiiarbable talbat> 1. 311. 
-ft^kia^ais-aay i. 308. * 

/2e^/riim, hot-spriog^df, i. }88, llM^^Ji^trfeifi^d near^ 
I. 186. 

Revolution, ia Iceland, ii« 3. 

Rivularia,- a neve species of, u W, tM, 

Runic characters, i. Ixix. 

Sacrifices f human, in Iceland, during the time of 

Paganism, i. Ivii. - 
Sainton, means of taking, i. 87, 88-^great capture df, 

1.226. 
Sands, flying or drifted, li. 187. 
Savigniac, Mr., ii. 12. 
Sotier, Mr., his description df the'hot-sprttigs in Kan)* 

phatka, I. 246, n0te^ 
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